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The Citadel’s latest production is called 
Einstein’s Gift, and the man who wrote it is a 
pretty clever guy in his own right. Vern 
Thiessen talks about how he took the story of a 
German chemist named Fritz Haber and turned 
it into a fascinating, entertaining meditation on 
morality, religion and personal ambition * 49 


Should the 
Shrine Circus be 
allowed into 

Edmonton? « 6 
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Insane clown posse 


Re: “Shocking claim: ‘Hey 
Eddie!’ is tasteless” (Your Vue, 
February 6-12): 

Cheers for James Grasdal’s 
“Hey Eddie!” cartoon! Grasdal 
has the balls to say what lurks in 
the dark side of humanity. Those 
who frowned upon his cartoon in 
the January 30 issue have really 
got to yank the plank out of 
their asses and get a sense of 
humour. For those who deal + 
with the challenges of men- : 
tal illness, Grasdal’s cartoon 
is timely. Mental illness is not a 
sacred subject to be tiptoed 
around; it’s to be poked with a stick 
and jeered at. Busting a gut is the 
best way through the “black holes” 
of clinical despair. And yeah, if you 
go off your pills early, it could be 


winublackdog aba 10425-whyte ave 
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Accordion-loving 
Geoff Berner is 
squeezing out 
sparks ° 37 


kinda like what he portrayed! Trust 
me—I know and ain’t ashamed to say 
it. Keep up the good work, Grasdall 
And you, too, Vue! Plunger hats and 
eyepatches for everyone! —DAWN 
Carter, EOMONTON 


Freedom isn’t in the cards 


Re: “Card target” (Vue News, Feb- 
ruary 13-19): 

1 do not mind a National ID card—I 
have dozens of ID cards already. How- 
ever, it should not be mandatory 
to have or display one, or 
to fill some government 
*data bank with our finger- 

prints or retinal scans. 

One of the original Eng- 
lish freedoms is the freedom 
of each person to go about 
his or her business with- 
out being 
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Watch WHI Hockey, enter to win Labatt Blue 
merchandise and the best seal in our house 
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41 


distrusted, and without being subject 
to arbitrary requests like “Your papers, 
please.” Our society will not be much 
safer if this freedom is lost, and the 
balance of power between the individ- 
ual and the state will have been 
tipped for the worse 

We must remember that the police 
are here to serve, to protect, to keep 
the peace—not to examine and pry 
and order us about whenever they feel 
like it. This would make all of us feel 
like criminals. —Tom Trorrier (ViA E-MAIL) 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader 
response, both positive and 
negative. Send your opinion by 
mail (Vue Weekly, 10303-108 
Street, Edmonton, AB, TS] 1L7), 
by fax ((780) 426-2889) or by e- 
mail (letters@vue.ab.ca) 
Preference is given to feedback 
about articles in Vue Weekly; we 
reserve the right to edit letters for 
length and clarity. Please include 
a daytime telephone number 
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Circus of the scars 


Travelling animal 
act has a long list 
of violations 


By TARAS GENIK 


three people at the same time. 

Lions kept in quarters so 
cramped they can’t stand properly. 
Veterinary care being withheld until 
animals are limping. 

There’s a whole other show fami- 
lies won't see when the Jordan World 
Circus, under the banner of the 
Shrine Circus, hits Skyreach Centre 
from March 7 to 9. City council last 
week rejected a bylaw that would 
have banned acts with exotic or wild 
animals from performing in Edmon- 
ton—and it turns out that Jordan Pro- 
ductions Inc. was cited by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture more than 
a dozen times between 1993 and 
2000 for offences ranging from 
improper storage of the animals’ food 
to abusive handling of the animals. 

In one report, dated July 21, 
1998, a USDA inspector describes 
how a tiger was allegedly beaten 
when it refused to perform during a 
show at the Davis County Fair- 


Te: beaten into submission by 


media 


jungle 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


A Colors primary 


| first saw Colors in 1996. There on the 
magazine rack, amid the swimsuit 
models and celebrity photos, the 
words WAR/GUERRA were outlined in 
stark white against a crimson splotch 
of blood that seeped across the paper. 
“Shopping, fashion, travel, & geno- 
cide” read the sub-caption for issue 14 
of the periodical that declared itself, 
above its trademark title—with bulls- 
eye “O"s forming the eyes between 
the nose-like “L,” resembling a bespec- 
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ground in Utah. The assault started 
with handlers poking and prodding 
the cat, still in its cage, with four-foot 
long rods. When the tiger continued 
to resist, as many as three people 
began “striking the tiger from differ- 
ent positions around the mobile 
enclosure at the same time.” The 
inspector described the handling of 
the animal as “abusive,” saying it 
caused unnecessary discomfort, stress 
and possible physical harm. Other 
observations include a limping tiger 
nearly missing a flaming hoop as it 
jumped through it, a cage too small 


for a lion to stretch, and a freezer not 
cold enough to keep two-week-old 
meat from spoiling. 

“This is not the way these ani- 
mals should live,” says Edmonton 
city councillor Allan Bolstad. “It’s 
not the way they should be treat- 
ed.” Last week, Bolstad tried con- 
vincing fellow council members to 
ban travelling shows using exotic 
or wild animals, calling them 
inappropriate. “They serve no use- 
ful function other than just to 
entertain people,” he says. “It’s 
about a proper, ethical way to treat 


tacled person staring off into the dis- 
tance—to be “a magazine about the 
rest of the world.” Clearly, even for an 
“issues” magazine, this was a long way 
from Harper's or The New Yorker. 
Inside, photos of warfront meals 
were a few pages away from a photo- 
essay on international 
arms fairs, replete with 
images of merchandise 
(assault rifle, $300) 
and their effects (a 
gun victim in Liberia in 
1990, his brains splat- 
tered onto the 
ground). There were 
extensive interviews 
with soldiers about 
what it feels like to kill, 
followed by a guide to 
all 54 wars then in 
progress around the 
world. The editorial, 


warning readers of the subjectivity of 
the media, ended, “We tried [in this 
issue] to show some sides of war that 
you don’t usually see on TV. We're not 


COLORS 51 


these animals.” 

Animal welfare advocates agree. 
Representatives from the Edmonton 
SPCA, Zoocheck Canada and Voice 
for Animals pleaded with council- 
lors during a public hearing at City 
Hall earlier this month. Not only are 
the physical conditions in circuses 
deplorable, they said, but many ani- 
mals show signs of mental stress. 
Bears rock back in forth in tiny 
cages, elephants compulsively shake 
their heads up and down and tigers 
endlessly pace their enclosure. “A 
lot of these animals exhibit signs of 
neuroses after being in the cages for 
too long,” says Melissa Boisvert, 
marketing and communications 
coordinator for the ESPCA. 


BUT IN THE END, eight of the 12 
councillors at the February 11 meet- 
ing rejected a bylaw to keep circuses 
out of city limits. Instead, council 
passed a watered-down motion 
directing city staff to work with ani- 
mal welfare groups and the Al 
Shamal Shriners to develop recom- 
mendations for provincial and fed- 
eral animal cruelty legislation. 
Councillor Ron Hayter says ani- 
mals should be well-treated. but he 
doesn’t believe the claims that cir- 
cuses are abusive. Provincial and 


sure if this information is of any use. 
But we hope you have a hard time 
disposing of it.” 

From the mundane and routine to 
the horrifying and perversely 
enthralling, Colors is like no other 
magazine out there. (It also operates 
an equally distinctive 

website at www.col- 
| orsmagazine.com.) 
Ever since | picked up 
Colors 8: War, I’ve 
been booked. But 
even 40 issues and 
seven years later, the 
mixed signals, jarring 
contexts and apparent 
shock tactics of the 
publication put a lot 
of people off and, | 
must admit, still leave 
me disconcerted. 
Colors is owned by 
Benetton and was edited, until 2000, 
by Oliviero Toscani, the photographer 
behind the infamous ads for the Euro- 
pean clothing company that stirred up 
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federal laws already address the 
physical treatment of animals, he 
adds. “If you get into this psycho- 
logical stuff—the poor tiger feels 
bad because he’s got a little hat on 
his head—that’s in the eye of the 
beholder,” says Hayter. 

Members of the Al Shamal 
Shriners Temple, which includes 
Edmonton, lobbied against the circus 
ban, outlining the club’s charity 
work, including hospitals for sick 
children. However, president Terry 
Stonehouse acknowledged that prof- 
its from the circus—about 
$150,000—go directly to the temple's 
day-to-day operations, not its chari- 
ties. Stonehouse says the club has 
used Jordan Productions for years 
and never witnessed animals being 
poorly treated. Animal abuse doesn’t 
fit with the Shriners’ mandate of pro- 
viding free medical care to children, 
Stonehouse says. “I wouldn’t allow 
it,” he says. “I don’t believe in it.” 

Boisvert says it’s a case of out of 
sight, out of mind. “The abuse isn’t 
usually done in plain sight. The 
training is done outside the city and 
of course the Shriners aren’t going to 
see that.” She adds that the Shriners 
and Hayter aren’t qualified to know 
whether animals are stressed. 


BEHAVIOURAL EXPERTS agree the 
animals’ actions indicate neuroses, 
much like obsessive-compulsiveness 
in humans. Existing laws are hard to 
enforce because of the transient 
nature of circuses, says Edmonton 
SPCA special constable Chad Goeree. 
By the time an investigation is com 
plete, the circus has left town and is in 
another jurisdiction. And existing leg- 
islation is inadequate, he adds. “That 
is where I hit a brick wall,” he says. 
“All they have to do is provide food 
water and shelter to these animals 
and they've met the requirements.” 
Boisvert acknowledges that ban- 
ning circuses in Edmonton won't stop 
abusive treatment of animals outside 
city limits. But city council missed an 
opportunity to send a strong message, 
she says. “If we put our foot down in 
Edmonton and say, ‘This is no longer 
acceptable, it’s one further place the 
circus can no longer come. The more 
places that do that, the fewer places 
circuses have to go.” © 


such controversy in the mid-’90s, strik- 
ing the cynical as tasteless, profit-mind- 
ed commercials posing as political 
statements. But if the bilingual (English 
and French in Canada), mostly theme- 
based issues—ranging from Toys and 
Race to Heaven and Slavery—no longer 
publish the controversial Benetton pho- 
tos in their pages, the ads they now 
print are unsettling in their blandness. 
Early on, the magazine seemed to 
have adopted a high standard: the only 
non-Benetton ad in the War issue was an 
MTV two-page spread showing a “post- 
card from Bosnia” on which a hotel win- 
dow was marked with an X and images 
of dancers, jet-skiiers and bikini-clad 
women all splattered with drops of 
blood. But now, two pages of an Italian 
ad urge the reader to purchase credit 
cards for the “Banca Di Roma”; the faces 
of expensive Swatches stare back; a Sis- 
ley clothes ad shows a cross-wearing 
man gripping a woman’s bare ass as she 
leans into him, her face away from the 


SEE PAGE 8 
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Squirrels just want 
to have sun 


EDMONTON—A pair of University of 
Alberta researchers are publishing a 
paper that contains some chilling news 
about global warming. Along with col- 
leagues from two Quebec universities, 
the U of A’s Stan Boutin and Andrew 
McAdam have found that red squirrels 
in the Yukon are changing genetically 
as a result of rising temperatures. 

"This is the first evidence to show 
that climate change, probably driven by 
people, is actually changing the genetic 
structure of populations,” Boutin said to 
Canadian Press. The study, written for 
the London, England-based journal Pro- 
ceedings of the Royal Society, details how 
the squirrels have started breeding 18 
days earlier over the past.decade, which 
works out to six days per generation. 
“We instituted this type of analysis not 
expecting to follow climate change 
issues,” Boutin said to CP about the 
research, which involved 5,000 female 
squirrels. “But then when we started to 
discover this very major change in the 
timing of birth... that’s when we put 
two and two together.” 

Although these squirrels-are show- 
ing signs of adaptability, Boutin won- 
ders whether they‘Il be able to keep 
pace with long-term climatic change. 
“These animals have done extremely 
well in adapting to a very rapid 
change in environment,” Boutin said. 
“We've found some of the first evi- 
dence that evolution is taking place; 
that’s good. The note of concern is we 
have no idea whether they'll be able 
to continue to keep up with these 
sorts of changes.” —DAN RUBINSTEIN 


TECHNOLOGY 
And the chip sails on . 


PalM BEACH, FLORIDA—Last year, a Florida 
corporation called VeriChip managed to 
creep out the whole world by extolling 
the virtues of their eponymous radio 
microchip, designed to be implanted 
under one’s skin as a means of identifica- 
tion. While the general response to hav- 
ing something jammed into your body 
that transmits your personal information 
to anyone who wants it was chilly at best, 
today the same technology behind the 
VeriChip has found a new home—on the 
shelves of your local department store. 
Radio frequency identification (RFID) 
\s currently being marketed by numer- 
ous U.S. tech companies as a replace- 
ment for the barcode system of tracking 
the distribution and sales of products. 
The RFID tracker consists of a microchip 
“tag” roughly half the size of a grain of 
sand that, when placed on a product, 
listens for a radio query from a local 
‘ransmitter and responds by sending 
back its own unique ID code. According 
‘o the Auto-+ID Center, a worldwide proj- 
&ct based in part at M.I.T. labs in Cam- 
bridge, the goal is to create a network 


that will make it possible for computers 
to locate and identify tagged objects 
anywhere in the world—enabling com- 
panies to “see” how many of their prod- 
ucts are in their warehouse, on a store 
shelf or, potentially, in people’s homes. 
Until recently, RFID product tracking 
had been restricted to relatively low-pro- 
file field-testing through WalMart in 
North America and the Tesco grocery 
chain in the U.K., but chances are you'll 
be hearing about it a lot more over the 
next little while. Last month, the Gillette 
corporation confirmed the purchase of 
500 million tags for market use from the 
California-based and aptly-named Alien 
Technologies. And just last week, Ameri- 
can Express headquarters announced 
that employees will have to be equipped 
with biometric RF security cards to access 
the building. German company KSW- 
Microtec has reported the development 
of washable RFID tags designed to be 
sewn into clothing and the European 
central bank is considering embedding 
RFID tags into banknotes by 2005. 
“Imagine,” writes Declan McCul- 
lagh, Washington correspondent for 
CNet News. “The Gap links your 
sweater’s RFID tag with the credit card 
you used to buy it and recognizes you 
by name when you return. Grocery 
stores flash ads on wall-sized screens 
based on your spending patterns, just 
like in Minority Report. Police gain a 
trendy method of constant, cradle-to- 
grave surveillance.” —Curis Boutet 


HEALTH 
Nurses—foiled again? 


EDMONTON—The Provincial Health 
Authorities of Alberta says that the union 
representing 18,000 of the province's 
nurses is attempting to gouge taxpayers 
and grab power. But the United Nurses 
of Alberta insists that improved patient 
care is the real issue as negotiations— 
and rhetoric—heat up in the weeks 
approaching the end of the nurses’ cur- 
rent contract on March 31. 

“The union’s proposals are about 


getting more: more money, more time 
off and more control over healthcare 
delivery,” Provincial Health Authorities 
of Alberta spokesperson Anne Marie 
Downey said to the Edmonton Journal 
last week. Adding up salary and bene- 
fits increases, as well as triple-time pay 
for mandatory overtime, Downey says 
the nurses are calling for a 22 per cent 
pay hike. Moreover, she charges that 
the union is trying to fool the public 
into thinking that money is only a sec- 
ondary issue in these contract talks. 

“We are very surprised at the 22 per 
cent increase number that the Provincial 
Health Authorities of Alberta has 
released,” responded the UNA’s chief 
negotiator, David Harrigan, who told 
the Journal that “this monetary stuff just 
isn’t our priority in this round of bar- 
gaining.” If some nurses work a lot of 
overtime, according to Harrigan, their 
raises could work out to 22 per cent 
“But we think it has to be a priority to 
avoid those overtime costs,” he says, 
“for employers and for the nurses who 
end up working all those extra hours. 
We don’t think Albertans believe it’s a 
good idea to be cared for by tired nurs- 
es who are working so much overtime.” 

That argument ties into the hefty 
information package the UNA recently 
released to MLAs and other health poli- 
cymakers.. Drawing upon four major 
research projects, the package is 
designed to show “the critical value of 
qualified nursing.” One enclosed study, 
published in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association, reported that 
adding “just one extra patient to the 
caseload of a registered nurse increases 
the likelihood of a patient dying by 
seven per cent.” An Ontario study of 
nearly 50,000 patients, meanwhile, 
found that “increasing the amount of 
care by registered nurses by 10 per 
cent was associated with five fewer 
deaths for every 1,000 patients.” 

In Alberta, the UNA pointed out, 
more than 3,000 people are hospital- 
ized every year, which means that bet- 
ter nursing care could save hundreds of 
lives. “This is compelling evidence that 
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cutting corners on staffing by regis- 
tered nurses is a formula for cheaper 
healthcare and poorer results,” said 
UNA president Heather Smith. Harrig- 
an further warned that “huge num- 
bers” of nurses will leave the province if 
the Provincial Health Authorities of 
Alberta wins the right to schedule more 
evening and weekend shifts for nurses 
in the new contract. —Dan RUBINSTEIN 


SPACE 


Prometheus unbound 


WASHINGTON, D.C.—Last week, U.S. 
president George W. Bush provided 
some much-needed relief from anti- 
Iraq hyperbole by proposing more than 
$3 billion (U.S.) in funding for NASA 
programs aimed at finding habitable 
worlds in space. The budget chapter 
entitled “Where Are the Real Space 
Aliens?” states, “In our solar system, 
scientists have discovered evidence of 
currently or previously existing large 
bodies of water, a key ingredient of life, 
on Mars and the moons of Jupiter. Per 
haps the notion that ‘there's something 
out there’ is closer to reality than we 
have imagined.” 

The new money is slated for Project 
Prometheus, a NASA initiative to build 
an unmanned probe that will study the 
icy Jupiter moons more closely. “This 
mission,” says the budget proposal, 
“will conduct extensive, in-depth stud- 
ies of the moons of Jupiter that may 
harbor subsurface oceans and thus 
have important implications in the 
search for life beyond Earth.” 

Of course, the funding is a huge 
shot in the arm for NASAso soon after 
losing the Columbia. The budget 
underlines the need for further 
research on how astronauts can sur- 
vive for long periods in space, and 
suggests that America (along with 
space-study allies like Russia and 
Canada) remains committed to 
manned missions—some much longer 
than the moon trips conducted by the 
Apollo series. —SteveN SANDOR 


vue 
point 


By DAN RUBINSTEIN 


Duct tape and cover 


When | first saw the photo in the 
newspaper, | thought it was a 
poignant artistic statement. Some 
guy in Connecticut sealing in his 
house with plastic sheeting and 
duct tape to symbolize the absurdity 
of American terrorist attack fear- 
mongering. Kind of like when Chris- 
to wrapped the Reichstag in sheets 
of white polypropylene almost a 
decade ago, only less abstract and a 
little smaller. Brilliant! Then | read 
the caption—a few times—and 
finally, still shaking my head in dis- 
belief, moved on to the article. 
Maybe | lead a sheltered life, but 
| was surprised to learn that the guy 
in Connecticut was actually trying to 
protect his family from a chemical or 
biological weapons attack with plas- 
tic sheeting and duct tape. | was 
downright shocked to read, in the 
accompanying articie, a quote from a 
lawyer who said she knew the plastic 
wouldn't help—but she didn’t want 
to be the only mother on her block 
without it covering her windows. 
With the U.S, Homeland Securi- 
ty Department advising people to 
keep three-day supplies of water 
and canned food at home, as well 
as enough duct tape and plastic to 
cover their windows, it’s easy to 
understand why tens of thousands 
of Americans are being frightened 
into this pro-war shopping frenzy. 
The U.S. Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency, the same folks 
who brought you the Citizen Corps 
snitching-on-your-neighbours initia- 
tive, have published Are You Ready? 
A Guide to Citizen Preparedness. in 
order to prepare for a chemical or 
biological attack, it recommends 
that “To save critical time during an 
emergency, sheeting should be pre- 
measured and cut for each open- 
ing.” During an attack, one should 
"Seek shelter in an internal room, 
preferably one without windows, 
Seal the room with duct tape and 
plastic sheeting. Ten square feet of 
floor space per person will provide 
sufficient air to prevent carbon diox- 
ide build-up for up to five hours.” 
No wonder retailers (i.e,, Wal-Marts 
and Home Depots) are having a 
tough time keeping barricading 
supplies in stock and stores in terror- 
ist targets as unlikely as Edmonton 
are experiencing increased demand. 
The foundation of these fears are 
the blunt terrorism alerts periodically 
issued by George W. Bush and his 
underlings. An attack is imminent, 
they warn—maybe even this week! 
But the only thing you can do is act 
like everything is normal. Be aware 
of your surroundings, sure, but go 
about your daily business. Just pick 
up an extra roll of duct tape on your - 
way home from work. @ 
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camera. There are many more slick ads 
for banal products than there used to be, 
and the effect is jarring. Thought-pro- 
voking, subversive interviews and photo 
essays are bookended or interrupted by 
the sort of commercial culture the maga- 
zine has questioned for so long. Colors 
36: Monoculture had blood pooled in 
the shape of Mickey Mouse on the cover 
and an editorial that talked about shop- 
ping malls as “the new concentration 
camps,” yet the glossier and shorter 
issue was financed, in large part, by ads 
for Levi's jeans and Valentino's perfume. 
Is Colors being hypocritical or is the 
Benetton-owned periodical simply 
acknowledging that all modern media is 
necessarily co-opted (or corrupted) by 
profit motives and advertising revenue in 
an increasingly capitalist global village? 
Although Colors’ stance on commer- 
cialism is much more conflicted than, for 
instance, Adbusters’, and while the edito- 
rials have disappeared and the presence 
of ads has diluted the polemics and poli- 


» sties:of the magazine,;each, issue still ends. ; 


with a section called Yellow Pages (in 
which dozens of websites, businesses, 
organizations and other people and 
places tangentially related to the theme 
are listed) and prints harshly critical let- 
ters. In response to Colors 19: Animals, 
which showed roadkill and discussed 
how a dog is killed before being sold at a 
South Korean market, a reader wrote: 
“You people have stepped over the 
line.... You glorify [animal] abuse. You are 
disgusting... You are trash and evil.” The 
two Shopping issues have spawned a 
coffee table book of bizarre items from 
around the globe, 1000 Extraordinary 
Objects (from Japanese bird feces skin 
moisturizer to a Polish artist’s Lego con- 
centration camp). Ultimately, though, 
what linger are the magazine's gripping, 
often haunting photos and fascinating 
interviews and facts. 

The contrasts between image and 
text are discomfiting—in Colors 51: 
The Road, dignified-looking Turkish 
truck drivers with tropical or floral 
backdrops behind them, providing an 
oddly classical or or venerating atmos- 
phere, are further juxtaposed by the 


, accompanying; quotes in large print, 


such as, “Three years ago it was my 
dream to own a truck. Now | want to 
burn it” (Abdullah, 75). 

Some of the most interesting issues 


COLORS 52 


Vou 
Rotsndo 
Trupille. 


of Colors have focussed on one place or 
person, as in Colors 52: “This is Rolando 
Trujillo.” Reading about this Tierra del 
Fuego woodcutter, | became fascinated 
by the idiosyncracies and stories of his 
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life, After:one tale, the text reads: “At 
least that’s what he told us one day. 
Another day he had a different story of 
how he arrived in Tierra del Fuego. Nei- 
ther story is entirely true and neither 
entirely false—it depended on how wist- 
ful and sad, or how talkative and bold, 
he was feeling—but both say a great 
deal about his 26 years of solitude.” The 
issue also contains his scrawled sketches, 
of how to cut down a tree, for instance, 
or a map of where an Indian skull can 
be found. The issue is ultimately about 
storytelling and relative “truths”: while 
Trujillo talks of his love for his daughter, 
his boss relates how the mother left with - 
their child and lives in a town where she 
told him, “If | see that midget mother- 
fucker again I'm going to blow his head 
off... He hasn’t given me money for 
ages. He expects his daughter to grow 
up on thin air.” 

By showing a fascinating, sprawling 
global village with its quirky, candid 
interviews and provocatively authentic 
images, Colors is a magazine about the 
subjectivity and richness of myriad indi- 
vidual experiences. Even as Colors 
exposes its own contradictions and 


flaws, it is the anti-National Geographic, 
unconcerned with anthropological 
studies, academic generalizations and 
exotic photographs. In an indirect 
response to corporate cant about tech- 
nology and business making the world 
a smaller, united place, it shows our 
globe through snapshots of individuals’ 
lives, people who live in strikingly dif- 
ferent social and cultural contexts but 
are defined as much by their profes- 
sions and day-to-day concerns as any- 
thing else. By reflecting these people 
back to us in our own “culture,” Colors 
forces us to examine the biases and 
narrow niches of our own lives. 

As Nicolas Motte, a 27-year-old 
graphic designer, says in the most 
recent issue, “A slave looks like your 
neighbor: a man who hates his work, 
but does nothing to change his situa- 
tion.” True to its original aim of docu- 
menting personal and communal 
diversity worldwide, in following the 
bright tapestry of our varied humanity 
along the common thread of each 
issue’s theme, Colors stitches together 
a lush, panoramic overview of the 
worlds we live in. © 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 


Pink ink 


| got to hang out with some of Canada’s 
finest writers when they arrived in Mon- 
treal last week, en route to Ottawa and 
Toronto for the Lambda Foundation’s 
Wilde About Sappho tour. It reminded 
me of an old-school Motown revue trav- 
elling city to city in one of those old 
Greyhound buses, except these cats 
were working the circuit in a rented 
minivan to raise the national profile of 
gay literature as well as thousands of dol- 
lars for Lambda’s scholarship foundation. 

“| was originally terrified to do this 
tour,” says Cumberland author Michael 
V. Smith, whose drag-queen alter-ego 
Cookie LaWhore writes a column for 
Vancouver's XtraWest tabloid. “But after 
the first event | realized we're all up 
there just doing our thing, telling the 
stories we're interested in. And | feel a 
sense of community with them. It feels 
warm and friendly. We have a nice com- 
mon ground even though we're each so 
different. I'm pretty happy.” 

The writers on this 12th annual 
reading tour also include national media 
darlings Kevin Bourassa and Joe Varnell, 
who wrote the 2002 bestseller Just Mar- 
ried and are currently suing Ontario for 


the right to marry; award-winning 
Toronto author Camilla Gibb; historian 
Michael Riordon; the stunningly beauti- 
ful Ivan E. Coyote from the Yukon; as 
well as Montreal's Thomas Waugh, 
whose recently-published book 
Out/Lines: Underground Gay Graphics 
Before Stonewall has just been nominat- 
ed for a prestigious U.S. Lambda Literary 
Award. (The Lammys will be presented 
at a May 29 ceremony in Los Angeles.) 
All the writers volunteered to help 
Lambda establish annual scholarships 
in gay and lesbian studies at more 
than 20 Canadian universities and col- 
leges by speaking on this tour, and 
Lambda has so far raised $10,000 for 
their Montreal scholarship fund. 
Things are going so well there is 
now talk of expanding the tour to Hali- 
fax, Edmonton and Vancouver next year. 
“This tour is like public outreach,” says 
Camilla Gibb, whose international best- 
seller Mouthing the Words has been trans- 
lated into 12 languages. “What other 
[gay] event brings us together in this 
country? It’s so cool going to schools 
and public libraries and raising money 
for kids. There was nothing like this 
when | was a kid. The first time | heard a 
woman stand up and say, ‘I'm a lesbian,’ 
I was about 20 and it made me cry. | was 
like, ‘Yes, there are role models out 
there.’ And we still need them. Yes, kids 
can come out younger in high school 
today with relative ease, but not every- 
where in this country is that possible.” 
Riordon—whose fabulous book Eat- 
ing Fire documents ordinary rural gay 
and lesbian Canadians leading extraor- 
dinary lives—says he has noticed differ- 
ences between urban and rural folk. “If 
you live in the country there are less 
options and less people, so you con- 


struct your life in ways people in the city 
don't,” Riordon explains. “That makes 
people quite inventive. But many are 
also quite frightened of the critical mass 
of being out in the city. Many will watch 
Gay Pride in Toronto and see nudity and 
leather and not so much disapprove of 
it but be alarmed by it. They ask, ‘Is this 
what | have to do? Because if | do that 
here, I'll get strung up.’ So | think it’s all 
about being who you are in the way 
you want to wherever you are.” 

Smith, who grew up in Cornwall, 
Ontario, before finally settling in Van- 
couver, was just happy to be in Mon- 
treal. “Are you kidding? Monday night 
in Montreal is better than a Friday 
night in Vancouver!” 

That's a sentiment echoed by the 
very funny Ivan E. Coyote, who | 
thought was a hot-looking boy when | 
first saw her stunning photo on the back 
sleeve of her must-read collection of 
short stories, One Man's Trash. “In small 
towns I'm perfectly passable as a young 
man,” she says, “and I'm fairly safe 
unless | give myself away with my voice. 
But I’m no longer angered by their reac- 
tions. | know what | look like and there's 
no other way for me to look. At my high 
school graduation | wore a dress and my 
hair was up, and as long as | didn’t 
move | looked like a perfect lady. As 
soon as | moved it was like, ‘Who's the 
fucking guy in the dress?’” 

Lambda’‘s Montreal event was espe- 
cially poignant for Riordon because his 
late mother Molly used to be a waitress 
in the very same venue—Tudor Hall in 
Ogilvy’s department store—some 30 
years ago. “There are strange ghosts 
here,” Riordon sighs, smiling. “I think 
she would have been proud to see me 
reading from my book here today.” © 
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Distaff and students 


New U of A women's 
collective debuts with 
Menstrual Education 
Week 


By KRIS MEEN 


e February fun just won't stop at 
Te: University of Alberta this 
year, as Reading Week segues into 
a week of something completely dif- 
ferent: Menstrual Education Week. 
The newly-formed U of A 
Women’s Centre Collective is pre- 
senting the event, which kicks off 
Wednesday, February 26 at 5 p.m. in 
Humanities Building room 4-29 
with a discussion forum entitled 


"The Politics of Menstruation.” Fac- 
ulty members from the Department 
of Women’s Studies will talk about 
what Women’s Centre Collective 
member Aliya Jamal describes as 
“the power of menstruation.” 

“Half of us do it at some point 
in our lives,” says Jamal, “and we 
don’t talk about it, which is kind of 
absurd.” The discussion will address 
this stigma and the cultural forces 
that create it, she says. On Thursday, 
February 27 (same time, same 
place), collective participant Ariel 
Beowering will lead a workshop on 
alternative menstrual products, dur- 
ing which people will get a chance 
to make their own reusable pads. 

As its name suggests, the ultimate 
goal of the new Women’s Centre Col- 
lective is to establish, er, a women’s 
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centre at the U of A. As envisioned 
now, the centre will play two roles. 
There will be a resource centre, open 
to everyone, with information on 
women’s health and local support 
services, specializing in information 
not otherwise readily available, such 
as alternative menstrual products, 


explains collective participant Mea- 
gan Johnston, Secondly, the centre 
will provide a space for women and 
“women-identified people”—“a sepa- 
rate space where women can chill, 
organize, have meetings and stuff like 
that,” says Jamal. 

Women’s centres are fairly com- 
mon at universities across Canada, 
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according to Beowering, who lists var- 
ious universities in British Columbia, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario and 
Quebec among those that have one 
already. There is a sexual assault cen- 
tre operating at U of A, and Beowering 
says that often universities have a sex- 
ual assault or a women’s centre but 
not both. While a sexual-assault cen- 
tre is “absolutely necessary,” she says 
the focus for such centres tends to be 
on damage control. A woman’s centre 
would be more proactive, she 
explains, giving women “power to do 
things that they wouldn’t normally 
do—more of a cultural institution as 
opposed to a crisis service.” 


THERE HAVE BEEN attempts at the U 
of A in the past to get a woman's 
centre together, but to date cam- 
paigns have fizzled out before reach- 
ing fruition. Beowering links 
previous failures to the political con- 
text at the U of A, which has had a 
reputation for being an apathetic and 
even conservative campus. She 
thinks the situation is improving, 
however. “There does seem to be a 
more active campus and a more 
aware student population,” she says. 
The Women’s Centre Collective 
isn’t taking anything for granted, 
though, and members have been 
busy gathering support for a centre. 
Key to their strategy is holding events 


like Menstrual Education Week 
which is similar to programs the, 
plan to run out of the woman's cen- 
tre. They have also contacted support 
staff and faculty on campus asking 
for letters of support and are circulat- 
ing a petition in order to demonstrat 
the level of support for a women’s 
centre at U of A. They hope to hold a 
referendum on the question of a 
women’s centre as a student service 
during the student elections of 2004 
So far, the feedback has largely 
been positive, although there hav: 
been a few naysayers asking the 
inevitable question, “Well, why not 
a men’s centre?” Johnston points 
out that the collective would have 
no problem with a men’s centre and 
that men are perfectly free to make 
one should they wish. “We're just 
stressing our own issues,” she says. © 


Menstrual Education Week wraps up 
on February 28 at 3:30 p.m. with a 
workshop focussing on natural health 
and fertility in the 10th floor lounge 
of the Education South building. All 
events are free, although attendees 
are encouraged to bring donations o 
menstrual products to be given to a 
local women’s organization. For more 
information, the Women’s Centre 
Collective can be contacted via e-mail 
at uofa_womens_centre@yahoo.ca 
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A demonstration of democracy 


Last Saturday’s 
anti-war protest 
made me believe in 
people power again 


By JAMES ASH 


day's anti-war march, I ducked 
nto Edmonton Centre to get 

out of the cold. While watching the 
demonstration from one of the ped- 
ways, | overheard two guys talking. 
“Isn't it great?” said one. “I love 
democracy.” 

So do I. And despite some cyni- 
cal misgivings walking into this 
protest—I had been convinced by 
friends to join—I left with the feel- 
ing that taking it to the streets may 
be one of the few weapons we little 
people have left in a world that’s 
starting to look more and more like 
a corporate police state. 

For starters, the sheer size of the 
rally stunned me. Several thousand 
people gathered in Churchill Square 
to start the march, but by the time 
it had snaked its way back there the 
throng was over 10,000 strong. Even 
the straight media, which apparent- 
ly vastly underestimated the crowd 
at the last march in mid-January, 


A: one point during last Satur- 


reported a police estimate of 12,000 

With numbers like that, you 
know we're not just talking about 
some “leftie anarchist fringe” that 
the government can conveniently 
dismiss. Every age group and demo- 
graphic was represented, from the 
twentysomething waving the “Make 
Out, Not War" sign to the older cou- 
ple who told me they condemned 
violence as a problem-solving tool 
because they never resorted to it 
when they raised their children. 

I'd been told that these sorts of 
marches were empowering, and 
now I have to admit that's true. You 


can’t help but feel like you're part of 
a movement that’s going to change 
the world, especially when you hear 
about simultaneous demonstrations 
drawing millions of marchers across 
the country and around the world. 
There's something about being part 
of a large group of like-minded indi- 
viduals that’s shouting its message 
in the street that makes you believe 
in people power. 

All this despite the fact that I 
don’t even agree with some of the 
sentiments that were being expressed 
around me. I think Saddam Hussein 
is a murderous villain and wouldn't 


cry myself to sleep if I heard some- 
one put a bullet in his head. I also 
had a problem with the Edmonton 
Coalition Against War and Racism’s 
claim that Iraq is not a threat to its 
neighbours, a statement that some 
franians, Kuwaitis, Israelis and Kurds 
in the region might object to. And I 
could have done without the knee- 
jerk anti-Americanism | saw around 
me; disliking the U.S government is 
no reason to carry around a sign say- 
ing “Fuck America.” 


BUT EVEN THOUGH | wasn’t quite 
ready to join in a rousing rendition 
of “Kumbaya” with my fellow 
marchers, | share their opposition to 
attacking Iraq. I don’t trust America’s 
motives and I think the U.S. mili- 
tary’s obsession with high-altitude 
bombing and “smart” weapons is a 
recipe for massive civilian casualties. 
I doubt whether the puppet that the 
U.S. installs in Hussein's place is 
going to have any more respect for 
human rights than he does. And I 
think invading Iraq is insanely dan- 
gerous because the one time a canny 
old killer like Hussein is actually 
going to use whatever bio-chemical 
nasties he’s got stashed away is when 
U.S, tanks are outside the presiden- 
tial palace and he's got nothing to 
lose. For maximum effect, he'll prob- 
ably lob something at Tel Aviv as 


well. (Remember, this is the guy who 
burned every oil well in Kuwait out 
of spite.) We don’t want to be 
around for what happens next 

So despite some disagreements, 
we were all united in our opposition 
to Operation Iraq. The question is 
whether that opposition will actually 
make a damn bit of difference. Before 
Saturday | would have said no, but 
now I'm not so sure. | still think 
there’s going to be a war—Bush and 
his boys obviously have their hearts 
set on it and they're the biggest kids 
in the sandbox. I can’t believe the 
self-styled holy warriors in the cur- 
rent U.S. administration will let 
themselves be deterred by protesters, 
But the Canadian government is still 
fence-sitting and this kind of public 
show of disapproval might be the 
nudge they need to actually take a 
stand against an attack. 


The U.S. regime wants Canada 
on board for the big win because it 
gives their plans something they 
don’t deserve to have: legitimacy. If 
the U.S attacks Iraq without allies, 
American foreign policy will be 
revealed for the arrogant, unilatera! 
empire-building it is. If protesting 
on a cold Edmonton afternoon 
helps to do that, it was worth doing. 

Which brings us back to democ- 
racy. We only get to vote once every 
four years, and even then the options 
are often like choosing between a 
root canal and a 36-hour bus ride. We 
need to put pressure on our politi- 
clans once they’re already in office 
and peaceful demonstration is one 
way of doing that. Once the protests 
are loud and frequent enough, the 
media starts to take note, as we saw 
last weekend. And then the powers 
that be start to get nervous, © 
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By CHRISTOPHER WIEBE 


A Talon to amuse 


When the fiction shortlists for the Giller 
Prize and Governor General’s Awards 
were released last fall, critics bemoaned 
once again that the lists represented 
only one’kind of fiction publishing in 
Canada—"“literary fiction.” But what 
exactly is “literary fiction” and what dis- 
tinguishes it from what is usually called 
“mainstream” fiction? 

I've concluded that the “literary 
novel” has less to do with plot, subject 
or theme than with the manner of the 
telling. The difference between main- 
stream and literary fiction is between 
stories that effortlessly “pull you along” 
and those that disrupt the “convention- 
al” story, between narratives that don’t 
draw attention to how they are made, 
and those that do through strategies like 
fragmentation and linguistic complexity. 

Which brings me to Talon, an 
impressive, multi-layered first novel by 
Jasper writer Paulette Dubé (author of 
three previous collections of poetry), the 
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kind of work that would usually be 
described as “literary fiction.” It centres 
on the Morin family, who move from 
the Gaspé in the 1870s to Montana, 
and then to Talon, Alberta in 1911 
when the French language is being sup- 
pressed, They bring with them conflicts 
with the Trefflé and Massie families that 
stretch over generations. Many in the 
extended family have, through prayer, 
powers as healers. The surprisingly com- 
pact novel incorporates a rich variety of 
materials and types of speech, from 
journal entries and French song lyrics to 
transcripts of interviews, recipes, 
genealogies and dreams. The search by 
Phélice Morin in the early 1960s for the 
truth behind her family history, using 
photographs to elicit information from 
her family about their collective past, 
provides a spine for a novel about dis- 
covery and forgetting. 

Winnipeg writer Margaret Sweat- 
man once told me she wrote her first 
novel, 1991's Fox, about the Winnipeg 
General Strike in a disjointed, polyphon- 
ic way because at the time she “didn’t 
know how to write plot.” (Sweatman 
reads at the U of A this Wednesday, by 
the way, at 2 p.m. in HC L-3.) Her state- 
ment struck me as disingenuous, 
because Fox achieves a rare balance 
between disruptive form and content. 
In the same way, Talon is an accom- 
plished example of the best kind of lit- 
erary novel, one where the form 
enhances rather than disables the pleas- 
ure of reading. Moving backwards and 
forwards in time, jumping into scenes in 
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medias res, the novel is at first disorient- 
ing. But as you read on, connections 
are made, things fall into place and you 
move ahead with greater assurance. 
Paulette Dubé will be reading on Febru- 
ary 28 at Greenwoods’ Bookshoppe 
along with Rudy Wiebe, Todd Babiak 
and Thomas Wharton. 


While I’m not keen on placing Dubé — 


in an ethnic pigeonhole, her novel sent 
me scurrying back to a lost classic of 
Franco-Albertan fiction, La Forét, a 1935 
novel by George Bugnet, who lived most 
of his life near Lac Majeau. While Talon is 
about community, Bugnet explores isola- 
tion in a psychologically complex novel 
about a naive French couple who try to 
hack a homestead from the bush north 


of Edmonton. The forest is a towering | 


central character, impassively enduring 
human attempts to wrench profit from 
it, waiting to “regain the frontier across 
the last bones of man.” What Sinclair 
Ross did for the horizontality and aridity 
of southern Saskatchewan in As for Me 
and My House, Bugnet does for the 
labour-devouring northern forest. 


But what rhymes 
with “olive”? 


Since at least the dawn of the Klein Revo- | 


lution, the Alberta Tories have met at 


Martini’s Bar each Wednesday evening | 
while the Legislature is in session to doo- | 


dle their vision for the province on the 
backs of their beer coasters. Poets and 
poetry groupies need an excuse to frater- 
nize and plot strategy as well: Enter the 


Olive Reading Series, organized by | 


poets Adam Dickinson, Jonathan Meakin, 
Paul Pearson and Andy Weaver. On the 
second Tuesday of every winter month, 
The Olive occupies the kitsch-slathered 


southem room of Martini’s and combines | 
readings by established poets with open | 


mic recitations by newer writers. 

Drawing roughly two-dozen listeners 
per reading, it has an open, cozy atmos- 
phere unique in Edmonton’s literary 
scene. One of the models for the Olive, 
Weaver explains, was the strong bar-cen- 
tred poetry readings he encountered in 


| war on Chechnya!) 


Ottawa and Fredericton. “Bookstore | 


readings tend to be more autocratic,” he 
says. “People don’t want to chat. At a bar 


| a disarmingly articu- 


it’s informal, with other patrons and wait- | 


resses milling around, and it just loosens 
everyone up.” Now in its third year, the 
Olive has balanced local poets (among 
them Alice Major, Tim Bowling and Doug 
Barbour) with out-of-towners like Rob 
McLennan and Derek Beaulieu. Two 


more poets will be presented this year: | 


Vancouver's Russell Thornton in March, 
and Hamilton’s Chris Pannell in April. 


Publishing the bans 
The 19th annual Freedom to Read 


Week, celebrating intellectual freedom 
in print, runs with events across Cana- 


da from February 23 to March 1. In | 


Edmonton, a “Banned Book Café” will 
be held at the Second Cup attached to 
the Milner Library downtown (February 
24 at 7:30 p.m.), which will include 
readings from books that have been 
censored in the past. @ 


Contact Christopher Wiebe at 
printculture@vue.ab.ca 
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Milan Kundera 
crafts a slim but 
potent debunking 
of nostalgia in 
Ignorance 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


vet Revolution, Milan Kundera’s 

ignorance concerns the strange 
fate of Czech émigrés. Once assured 
that they would simply never be 
allowed return to their home country, 
imagining Stalinism’s infinite rule, 
they were suddenly confronted with 
open borders and waiting families. 
What's more, they're confronted with 
the sense of moral 
duty imposed on 
them by friends in 
their adopted 
countries, people who see emigration 
as a straight tragedy and the collapse 
of decades of Soviet oppression as a 
hallowed opportunity for these émi- 
grés, like the mythically nostalgia-sick 
Odysseus, to enact their Great Return. 

Well, Kundera will have none of 
that. With his singularly mercurial 
wit, he’s crafted a narrative that 
exiles the notion of nostalgia for 
one’s home country to the world of 
Homer. We can imagine terminally 
grumpy Kundera growing weary 
over countless Frenchmen plaguing 
him with demands to return to his 
native Bohemia as a literary hero, as 
Solzhenitsyn did once Mother Russia 
reopened its doors to ». 
him and he could 
finally abandon his 
life in the U.S, (And 
thus become a 
warmongering 
spokesman for the 


S: in the period following the Vel- 


Ignorance is Kundera’s 
eloquent response to 
these demands and, 
once the initial 
venom dissipates into 


late compassion, it 
also becomes some- 
thing that transcends 
that. Like 1997's Identity, it’s a suc- 
cinct novel of complex ideas that 
drift outward from its slim 195 
pages, and one that reveals the 
homelessness of modern life (since 
an émigré can never truly be accept- 
ed as a citizen of their adopted coun- 
try nor get reimbursed with the 
citizenship of their homeland). 

Irena is a Czech émigré widow 
now living in France, Josef a Czech 
émigré widower now living in Den- 
mark. (The two will eventually have a 
serendipitous meeting in an airport, 
which promises to lead to one of 
Kundera’s strange climaxes of sexual 
liberation.) Both are hesitant to revis- 
it their homeland, though they do 
suffer intermittent pangs of nostalgia. 
But once they arrive in the new capi- 
talist Czech Republic after a 20-year 
absence, time, progress and a certain 
mass inertia have thwarted any nos- 
talgic satisfaction. (Josef pays a visit 
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to his mother’s grave only to find 
she’s been forced to share her 
cramped plot with the whole family 
of in-laws and is now mere meters 
from a large freeway.) More troubling- 
ly, they feel as though, in order to re- 
establish their roots, they must 
forsake the last 20 years of their lives 
abroad—no one is interested in their 
new lives, no one asks questions, 
since they are not exotic foreigners 
but merely one of them. (In fact the 
same thing happens to Odysseus 
when he finally returns to Ithaca. It 
happens to me every time I go home 
for a family dinner.) 


ONE COULD CERTAINLY argue that 
the problem with Kundera’s famous 
blending of fiction and essay is that 
his philosophical constructs force his 
characters to con- 
form to narrow 
views. Whenever | 
start a new Kun- 
dera novel, I always worry that this 
problem will finally manifest itself, 
killing the spontaneity and humour 
that Kundera himself considers 
essential to the novel. (His favourite 
contemporary novelists are the 
magic realists, whose perpetual sto- 
rytelling technique is founded on 
spontaneity.) But I can’t honestly say 
he’s ever let me down in this regard. 
There's something weirdly organic 
about his books, a tension that 
develops between the seemingly 
opposing forces of narrative and 
essay that finally forms the final 
whole—a whole that seems to have 
come into being despite the inten- 
tions of the author. 

In Ignorance, the 
anti-nostalgia theme 
holds right until the 
end yet is contradict- 
ed frequently. Dur- 
ing a scene in which 
Josef feverishly tosses 
a package of child- 
hood mementos into 
the garbage, Kundera 
argues that nostalgia 
is solely for the 
young (this is what 
he amusingly refers 
to as “the mathemat- 
ical paradox of nos- 
talgia”), but immediately afterwards 
he gives us a very moving portrait o! 
Josef’s nostalgia for his wife, listing 
all the ritualized gestures he makes 
to preserve her memory. Josef real- 
izes that the real reason he will not 
be moving back home is because his 
dead wife has no place there, so in 
effect he’s dismissing one form of 
nostalgia for a more recent one— 
one that reflects his adult, chosen 
life instead of the life he was born 
into. Has this individual character 
managed to wriggle out from under 
Kundera’s philosophical blanket and 
spoil everything? Not at all. Free- 
dom of the individual is really the 
only political conviction Kundera 
has ever held. © 
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By SIBYLLE PREUSCHAT 


A grief synopsis 


It’s not easy to talk about death in this 
culture of glitzy denial. There are no 
courses in school and little official recog- 
nition that being with a dying person or 
dying yourself requires massive social 
support. None of us is ever the same 
after the death of a loved one. By neces- 
sity, the grieving process is about 
redefining ourselves and reorganizing 
our lives in the face of enormous loss. So 
dying also involves a profound coming 
to terms with our life. But we can ease 
these transitions by accepting our feel- 
ings without judgment—whether fury, 
sorrow, bitterness or peaceful anticipa- 
tion—and by delving deeper into our 
life philosophy or spiritual practice. 

When we're close to a dying per- 
son or mourning a loss, it can feel dis- 
respectful to focus on our own 
well-being. Being realistic about 
death, however, also means realizing 
the fact that in the land of the living 
we're responsible for our own health. 

Stomach pain, loss of appetite, 
intestinal upsets, sleep disturbances, 
panic attacks, chronic fatigue, suicidal 
thoughts and depression are all com- 
mon side effects of acute grief. An 
existing illness may worsen, or a new 
one might develop. If you lose some- 
one due to a crime, overwhelming 
anger can greatly complicate your 
grief. Multiple losses such as happen 
with AIDS can also overwhelm us. 

If these scenarios are part of your 
life, seek professional help or a sup- 
port group. You might also find it 
helpful to research near-death experi- 
ences (NDEs)—most people who've 
had one lose their fear of death. 

Here are some comments from a 
variety of experts on the subject of 
coping with death. 

“Grief, bereavement and mourning 
are different for every individual. 
{Expecting a particular] pattern of 
response can make you feel you’re 
doing something wrong. Acknowledge 
that grief work can be a very complicat- 
ed process that takes time. Our culture 
is not very good at giving that kind of 
time. Try not to have expectations of 
yourself; this an exploratory time for 
finding meaning. As well, you want to 


start giving yourself signs that you can 
survive this. Find ways to nourish your- 
self.” —JuDE JOHNSTON, M.S.W., HARM 
REDUCTION COUNSELLOR, PSYCHOTHERAPIST 

“If a death is ‘in time,’ it’s easier to 
assimilate—it’s in the natural order of 
things. If the death is ‘out of time,’ it chal- 
lenges our worldview more. The more 
one’s assumptive world is challenged, the 
greater the disequilibrium, chaos and 
confusion. When trauma overlays grief, 
grief is complicated immensely. [We 


explore] what knowing and loving that 
person has meant to you. What lessons in 
living and loving has he or she taught 
you? When you have a sense of the 
deceased's legacy, you are changed irrev- 
ocably, and through the changed you, 
the deceased continues to influence the 
world.” —STEPHEN FLEMING, PROFESSOR OF 
PSYCHOLOGY AT YORK UNIVERSITY, CLINICAL 
PRACTICE IN TRAUMATIC GRIEF 
“Primary caregivers in the end stages 
of illness may have to spend up to 17 
hours a day in caregiving. [People who 
succeed] use respite services (e.g., from 
hospice volunteers) effectively, keep in 
touch with their emotions, set limits and 
boundaries, exercise, eat well and sleep. 
Death is a journey into chaos. To live in 
that situation entails giving up control, 
which is counter to our day-to-day 
modus operandi. The best-kept secret in 
_caregiving is that when you care for 
another and you're feeling competent, 
not isolated, and you're dealing with 
your anticipatory grief, it makes you feel 
good—it's just an incredible feeling.” — 
BLAIR HENRY, CLIENT SERVICES CO-ORDINATOR 
“Every person | have ever done a 
past-life regression session with has 
expressed a greater comfort with 
death as a result. Some people have 
articulated that they feel a connection 


with a much longer-lasting part of 
themselves. They look at the bigger 
Picture and say, ‘Oh, it’s probably not 
the first time I've died. It won't be the 
last, and dying brings opportunities 
for new beginnings.’” —Twita PLant, 
HYPNOTHERAPIST, PAST-LIFE REGRESSIONIST 

“A healthy dying process for all 
parties involves realism, respect and 
responsibility. Ideally, both parties 
admit they won't live forever and say 
things they may not have a chance to 
say again. Older people will sometimes 
say they want peace. We shouldn’t 
behave as though we think this is cow- 
ardice or laziness. When you're sick, 
there’s a strong desire that others take 
care of you. It’s better if responsibility is 
shared. People who die without a will, 
a living will or power of attorney for 
healthcare aren't respecting their chil- 
dren. Your family might have to live 
with the burden of being uncertain 
whether they did what you would have 
wanted.” —RUTH VON FUCHS, SPOKESPER- 
SON, RIGHT TO Dit Network oF Canada 

“About 15 per cent of adults and 40 
per cent or more of children in life- 
threatening circumstances may have an 
NDE. At least 95 per cent of people who 
have one no longer fear death. Many 
feel a real longing to go back to this 
area of intense beauty, peace and con- 
nectedness. If you let the individual 
who's caring for a dying individual know 
about NDEs, anybody who doesn't flat- 
out reject the idea will receive a mes- 
sage of hope that their loved one will 
continue on in a realm that’s wonder- 
ful.” —JerFrRey Lonc, M.D., FrounDeER, Near 
DEATH EXPERIENCE RESEARCH FOUNDATION © 
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The blend of fur 
and designer 
lingerie remains 
well-nigh irresistible 


By MICHAEL BURWELL 


Rabbit boa 


hy on earth would anybody 
We fur and nothing else but 

the skimpiest items of under- 
wear? “After all,” I can hear the 
logicians among you spluttering, “if 
it’s that cold outside, | mean, 
shouldn't you bundle up ina 
sweater or something?” 

That's the problem with you logi- 
cians—you've got no understanding 
of the human libido. Fact is, the 
combination of fur and artfully dis- 
played female skin has always had a 
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Fox cuffs and collar 


powerful effect on the male psyche. 
The beautiful woman showing up at 
the hero's door, shrugging her fur 
coat from her shoulders and letting it 
pool around her nude ankles as she 
reveals herself to be totally naked 
underneath.... The gorgeous gal 
reclining on an animal rug wearing 
nothing more than a filmy teddy... 
“Steamy” Hollywood sex scenes use 
these images again and again, but 
like the cliché says, every cliché has a 
little bit of truth in it, and the combi- 


nation of bare skin and bearskin is 
one that few filmmakers or photogra- 
phers have been able to top. 

Maybe it’s the juxtaposition of 
delicate femininity and the sugges- 
tion of animalistic passion that 
makes lingerie and fur go so well 
together. Maybe the secret lies within 
the contrasting textures—the silki- 
ness of the lingerie versus the com- 
parative coarseness of the fur. Or 
maybe pretty girls just tend to look 
good in anything a little bit naughty- 


Fox pom-pom boa 
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looking. Decide for yourself as you 
Tuminate over this portfolio of pho- 
tos by Francis Tétrault that bring a 
touch of the beast into the boudoir 
And try to refrain from growling. © 


Photos: Francis Tétrault 
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Russ and Frownin' Jay 

spin and provide bios on 
the artists they play wile 

RATT serves up drink 
specials for Friends of 

CJSR cardholders. 
RATT is located on the 
7th floor of the 
Students' Union Build- 


Te | reatelaiielars ing, and is open to 


U of A students, staff, 
SOR CM SULT UICMGRUEMOLIE | ain: and their guests. 


‘(e@geaadsce'eses — WUEWEEKLY 15 FEBRUARY 20-26; 2003 


Kicking Horse resort 
makes everybody 
feel like a VIP 


By HART GOLBECK 


been three years since Whitetooth 


[:- amazing how time flies. It’s 
Ski Resort morphed into Kicking 


‘The well qu 2.5" ot Wagon is 
Ce gale 


Horse Mountain Resort but this was 
my first visit to the transformed des- 
tination. Turns out the wait was 
worth it. One of the odd things 
about driving to Kicking Horse— 
odd for.an Edmontonian, anyway— 
is that the road to Golden takes you 
past three awesome resorts in Banff 
but the lure of the Purcell cham- 
pagne powder just keeps you going. 
In all, it's about a six-hour drive, 


depending on conditions in Kicking 
Horse Pass. 

The first major improvement 
that struck me upon my arrival was 
in the 13-kilometre climb from 
Golden up to the base lodge. The 
old gravel duster has been replaced 
with asphalt and the suicide corners 
are now much more rounded and 
manageable. Another bonus: you 
can actually ski from the parking lot 
without having to hoof your gear 
around. When Kicking Horse came 
onto the scene three years ago they 
said they’d build a big lodge, run a 
gondola from the top to the bottom 
and place a world-class eatery right 
at the peak—and they’ve made good 
on that vow. 

The ride on the Eagle Express 
gondola to the peak, a cool 7,700 
feet above sea level, was amazing. 
We lucked out at the base—when 
our turn came to climb on board we 
got into one of their VIP cars, which 
are usually reserved for weddings 
and come complete with cushy seats 
and armrests. (There were some 
holes that apparently once housed a 
stereo, but 1 suppose thieves have 
no limits.) We were further reward- 
ed upon reaching the top of the hill, 
where we were greeted by a sensa- 
tional vista as we breathed in the 
cool, thin mountain air. 

Kicking Horse is geared to the 
intermediate to expert skier; more 
than 60 per cent of their runs are 
black or double black diamond. 
There's one green run from the top, 
and if you're learning there may be 
no better way to improve—it’s 10 
kilometres long and you'll probably 
be an intermediate skier after cruis- 
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Subaru Logacy was cated "Hest to Class” six tines in the 


ing it a couple of times. I headed left 
into one of their bowls (“Bowl 
Over”’—ah, ski resorts and their 
puckish sense of humour!) and 
although it hadn’t snowed for a 
couple of days and the champagne 
had fizzled there still was some 
boot-top powder to be found and 
none of the crud some of the other 
resorts have been experiencing in 
their upper bowls. There are three 
bowls open for skiing and riding: 
Bowl Over, Crystal and Feuz Bowl. 
The last one was added this season, 
along with the Stairway to Heaven 
quad, which takes skiers up an 
amazing 8,000 feet and deposits 
them at the top of Redemption 
Ridge. Beware if you head here, as 
all runs are double black diamond, 


ONE OF MY FAVOURITE parts about 
this particular trip was eating lunch 
in the airy Eagle’s Eye Restaurant, 
with its wall-to-wall windows and 
huge wrap-around deck, which 
would really rock in the springtime. 
The food here is not your normal ski 
fare, and although the dinner menu 
looked a little pricy for my budget, 
the lunch menu was not too steep. 
A delicious Buffalo Baguette and 
beer came in under $20 and other 
items like brie and pesto chicken or 
fajitas were available for around the 
same price. If you're really cash- 
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slation of Canada (AJAC), Car of the 


mus awards are a remarkable testament 


xcelicnce and outstanding quality 


MBAP STAMTING AT 


$27,895" 
SUBARU CITY 


484-7733 * 10120-178 ST 
TOLL FREE 1-800-586-1467 


strapped and still want to sample 
the view, you can order a round of 
Alpine Poutine, which surely will 
hit the spot as well. 

The range of accommodations 
here are very wide; which one you 
choose will depend on the condi- 
tion of your pocketbook. If you've 
just won the 6/49, for instance, you 
may want to check out the deluxe 
rooms in Eagle’s Eye. For $1,500 a 
night you get priority lift status, 
your own ski instructor for the dura- 
tion of your stay, 24-hour personal 
valet service as well as restaurant 
and bar service after everyone else 
has left for the day. There are plenty 
of other options for us plebes, 
though. The Whispering Pine at the 
base has condos that sleep six for 
$300 a night, while my personal 
choice, the Sportsman in Golden, 
charges about $70 per night. It’s 
only a 15-minute drive to the slopes 
and you save a bundle. By the way, 
here’s an extra food tip—while in 
Golden check out Apostoles 
Restorante. It’s cheap and the food 
(a tasty assortment of Greek dishes) 
is fantastic, right down to the 
home-baked bread. Jeez, am | a ski 
writer or am J turning into David 
DiCenzo? Maybe | should head back 
to Kicking Horse and put in a few 
more hours on the slopes—as I write 
this, it just started snowing again. © 


RALLY SUBARU 


989-0700 - 9404-34 AVE 
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By RICK OVERWATER 


The Anderson tapes 


The previous year saw Jaclyn Anderson 
was pleasantly surprised to find herself 
finishing as the number-one amateur in 
the ASA’s overall standings. Now in the 
thick of the competitive season, it 
appears that last winter’s performances 
were no fluke for the 17-year-old Calgary 
rider. Last week in Prato Nevoso, Italy, 
she walked away from the Junior World 
Championships with a ninth-place fin- 
ish—a respectable showing for a rider 
who's just starting to test herself against 
international competition. Anderson's 
sights were set higher, however. 

“It wasn’t quite what | wanted,” 
says Anderson, citing a flu bug and a 
lack of sleep as the obstacles that stood 


By HART GOLBECK 


We should be so lucky 


Camelback Ski Resort in Tannersville, 
Pennsylvania was unable to open on 
Monday because of—get this—“too 
much snow.” Apparently, the resort was 

unable to get groomers on their slopes 
and their 13 lifts were snowed under after 
60 centimetres of snow were dumped on 
the hill during a hectic 24-hour period. All 
was better by Tuesday, but skiers and rid- 
ers have only a couple of days to enjoy 
their good fortune with a major rainstorm 
predicted to hit by Friday. 


From Astroturf to powder 


The Chateau Lake Louise is hosting a 
CFL Charity Challenge from March 28 
to 30. It looks like a pretty good deal if 
you're into schmoozing, as both Eski- 
mo and Stampeder players will be on 
hand to raise money to fight prostate 
cancer. $399 gets you two nights at 
the Chateau as well as all your food, 
skiing, a fun race and a fitness seminar 
conducted by the players themselves. | 
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between her and her desired results, “| 
pulled it together and decided a top 10 
finish was okay. I'm more happy with it 
now than | was before.” 

If the results preceding the Junior 
Worlds are any indication, she has lots to 
be happy about. Anderson is shaping up 
to be a powerful contender in the World 
Cup circuit. This season was somewhat 
of a question mark for her, seeing as she 
was still recovering from a broken ankle 
(the result of a skateboarding mishap 
earlier in the summer). But that didn’t 
stop her from pitting herself against 
some of the strongest competition she'd 
ever faced. “| wasn’t feeling very strong 
but I started out with the Whistler World 
Cup,” she says. “I placed 16th—it was 
really good for my first one.” 

Of course, most people would say 
that coming out in the top 20 against a 


suggest you don’t hang out at the fin- 
ish line when the lineman start racing, 
as I’m sure that a few fences will come 
crashing down. If you're interested, 
call 1-877-253-6888. 


Faster, pussycat! Hill! Hill! 


Sun Peaks Resort near Kamloops, B.C. is 
once again hosting a Velocity Speed 
Skiing event. Slated for the February 28 
to March 2 weekend, it will be one of 
six sanctioned stops on the World Cup 
speed skiing tour. Speed skiing, by the 
way, is the fastest non-motorized sport 
in the world; this particularly event will 
feature 100 racers from over eight 
countries zooming by at speeds in 
excess of 175 km/h. The race will take 
place on Headwall, an extremely steep 
slope where racers will go from zero to 
170 in only eight seconds. As you 
might expect, racers unfortunate 
enough to crash risk severe friction 
burns as well as the usual broken bones. 


Pass won't fail 


The new owners at Marmot Basin have 
introduced a new deal for midweek 
skiers. For $299 plus GST you get an 
unlimited midweek resort pass good 
until the end of the season. The pass is 
valid from Monday to Friday, and con- 
sidering Marmot's usual $43 daily rate, 
the pass will pay for itself in just seven 
days. It’s probably just a nice gesture 
from the new owners to the locals, but 
if you're planning to ski a bunch in the 
spring it’s definitely a great deal. © 
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slope side lodging, hot pools and more! 
j CALL NOW FOR FEBRUARY SPECIALS! 
NORAMA.cOM 1-800-663-2929 


roster of pros including Canada’s best 
Olympic hopefuls is more than just 
“good.” Currently, Anderson sits third 
in the Canadian rankings behind 
Maelle Ricker and Natasza Zurek, two 
of Canada’s best female riders. 
Anderson says there have been too 
few local comps to determine provincial 
rankings yet. But her results in the Koka- 
nee RCR series would seem to indicate 
she’s on her way to being provincial 
points leader this season. On January 26 
she snagged first in the women’s half- 
pipe at Lake Louise, taking home $800 
in the process. The day before, she 
claimed second in the boardercross 
comp. The following week she took 
another second in BX at Nakiska 
Boardercross, of course, is not 
Anderson's primary discipline and not 
quite the points-earner that halfpipe is. 
“| started off doing boardercross for 
fun because you're out with the girls all 
weekend,” says Anderson, As time goes 
on, though she’s starting to consider 
investing more time into the event. 


4211-106 Street 
Edmonton, AB 
413-4554 


“Now that I'm seeing some results I'm 
starting to want to do both. | think 
halfpipe makes you a stronger boarder- 
cross rider and vice versa.” 

With NorAms taking place at 
C.O.P. in Calgary this weekend, Junior 
NorAm finals in Big White on February 
28 and a host of other competitions 
coming down the pike, Anderson has 
a busy season ahead of her. Fortunate- 
ly she attends the National Sports 
School located in Calgary, which 
makes her schedule easier to juggle 
With her final year of high school 
nearly finished, she plans on stepping 
things up a notch next winter 

“| would love to make the 
Olympics, love to be a pro, do all that 
stuff,” enthuses Anderson. But that 
doesn’t mean she has illusions about the 
life of a pro snowboarder, a career that 
doesn’t exactly guarantee riches 
that matter, a sustainable income. “Plan 
B is to go to university,” she laughs. “I'd 
still want to do that even if | got into the 
pro snowboarder circuit.” © 
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GOLD GETAWAY 


173 nights Gold level studio condominium 
lodging with unlimited skiing during your 
stay. Double occupancy.Kids under 8yrs 
old ski & stay FREE! Hot pool access. 


$269 


per adult “based on 2 adults sharing" 


LAST MINUTE ESCAPE 


3 nights Bronze hotel style lodging at the 
Pine Inn with unlimited skiing for 2 adults 
during your stay. Double occupancy. 
Adjacent to Bars & Restaurants. Full 
access to Panorama Springs Hot Pools. 


“$189 


per adult *based on 2 adults sharing* 


SILVER GETAWAY 


3 nights Silver level studio condominium 
lodging with unlimited skiing during your 
stay. Double occupancy.Kids under 8yrs 
old ski & stay FREE! Hot pool access. 
Upgrade to a one Bedroom condominium 
available from $269 per adult. 


“$219 


per adult “based on 2 adults sharing” 


FRIENDS TAKE A BREAK 


4 nights Silver level one bedroom 
condominium lodging. Unlimited skiing 
for 4 adults during your stay. Mid-week 
only Quad occupancy. Adjacent to Bars & 
Restaurants. Full access to Panorama 
Springs Hot Pools. 


“$239 


per adult “based on 4 adults sharing” 


skipanorama.com 1-800-663-2929 
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soards 
Snow Zone performs 
an exhaustive test 


drive on the season’s 
latest boards 


By DAN JANCEWICZ 


for Snow Zone, | was fortunate 
nough to have been supplied 
with some demo boards from the 
great stores around town. Aware of 
the hard-pack conditions awaiting 
me at Fortress Mountain and Mt. 
Norquay, I searched out some stiff 
boards to ride with Jamie Lawrence, 
a weekend snowboard instructor at 
Rabbit Hill and generally the most 
balls-out snowboarder I know. 

At United Cycle (10323-78 
Ave), Josh set us up with the Nitro 
Team 161. This board is well-known 
as some riders’ halfpipe board of 
choice but it sure is a tank. It's 
rather heavy and the camber is 
super-stiff and snappy, which means 
you need to be a bit of a hulk (much 
like Jamie) to get this board per- 
forming up to its full technical capa- 
bilities. It’s an excellent all-around 
board (as opposed to one meant just 
for the halfpipe), but it takes a sig- 
nificant effort to make this one 
turn. The Team absolutely hauls ass 
around long carves, though. If 
you're interested in this board, 
make sure the sizing is absolutely 
spot-on because your strength will 
definitely be tested if you're riding 
to that next level of skill and speed. 
The rather primitive base material 
didn’t impress me much; a so-called 
“team” board should not be made 
with an extruded base, blended or 
not—unless you're riding for Team 
WalMart, that is, and this board 
does not quite fall into that sort of 
price-point. 

River Valley Cycle has moved 
to a huge, new location just south 
of the Nicholdome GM dealership 
at 75th Street and Argyll Road. 
There, Dave Callahan lent me his 
own Option Signature 161.1 was 
more than excited to test this one 
out as I've been riding a Signature 
for the last three winters. Narrower 
(and faster edge-to-edge), lighter 
and slightly more flexible than the 
old board, the new Signature is 
becoming a real mutant.It's always 
been known to be a freestyle board, 


D::: my last trip to the Rockies 


but the old Signature excelled at rid- 
ing at high speeds and making huge 
carves on hard or groomed snow. 
How freestyle is that? The new 
board, though now lined with car- 
bon inserts for added strength, is a 
fair bit easier to ollie and Slightly 
lighter than its predecessors. It Stays 
true to its intended purpose while 
still providing the same carving 
prowess as its previous incarnations. 
Moreover, it’s built with an awe- 
somely resilient 4000 sintered base. 
Built to last and lightning-fast. 

Jim at Pacesetter (10054-167 
St) was nice enough to supply us, on 
very short notice, with the Ride Pro- 
file160. Without the high-tech 
Stringers it doesn’t quite have the 
pop of the Signature in ollies or 
seem as suited to long carves as the 
Nitro, due to its somewhat deep 
sidecut. However, in the limited 
powder runs it was quite a bit easier 
to control; it’s lighter and has a 
tighter turning radius than the Nitro 
and it can float a bit better than the 
Option we tested. The base, howev- 
er, must have been the thinnest of 
any board we tried out—you could 
see the core through one of the 


gouges the board suffered at 
Fortress. Not to worry, though; we 
promptly took the board to Dan the 
Pacesetter Repair Man, who demon- 
strated the awesome work he’s done 
in saving a lot of customers’ boards. 
Edge replacements and base patches 
are not the easiest of repairs, yet 
Pacesetter can handle even the most 
complex jobs. It may not quite be 
Ride’s best ride by any standard, but 
this board makes a great deal for the 
one-board owner who spends more 
time in mountain pow than on 
local groomed runs. 

At Totem Outdoor Outfitters 
(7430-99 St), Roland promptly set us 
up with some of the best gear that 
Nidecker has to offer—not one, not 
two, but three demo boards to give 
us an awesome overview of what 
this company’s all about. There are 
only two regions in Canada that get 
boards from Nidecker (Europe's old- 
est board manufacturer) and 
Edmonton's one of them. The 
Nidecker Smoke 160 is a super-stiff 
board. Honestly, I can’t see how 
anybody can ride this board in the 
park for jibbing as it’s intended, as 


there is absolute- 
ly no forgiveness 
in it whatsoever. 
You have to be just fly- 
ing in order to make this 
board flex enough to get 
the stored pop out. Where 
this board excels is any- 
where but in the powder—it 
cut a swath through the hardpack 
like few other boards with no chat- 
ter or sketching whatsoever. Even in 
the chewed-up chunks left over after 
the powder got eaten up, the Smoke 
did not disappoint as it blasted 
through the chop. Most important- 
ly, Nidecker has addressed the issue 
of the old Smoke’s habit of delami- 
nating and has improved the cap 
construction for all the new models, 


THE NIDECKER MOUNTAIN 161 is 
probably one of the most responsive 
boards we've ever ridden. It's 
extremely light, with tons of energy 
in its tail. This is a free-ride board 
with older freestyle features—in 
other words, it’s a noodle, but a 
super-fast one. This board has a real- 
ly tight turning radius which, com- 
bined with its lightness, makes it 
the ideal smooth-turning powder 
board. You have to ride very techni- 
cally down the groomed runs, 
though, because it provides a lot of 
feedback with very low chatter. 
Sneeze and it'll respond—this board 
does not forgive errors at higher 
speeds. It was awesome in the morn- 
ing powder but suffered a bit when 
things got choppier or harder, 
which means it wouldn't be a good 
idea to make it your only board. 
(With the Smoke though, you've got 
a quality one-two combo.) My only 
complaint about this board is its 
pathetically weak 1800 sintered 
base, which looked like we'd taken a 
cheese grater to it when we were 
done, The damage isn’t too much to 
repair, though, and well worth the 
trouble for such an original ride. 
The board that excited us more 
than anything else was the Nidecker 
Megalight 167, the lightest produc- 
tion freeride board on the market. 
We were luckily enough to have 
been allowed to test one of Roland's 
co-workers’ own boards (thanks, 
Dan!), as Totem was all sold out of 
this line. It starts with the stone- 
ground, graphite base, easily the 
fastest of any of the boards we tried 
(though the Mountain came close). 
It’s a capped board that maintains a 


prodi- 

gious 
amount 
of torsional 


stiffness when 
you need it, as the Kevlar 
and carbon inserts vastly 
improve performance under ten- 
sion and compression. Don’t think 
that freestyle maneuvers are impos- 
sible, though; the tail is quite lively 
I tried the board out in Norquay, 
where even though the runs were 
sketchy I managed to control the 
carves until I caught myself going 
too fast. The size of the board was a 
bit too much for me and the stance 
too wide for me to be able to handle 
railing edges under really high 
speeds, which is what the runs at 
Norquay are all about. 

The immense size of the board 
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dawridge Hotel © Conference Centre 


© Ski Packages from ‘96. 
¢ Bed & Breakfast packages from $51. 
© Ski & Spa Packages from *141.” 


¢ Spa Packages from *105.°~ 


" ackage ieciudes brockiest end diner 
z coun pee 2 per person, per night, based on double occupancy & subject to applicable taxes. 


Not vali 


with any other offer. 


AIR CANADA (#) 


Aéroplan 


Rewards are offered 
on most of our rates 


and packages. 


82 Connaught Drive ¢ Jasper AB ¢ 1-800-661-6427 « www.sawridge.com/jasper 
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suited 
Jamie 
just fine, 
though, “Tt’s 
the Lamborghi- 

ni of snowboards!” 


he exclaimed. “The rebirth of my 
technique and skill appreciation!” 
"Nuff said, Jamie. If you're an 


advanced rider looking for that 
magic feeling of riding for the first 
time again, this board might scare 
it’s that good. Although the 
Megalight’s a tad expensive, appreci- 
ating this board’s dynamics requires 
skill, not money. @ 


you 


1.800.587.3327 


; Ski & Board 
marmot basin MARMOT BASIN 


jasper, alberta, canada 


A) se 
Jasper's best selection 3, FZ Te Me 
of New & Used Music \ a/ 
(866) 666-EDGE 852-3600 
Your Transportation to 


MARMOT BASIN! 


PPY 
RENTALS HERE! 
Just our new stock of ... 
BURTON BOARDS 


618 Patricia Street 852-3898 


www.freewheel.ca 


2nd floor, Corner of 
Connaught Drive (Main 
Street) and Hazel Avenue 


AAA Alberta Beef * Pasta 
Prime Rib * Seafood 


EDGE CONTROL ski snop 


Singe 979 
614 CONNAUGHT DRIVE 


JASPER 


888.242.3343 


Have the advantage of af Jasper's s best tuned rental skis! 


ADULT SHAPED SKI PACHAGE $22 /day 


Boots, Sizes 5 - 16 * Hoad skis, 138m - 180cm * Direct To 


ADULT PERFORMANCE PACKAGE $32/day Wire rer | 
Volk, Blizzard & Yolant - 
SHOWBOARDS 532/day ae 


* Head step-in boots and binding: 


TELEMARK EQUIPMENT ‘ST day 


+A varlety of K2 and Tua skis with plastic boots * 


Children's menu. 


Elevator available. 


Beat the crowds. 
Reserve 
Your Rentals! 


‘c ra J 620 Connaught Dr. 


Downstairs 


g 852. ane” 


an 
Everest Outdoor 
WES! 789.852.5902 


Totem Ski Shop 
wy 800.363.3078 


*Maligne Canyon 
icewalks 
*Snowmobile Tours 

sledding 
idlife Safaris 
*Train Tours ; 
*Heli/Cat Skiing — S$. 


Source for Sports 
780.852.3654 


(.. 


* Guided snowshoe or cross country outings. 
* Van tours to the Maligne Valley and to the 
Columbia Icefields. 


SeuczARD @ voranr esses’ asper's Newest and Only 


paar Bar 


or reserve online 
jaspersports.com 


Walks nd Talks 


JASPER 


888.242.3343 


Enjoy Jasper’s Unique 
Mountain Resort Experience 


THE PINES 


AT PYRAMID LAKE RESORT 


PY RAM Bb LAKE 


The centrepiece river rock 


RESORT 


JASPER NATIONAL PARK 


For $ 1 49° Stay one night and your 


second night is free.” 


Package includes: 

e $20 Food and Beverage Voucher for The Pines Restaurant 
e Upgraded Accommodation to a Cavell Room 

e Complimentary use of Fitness Room 

¢ Complimentary Parking 


* Offer available Sunday through Thursday. Based on availability, 
single/double occupancy, plus applicable taxes, valid through April 30, 


2003, excluding holiday season December 20, 2002 to January 5, 2003. 


Pyramid Lake Resort is nestled along the shores of 
Pyramid Lake, a scenic 5 km drive north of the Jasper 
town-site. This year-round resort offers 56 rooms and 
chalet-style accommodations. All rooms have stone 
fireplaces and views of the lake and mountains. 
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fireplace extends into the 
vaulted ceiling as you overlook 

Pyramid Lake and the majestic Canadian Rockies. Open daily 
for breakfast, lunch, or dinner, you will be treated to the 
culinary skills of our talented Chef and his team, who in their 
open kitchen invite you to watch them prepare your meal. 


_usiiee 
MACLAB 


HOTELS & RESORTS 


fe TPE 'K 
/ Wonderful ae” Nature. 


www.maclabhotels.com www.pyramidiakeresort.com 
reservations@pyramidiakeresort.com 1.888.852.4900 


|Marmot Basin’s 


: — . pluseGST 
A special offer from the new owners of Marmot Basin 


The new owners at Marmot Basin want you to ski or For details call 


board as much as you can handle from Monday to Friday! | _. ai VIA DCH 
Marmot's Mid-Week si As is NEW eed be . ak 7 8 0 “ 8 5 2 ° 3 8 1 6 44/ YI" 


see . / Wonderful. By N c 
marmot basi eh yours for only $299 plus GST. . | or visit ww w.skimarmot.com SS At 


e 
Fresh Pasta Made Daily ,, : 
=” AY * Unique breakfast skillets 
. * Alberta prime rib & fresh BC salmon 
Restaurant @ Cappuccino Bar * Chalkboard specials 


Atha-B Nightclub — Jasper's Hottest Spot After Dark 
* Light, sound & video system with 30 TV's & closed circuit cameras 
E58 + Dance to Dj spun tunes & occasional live bands 


» * Separate pub J games room * Lounge with VLT's and Big Sports TV 


=P, ATHABASCA HOTEL, 510 Patricia St., (780) 852-3386 


= : : ‘ x | \ { ; i - _ 
With a side order: if ee | eo \/ tol li ii Ski 'n' Stay Package 
ON EG eT Bl Great Variety of Rooms! 


Jasper National Park, AB 


Great Rooms - Great Rates = Phone: 780-852-4461 
Jasper earls Breakrast - Luncu - Dinner © oe 
ghee so eae , Toll Free North America: 


OMG pt grants Merl! 404 Connaught Drive + 1-800-661-7343 : 1-800-661-1933 


Te The Eagle has Canided/4 
MALIGNE LODGE $93.01. Deals Include: | AN 


*Two Full Day Marmot Basin Lift Tickets 


«Complimentary Daily Breakfast <_ 661 -131 oP » 


arg: fie] 20% OFF All Food Purchases 
room ad with 2 adults. Food discounts TT al Sorrentinos, Buckles, and Prime Rib Villiage. 
‘ ict ; + i 30, 2003, Not valid with vy other offer 
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On my merry snowmobile 


Gentlemen, start 
your engines: an 
unforgettably speedy 
ski trio to Valemount 


By COLIN CATHREA 


trip in a long time. This was no 

ordinary ski trip, after all; 1 was 
heading to Valemount, B.C. to go 
snowmobile skiing with SSS Powder. I'd 
be driving my own sled up to the 
high country and then skiing pristine 
powder as my guide hauled me up to 
his favourite spots. I can’t understand 
why it’s taken me so long to give this 
a try. Many years ago we watched 


fir: been this excited about a ski 


some guys across the valley from 
Panorama taking turns driving one 
another to the top of a set of bowls 
and skiing powder all day. We saw 
them heading down to Invermere 
later that day and we stopped beside 
them. I asked them about their day. 
Their response consisted of a shrug 
and the remark, “Snow was okay, but 


- | SNOWMOBILING 


we burnt almost 30 bucks in gas.” 
Geez, I blew 30 bucks on Junch! 

I passed Jasper and the sky started 
to break, but as I passed Mount Rob- 
son, the massive mountain remained 
hidden behind a veil of gray. | arrived 
in Valemount five hours after leaving 
Edmonton and drove around town to 


get my bearings. This town goes from 
one end of the spectrum to the 
next—there are new lodges for heli- 
skiing operations, high mountain 
lodges catering to snowmobilers, new 
hotels and motels, but there are also 
squalor shacks that are probably used 
for cheap weekend excursions. 

It doesn’t take long to realize that 
this is not a ski town—this is four- 
wheel-drivin’ snowsled country. I 
stopped in for a chunk of Angus steak 
at the Caribou Grill at around 5:30. 
The place was mostly empty, but soon 
a parade of trucks with high-end snow 
machines made their way into the 
parking lot. After 45 minutes or so, a 
horde of about 25 or 30 people had 
pulled together some of the tables in 
the huge log restaurant and settled 
into their beers and drinks. Their talk 


£2 The Condition Report 


Local 
Rabbit Hill - 70cm base, 0cm of new snow in the last 7 days, All lifts & runs open 
Snow Valley - 70cm base, Ocm of snow, All lifts open 
Sunridge - 70cm base, Ocm of new snow, 10 runs and 6 lifts open 


Alberta 


Sunshine - 128cm base, 22cm of snow in the last 4 days, 12 lifts 92 runs open 
C.O.P - 100cm base, O0cm of new snow, All lifts open 
Lake Louise - 125cm base, 13cm of snow in the past 4 days, All lifts open 
Wintergreen - 51cm base, 0cm of snow 
Fortress - 1038cm base, 14cm of new snow, 28/47 runs open 

Marmot/Jasper - 164cm base, 12cm of new snow, 67/80 runs 6/8 lifts 


Nakiska - 79cm base, 7cm of new snow, 4 lifts 31 runs 


Mt. Norquay - 75cm base, 16cm of snow in the past 3 days 15/28 runs, 4/5 lifts 
Castle Mt. - 164cm base, 12cm of snow in the past 7 days, 55/59 runs 


B.C. 


Whistler - 201cm base, 34cm the last 7 days, Machine groomed 

Silver Star - 159cm base, 20cm of snow, 7 lifts and 99/100 runs open 

Big White - 177cm base, 25cm of new snow, 13/13 lifts and 110 runs open 
Apex - 122cm base, 20cm of snow, 3 lifts and 58 runs open 

Sun Peaks - 112cm base, 4cm of snow in the past 7 days, 9 lifts and 114 runs 
Fernie -254cm base, 68cm of snow in the past 3 days, 5 lifts, 107 runs 
Kimberley - 109cm base, 25cm of snow in the past 3 days, 7 lifts, 67 runs 
Panorama - 263cm of snow all season, 7cm of new snow, 10 lifts and 95+ trails open 
Fairmont - 10cm of new snow in the past 3 days, All lifts and runs open 
Kicking Horse - 142cm base, 10cm of snow , 3/5 lifts & 73/78 runs open 

Red Mt. - 217cm base, 27cm of snow in the last 7 days 83/83 runs 

Powder Springs - 177cm base, 15cm of snow in the past 5 days, All lifts open 


U.S.A. 


Big Mt - 180cm base, 51cm of new snow, 8 lifts open 


49 North - 142cm base, 5cm of new snow, All lifts open 


Mt Spokane - 86cm base, Ocm of snow, 60% of lifts open 
Big Sky - 132cm base, 5cm of new snow, 17 lifts 
Red Lodge Mt - 182cm base, 24cm of new snow 
Schweitzer Mt - 149cm base, 0cm new snow, All trails open 

Lookout Pass - 137cm base, 1cm of new snow, All trails open 
Silver Mt Resort - 81cm base,7cm of new snow, All lifts open 


All conditions accurate as of Feb.19, 2003 


EASY RIBE 


4211-106 St. 413-4554 
Edmonton, Alberta 


SNOWBOARDS www. TheEasyRider.com 
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was of trails and conditions, and 
whose sled needed repair. 1 was so 
pumped, I knew sleep would not 
come easy that night. I figured a slow 
jog in this clean mountain air might 
help, and I was right. The warm recep- 
tion and soft bed at the Ramakada 
Motel helped settle my anxiety. 

The next morning at 6:30 I heard 
a truck go past my room. It’s Pete 
Zablotny, SSS Powder’s owner, opera- 
tor and head guide. As I would soon 
find out, Pete is a hard-working, 
friendly and very professional guy 
who has started a company that’s 
obviously going places. I wandered 
down to his room, which was filled 
with backpacks, thermoses and gear 
of every description. He’d just fin- 
ished cooking our lunch, which will 
consist of veggie-pasta soup, bagels 
with cream cheese and an assort- 
ment of snacks and drinks. This guy 
was well-prepared and I realized he’s 
been doing this for a very long time. 
We threw the gear into the truck, 
which was pulling five high-end 
mountain snowmobiles, and headed 
off to meet the rest of our group for 
breakfast. After a hearty bite, it’s off 
to the starting point of what would 
turn out to be one of the best days I 
have spent on earth. 


IN THE STAGING AREA parking lot, 
Pete and his other guide, Joel Cinna- 
mon, unloaded the sleds by driving 
off the front of the trailer, which is 
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Southwestern Alberta's Rocky Mountain powder hideaway 
with B65 oms average snowfall. Experience Canada’s 
longest continuous fail line on 1600 skiable acres. 
Glades. chutes, bowls and in-bounds back country. 


‘See cu wmbste lor unbeatable Sin Seep packages. 


at least two feet high. These 
machines are tough and made for 
the rough stuff. I noticed the three 
other customers are nervously stand- 
ing by: Donna, Millar and Chris are 
Edmontonians who were originally 
planning on going cat-boarding but 
reconsidered on account of the ava- 
lanche conditions and decided to go 
with SSS Powder. (Donna phoned 
Pete three times for reassurance.) 

SSS Powder has a definite safety 
procedure that they run through 
before any excursion. First Pete 
makes sure everyone has the proper 
personal equipment—I have my own 
ski helmet, but the rest of the group 
needs to borrow some of Pete’s. We 
all get carefully kitted out with a 
transceiver, two-way radio, probe, 
shovel and water, and then get 
instructions on using each of them. 

Now it was time to pack the sleds 
with our snowboards, skis, lunches 
and safety equipment. The entire 
group going up today were first-time 
snowmobilers and after learning how 
to operate these beautiful machines, 
we tooled around the parking lot to 
get a feel for handling them, Because 
I've had some riding experience, Pete 
gives me a 700 Polaris, warning, “Be 
careful with that one, Colin—she’s 
real fast and will buck you off if you 
give her too much gas.” 

After just a few minutes of warm- 
up, we started up an old logging road 
that will take us over one mountain 


MOUNTAIN RESORT 
Pincher Creek Alberta 


www.castlemountainresort.com 


range, up a long valley that climbs 
several thousand feet to an alpine 
meadow where our base camp will 
be. It’s 25 kilometres away. Somewhat 
tentatively, we began our ascent and I 
soon found out how much power my 
sled has. I had to try at least one full- 
throttle blast, so I gripped hard, and 
went about 80 km/h in two seconds. 
My heart was pounding and my 
adrenaline glands were going full tilt. 
| was riding a bloody rocket! 


ABOUT 17 KILOMETRES into the 
trip, we began to climb. Finally, we 
emerged above the tree line and an 
endless ocean of white washed in 
front of us. We killed our engines and 
Pete asked what we thought. All of us 
were in awe. What a playground! We 
cruised for several more kilometres to 
a lake surrounded by big rounded 
peaks and set up camp. Other than a 
couple of obviously dangerous areas 
with rocks jutting out, the rest of the 
area is ours. Food and extras came off 
the sleds and within minutes I was 
flying to the top of our first run of 
the day at about 60 km/h—I was on 
the fastest chairlift in the world! We 
got to the top, tossed on our boards 
and skis and plunged down the 
untraeked slope for a 1,000 vertical 
descent back to the lake, This took us 
all of 15 minutes. At this rate, I 
thought, I'll have 107000 vertical in 
by noon. Pete then told me about a 
friend he took up who was a moun- 
tain bike racer and expert skier. He 
was in excellent shape and went 
nonstop until 1 p.m., by which time 
he was burnt out. “After about 20 
runs,” Pete concluded, “he was 
happy to just snowmobile for the 
rest of the day.” 

After lunch, we headed out to 
the next area about five kilometres 
away. By this time the group was 
confident with the sleds and the soft 
snow allowed us to cruise effortlessly 
over the ridge and into the next val- 
ley. We stopped the sleds, killed the 
engines and heard the familiar 
thumping of helicopter blades com- 
ing up the valley. The big bird land- 
ed on the mountain directly across 
from us about four kilometres away. 
We jumped on the sleds and flew to 
the top of our run. As we tossed our 
skis off, I noticed we were at the 
same elevation as the heli-skiers— 
7,500 feet above sea level, according 
to Pete’s altimeter. We cruised down 
‘o another lake over 1,000 feet 
elow with our “rockets and chauf- 
curs" waiting for us. By the time we 
£0t back to the top, the heli-skiers 


were still gearing up. The chopper 
left and we took off again in virgin, 
untracked powder. Once again we 
rocketed to the top, just as the heli- 
people were heading down. We had 
made three runs to their one! Heli 
offers between 10,000 and 20,000 
feet of vert a day at about $1,000. 
You can do that with a snowmobile 
by noon for $250—and you've got 
your own sled all day as a bonus! 


BEFORE LONG, | was bagged and after 
downing a power bar and some water, 
I boarded my sled to explore and play. 
I have to admit, I enjoyed the snow- 
mobiling more than the skiing. Not 
that the skiing wasn’t good—in fact, it 
was excellent. But racing one of these 
machines over the hills and through 
valleys was too much fun. These fire- 
balls have power similar to an Indy 
car—it’d be like having a 700 horse- 
power motor in your car. I put on 40 
kilometres up here alone. 

With the sun going down and a 
bumpy 25-kilometre ride ahead of us, 
Pete suggested that we should start 
down. He took a final cruise around 
the areas where a few other sledders 
were camped and picked up some 
garbage. “I can’t understand how 
they can bring up full cans,” he mut- 
tered, “but can’t take down empties.” 
Pete also makes a point of staying 
away from environmentally sensitive 
areas. Woodland caribou inhabit this 
alpine highland, and the last thing 
they need is a snowmobile chasing 
them and burning up the few hard- 
earned calories they've foraged for all 
day. But he also loves bringing peo- 
ple into the area and watching them 
having fun and enjoying the beauty 
of the landscape. 

We crested the last part of the 
alpine and Pete raised his arm to 
give the “kill motor” sign. We shut 
down our sleds as he pointed to the 
never-ending valley and sunset. 
Four caribou were walking slowly 
over the horizon and disappeared 
into the amber-gold skyline. We sat 
watching them in the most tranquil 
silence I can ever remember. “What 
a good end to a great day, hey 
guys?” Pete said softly. We fired up 
the machines, brightened the head- 
lights and made our way home. ® 


Check out SSS Powder at 

www. ssspowder.com. Four people 
can stay at the quaint, cozy, clean 
and cheap Ramakada Motel (1-888- 
923-5656) and split the $50 per 
night charge. 
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Ski Packages 


$ 89. 50 per person 


All four properties feature: Free Evening Shuttle Service to downtown shops, restaurants and night clubs; The Best of Banff Dixcount 
book, providing exchisive discount offers to our quests from Banff's be and reataurants Complimentary u 
and the Caribou Snow School, which provides private wd and sr id fewons from some of Canada's best 
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BANFF PTARMIGAN INN 
Located just steps from downtown shops and 
nightlife the hyn offers: in-house ski school, 
curbside snow shuttle plekup, in-house spa 
and health club facilities with sauna, steam 
room and 2 whirlpools. Relax next to the large 
fireplace in Caramba! Restaurant and Lounge. 


ove 


HIDDEN RIDGE RESORT 
Tucked away on Tunnel mountain, the modern 
‘condos and rustle A-frame chalets feature: 
‘wood buming fireplaces and full kitchens, Soak 
in the Incredible views from the glant 30 
room and the Keg Steakhouse and Bar, the person hottub or take the free evening shuttle 
locals favorite for aprés ski and steaks, to downtown shops and restaurants, 


KEG: Reservations: 1-800-563-8764 
www.bestofbanff.com 
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The Elephant and Castle on Whyte's 


By DAVID YOUNG 
anp JOHN TURNER 


Last week the Oilers earned one out of 
a possible six points on the road. The 
team lost in regulation to the Montreal 
Canadiens and Ottawa Senators and 
lost in overtime to Mario Lemieux and 
all the Penguins he can afford to keep. 
Tougher opponents are coming up. 
Hey, who really wants to watch the 
playoffs anyway? 


John: It’s been a tough week on the 
road for the Oilers, but | think we 
should try to take a look at the posi- 
tives. Okay, now that we've got that 


Comfort. Convenience. Red Arrow offers Business Class Service — more 
legroom, laptop plug-ins, fold-down tables, downtown-to-downtown 
pickup and dropoff, private seats, plus complimentary snacks and 
drinks. It's a relaxing environment perfect for getting the job done. 
Make productivity your driving force and travel Red Arrow. 


SINGLE + DOUBLE ROW SEATING * ADVANCE SEAT SELECTION * CORPORATE 
RATES * FOLD-DOWN TABLES # LAPTOP PLUG-INS « CAR RENTAL 


Daily express passenger and parcel service between Calgary, Red Deer, Edmonton and Fort McMurray 


red/orrow moter coach 


Reservations / information 1.800.232.1958 
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out of the way, let's get critical. (Hey, 
that almost has the makings of a hit 
single!) Edmonton looked very ordi- 
nary against the boring Ottawa Sena- 
tors and lost the game 2-0. Two days 
later they ceded a 3-0 lead to Mon- 
treal before making it a close game 
and losing 3-2. You might use the 
excuse that some of Edmonton’s top 
players have been out of the lineup 
(and the remaining top players have 
looked like shit), but after Mario 
Lemieux, who does Pittsburgh have 
on their team? And how do.you 
explain that this AHL cast playing 
with the Magnificent One managed 
to beat the Oil on Tuesday night? 

Dave: If | owned a copy of Willie 
Nelson’s “On the Road Again,” it 
would be in tiny pieces on my floor 
right now. What a horrid, putrid and 
disappointing road trip it’s been. Mind 
you, Montreal, Ottawa and Pittsburgh 
all had stellar goaltending on their 
side with José Theodore, Patrick Lal- 
ime and Johan Hedberg, but the team 
looked weary and lifeless for most of 
the tour. Mike Comrie came back 
early from a thumb injury and has 
played his worst hockey in an Oiler 
jersey. Here’s the bottom line: the 
team left Edmonton in fifth place in. 
the Western Conference and as of 
Wednesday they were eighth. 

John: | guess there's one positive 
from last week, The teams chasing 
Edmonton for the final playoff spot 
have also played poorly and haven't 
gained any ground on them. But that 
shouldn’t make Oil fans feel too com- 
fortable. Edmonton went through a 
bad stretch last year after Christmas 
and the points that they threw away 
on teams like Montreal and Pittsburgh 
kept them out of the playoffs. 

Dave: I've had enough. I've made 
a list. I’ll explain, You can go for a 
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walk, enjoy the spring weather, go 
fishing, play Frisbee, start your spring 
cleaning, read a great book, help the 
homeless, home the helpless, rent 
some movies, spend time with your 
family, learn how to make sushi, learn 
how to tie flies, learn anything new, 
go for a nice little vacation, learn how 
to play an instrument, watch base- 
ball, watch football, meet a nice girl, 
meet a nice guy, start a new career or 
just do absolutely nothing. This is my 
emergency list for anybody who 
thought they would be cheering the 
Oilers during the Stanley Cup play- 
offs. If they keep playing the way they 
have been, the team will be left out 
again this year. 

John; It’s interesting to note that 
if the season ended today Edmonton 
would face Dallas in the first round of 
the playoffs. Maybe this has nothing 
to do with the Oil, but powers higher 
up are in control. Call it fate if you 
will, but maybe Edmonton is destined 
to play the Stars and there is nothing 
in their power they can do to avoid it 
Hey, did you notice Dan Cleary in the 
Pittsburgh game, by the way? Looks 
like he can be traded after all. 

Dave: His game against the Pen- 
guins was one of his best. He scored 
on a floater early in the game and cre- 
ated several chances to score as the 
game continued. His name always 
crops up as trade bait, but his play 
most of the season wouldn’t have 
made him attractive to other teams, 
and a couple more games like Tues- 
day's performance against Pittsburgh 
and we could get two bags of pucks 
Or maybe people will want Cleary to 
stay. When he plays the game like he 
did Tuesday, why get rid of him? But 
back to Dallas. The Stars look scarier 
than ever this season. They added Bill 
Guerin and Scott Young to the team 
in the off-season to join American 
Olympic teammates Mike Modano 
and Derian Hatcher. And they 
acquired Claude Lemieux this season, 
a player who's always beeh a thorn in 
the Oilers’ side. And Jason Arnott is on 
the team this year. You hated them 
before? Just wait until the playoffs! © 
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$ Upto $10 per* 
$$  $10-20 per 
$$$ = $20-30 per 
$$$$ 30 per & up 


* Price per person, before tax & tip 


BADASS JACK’S (7 locations in Edmonton and 
area. Call 468-3452 for location nearest you, or 
visit www. badassjacks.com) 


BOOSTER JUICE (9 locations in Edmonton and 
area) Come experience a warm, upbeat atmos- 

with healthy, energizing, fantastic tasting 
smoothies! $ 


CAFE MOSAICS (10844 Whyte Ave., 433-9702) A 
wide variety of home-made, healthy meals, featur- 
ing many selections for vegetarians. $ 


ORIENTAL VEGGIE HOUSE (10586-100 St., 424- 
0463) Edmonton's only totally vegetarian restau- 
rant. Non-smoking. $-$$ 


ROUTE 99 DINER (8820-99 St., 432-0968) 50's 
diner with an abundance of memorabilia, a jukebox 
playing ‘SOs music and a great variety of food. $-S$ 


TURKISH DONAIR AND KEBAB (10332 Whyte 
Ave., 434-6597) $ 


BAGEL BIN BAKERY & BISTRO (#226, 6655-178 
St, 481-5721) A little piece of Europe in the heart 
of Edmonton. Hearty homemade soups, grilled 
Italian sandwiches, caffe latte and cappuccino, 
fresh crusty breads, bagels, luscious pastries and 
tortes... Need we say more? $ 


BAGELATTE (Baseline Rd. & Cloverbar, Sherwood 
Park, 417-1911) eR mae and cream 
cheeses made fresh in our bakery. Caffe latte, cap- 
puccino, breakfast and deli sandwiches, desserts, 
ice cream. Open 7 days a week. Bagels and spreads 
at Old Strathcona Farmers Market on Sat. $ 


BEE BELL BAKERY (10416-80 Ave, 439-3247) 
Baking over 400 fresh items daily. From bread, 
bagel and buns to cakes, pastries and pies. In old 
Strathcona for 46 years! Cash and cheques only. $ 


BUNS AND ROSES ORGANIC WHOLEGRAIN 
BAKERY (6519-111St,, 438-0098) Allergy-free baking. 


TREE STONE BAKERY (8612-99 St., 433-5924) 
Artisan bread shop making pain au levain (true 
French sourdough). $-$$ 


BISTRO PRAHA (10168-100A St., 424-4218) 
The first European café since 1977 and still the 
only one. $$ 


CAFE DE VILLE (10137-124 St., 488-9188) 
Located in Old Glenora, offering a diverse and 
eclectic menu in a warm and inviting atmosphere. 
(Check out the full menu at cafedeville.com) $$ 


CAFE SELECT (10016-106 St., 423-0419) Offering 
lunch, dinner and late night dining in a relaxed 
atmosphere for over 14 years. French style cuisine, 
seafood, steaks. $$-S$$ 


CAROLE'S CAFE & CATERING (10145-104 St., 

425-1824) Creative, comfortable, accommodating. 
Offering a diverse menu of fresh French and Italian 
food in a warm and inviting atmosphere. $-$$ 


DANTE’S BISTRO (17328 Stony Plain Rd., 486- 
4448) Enjoy our diverse menu in our bistro or on 
our rooftop patio. $$ 

FOUR ROOMS (#137 Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave. 
& Rice Howard Way, 426-4767) Casual dining in 
® Upscale environment, featuring a unique inter- 
national tapas menu. $$ 


JAX BEAN STOP COFFEE & BISTRO (Seven loca- 
tions in Edmonton, 478-0480) Visit one of our 
locations and enjoy a Euro breakfast, lunch or sam- 
ple our huge selection of desserts, Daily specials 
available. Exclusive supplier of “Rocky Mountain 
Roasters” custom roasted gourmet coffee. 
Smoking and non-smoking. $ : 

A PIAZZA BISTRO ITALIANO (10458 Whyte 
Ave., 433-3512) jalizing in home made thin 
zone, soups, unique pastas and ttalian gelato. $ 
MANOR CAFE (10109-125 St., 482-7577) 
Remarkable location, flavour and service. Great 
Prices an dishes from around the world. $$ 


MATESS URBAN BISTRO (8223-104 SL, 431- 
0179) The first European bistro since 1996 and still 
the only one. Radegast on tap. Only smoking. $$ 
WINA'S (10139-124 St, 482-3531) papgusiated 
Casual elegance. Live music Fridays 

Saturdays. $-$$ 

RIVERSIDE BISTRO (Thomton Court Hotel, 99 St. 
and Jasper Ave., 945-4747) Experience casual but ele- 
gant atmosphere with continental flavour and enjoy 


RUSSIAN TEA ROOM (10312 jasper Ave., 426- 
0000) Best cheesecsbe fu town. A quiet and 


STORMIN’ NORMAN'S (#29 Perron St, St. 


Albert, 460-1699) Cozy bistro offering appetizers, 
fresh salads, steaks, seafood, pastas Cappueinos,. 
lattes and desserts. $-$$ 


SWEETWATER CAFE (1 2427-102 Ave., 488- 
1959) In the heart of Old Glenora, delicious, 
health-conscious dishes made fresh. $-$$ 


TASTY TOM'S BISTRO & BAR (9965 Whyte Ave 
437-5761) Find a taste explosion on the other side 
of the tracks. Let our chefs Tom and Christian enter- 
tain you for lunch, dinner or a late night snack. $-$$ 


CAFES 


AROMA BOREALIS (Coopers & Lybrand Building, 
211, 10130-103 St., 944-9603) Designer sand- 
wiches, latte, cappuccino, great coffee, and fabu 
lous desserts by Skopek’s Bake Shop. $ 


BENNYS BAGELS CAFE ON WHYTE (0460-82 
Ave., 414-0007) Come for breakfast, lunch, or for 
4 latte or cappuccino after a night out. Check out 
‘our patio for the hot summer days. $ 


BOHEMIA CYBER CAFE (11012 Jasper Ave., 429- 
3442) Comfortable surroundings, enjoy our array 

of productivity and entertainment software over a 
chai latte or a bow! of Mexican tortilla soup. $$ 


CAFE AMANDINE (8711 Whyte Ave., 465-1919) 
Featuring fine french cuisine—quiches, tortes and 
crepes. Bakery and pastries. Take out catering. Live 
music Thursdays $ 


CAFE LA GARE (10308A-81 Ave., 433-5138) 
Smoke-Free. Licensed and offers a winning medley 
of culinary delights and fresh baked goods. $ 


CAFE LACOMBE (10111 Bellamy Hill, The 
Crowne Plaza, Chateau Lacombe, 428-6611) The 
finest in fusion cooking. Best breakfast and lunch 
buffets in town. $$$ 


CAFE LILA’S (10153-97 St., 414-0627) In the 
farmers market. Grilled sandwiches, daily specials, 
European desserts and specialty coffees in a smoke 
free environment. $$ 


CAFE ON WHYTE (10159-Whyte Ave., 437-4858) 
Open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday. Plenty of 
parking. Breakfast and lunch specials. Come and 
enjoy our quiet and friendly atmosphere $ 


CALABASH CAFE (10630-124 St.,, 414-6625) 
Creative Caribbean cooking in casual yet comfort- 
able atmosphere. lunch, dinner or late night 
snacks. Come for the food, stay for the party! $-$5 


CAPPUCCINO AFFAIR (4 locations, 482-7166) 
Friendly staff, home-like atmosphere, fireplace. 
Light breakfast, lunch or night-time snack. $ 


CLICK HERE CAFE (10805-105 Ave., 423-4002) 
Open 10 a.m. till 3 a.m.. The place that no one 
knows about, but everyone goes to. $ 


EXPRESSIONZ CAFE, MARKET & MEETING 
PLACE (9142-118 Ave., 471-9125) Homestyle 
cooking in a friendly and creative atmosphere. Live 
music, artists giftshop, special events, Licensed. $ 


JAZZBERRYS TOO CAFE (10116-124 St, 488- 
1553) Good home-style cooking in a relaxed envi- 
ronment. Smokers always welcome. $ 


MARKET CAFE (16615-109 Ave., 930-4060) Fast, 
fun and for the family. Featuring daily breakfast, 
lunch and dinner buffet and a delightful 4 la carte 
menu. Non-smoking. 5-55 


MUDDY WATERS CAPPUCCINO BAR (8211-111 
St., 433-4390) Great eats and drinks in a comfort- 
able atmosphere. Daily liquor and food specials. 
Open till midnight. Catering. $ 


NETWERKS INTERNET / NEW MEDIA CAFE 
(8128-103 St, 909-5871 Gourmet, fresh sand- 
wiches made to order. Smoking $ 


THE POMEGRANATE 8614-99 St., 433-8933. 
European style café with espresso bar, selection of 
loose teas, Tree Stone baked goods. Light fare, 
beyond ordinary. $ 


SAVOY'S GOURMET HEALTH CAFE (11010-51 
Ave., 437-7718) South Indian cuisine, vegetarian 
menu, sandwiches and soups for under $3.99. 
Fruit and vegetable juice bar. Non-smoking. $ 


STEEPS (12411- Stony Plain Rd., 488-1505) The 
original tea café. Huge selection of premium loose 
tea. Sit, sip and savour! Great gift ideas, awesome 
desserts and light lunches. Non-smoking, $ 


SUGAR BOWL (10922-88 Ave., 433-8369) The 
esoteric and eclectic café, Full espresso bar, fresh 
baking daily. Daily hot specials. Live entertainment 
Friday nights. $-$$ 

SUNTERRA MARKET (Commerce Place, 201, 
10150 J. rr Ave.,426-3791) Muffins and pas- 
tries fesy made at our on-site bakery. Non- 
smoking. 

URBAN GRIND (101 24-124 St. 451-1039) Come 
and try our Fresh Fruit Bubble Drink in our eclectic 
atmosphere. Variety of specialty coffees, mouthwa- 
tering desserts, homemade soups and sandwiches 
made fresh when ordered. Open until 2 a.m. 
Mon.-Fri, Smoking. $$ 


(CAJUN HOUSE (7 St. Anne St, St. Albert, 460- 
8772) Worth the drive to sample some of the best 
jambalaya and gumbo in the province. $$ 
DA-DE-O (10548-82 Ave., 433-0930) Funky-style 
restaurant in an old-style diner on Whyte Ave. 
Smoking. $$ 


u PURCHASE (10320-111 St, 420- 
6779) Higher-end style of cooking from the bayou 
and great atmosphere. ss 
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CANADIAN 


BARB & ERNIE’S (9906-72 Ave., 433-3242) One 
of the best Mom and Pop operations in the city. $$ 


BILLIARDS CLUB (2 fi. 10505-82 Ave., 432-0335) 
Rack ‘em up and chow down, with heaps of burg- 
ers and mugs of ale. $ 


CENTURY GRILL & LOUNGE (3975.Calgary Trail 
South, 431-0303) Lunch, dinner, cocktails. Upscale 
dining serving many grilled Canadian specialties 
Private dining room, restaurant, lounge and two 
outdoor patios create Edmonton's most sought 
after destination. $$$ 


CODY'S RESTAURANT (14915 Stony Plain Rd. 
443-3221) A great mix of all your favourites for 

the entire family, Breakfast to dinner, an eclectic 
mix with something for everyone. $ 


DAVID'S RESTAURANT & LOUNGE (8407 Argy! 
Rd, 468-1167) Featuring AAA Alberta beef and a 
great patio, $$ 


DENNY'S (multiple locations) More than a great 
breakfast. Open 24 hours. Licensed, $-$$ 


DEVLIN’S (10507-82 Ave., 437-7489) Now serv- 
ing lunch specials. All soup and sandwich combos 
for $6.95. Also half price happy hour on drinks 
and food daily. $ 


FIFE N'DEKEL (9114-51 Ave., 436-9235, 10646 
170 St., 489-6436, 12028-149 St., 454-5503) Best 
sandwich award winners in the Vue Weekly 2000 
Golden Fork Awards. Non-smoking. $$ 


THE GARAGE BURGER BAR AND GRILL 
(10242-106 St., 423-5014) Best homemade burg 
ers with daily lunch specials at student-friendly 
prices. Smoking, $ 


HIGH LEVEL DINER (1091 2-88 Ave., 433-0993) 
Wholesome and health-conscious. Known for their 
tasty veggie burgers, Non-smoking. $$ 


KEEGAN’S RESTAURANT (8709-109 St. & 12904. 
97 St, 439-8934) Open 24 hours every day, Breakfast 
served all day. Affordable homestyle meals. 5 


LARRY’S CAFE (6, 10015-82 Ave., 414-6040) 
Best breakfasts and lunches on the south side. 
Cheap prices! Open till 3:30 p.m. daily. $ 


LOUIE’S SUBMARINE (8109-104 St,, 431-0897) 
In-store fresh baked bread. Soups and salads. 
Catering business and social lunches or dinners, $ 


MAXWELL T'S (7230 Argyll Rd,, 463-7106) ‘AAN’ 
Alberta Beef—steak and prime rib extraordinaire, 
Private dining rooms available. $$ 


THE MOTORAUNT (1 2406-66 St, 477-8797) 
Extraordinary food in an extraordinary place. $ 


OSCAR'S STEAKHOUSE & DELI (10020-101A 
Ave., 990-1043) Steak, seafood and Edmonton's 
finest smoked meat sandwiches. $$ 


PRADERA CAFE (10135-100 St., 493-8994) 
Prime rib Fridays. Chateaubriand Saturdays (carved 
tableside). Sundays (7am-2pm): New & improved 
$14 breakfast buffet. $5 


PRECINCT 55 (5552 Calgary Trail S., 432-5550) 
Red eye breakfast, Wednesday wing night, Sunday 
smorg, homemade cooking. Licensed, Happy 
hour, smoking. $ 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL (10604-101 St. 423- 
3499) Nothing fancy, but sensible home cooking 
without the frills. Non-smoking restaurant with 
smoking lodge. $ 


SHECKY’S (7623 Argyll Rd., 426-8983, #100, 
10130-103 St, 424-8657) Real food, real fast 
Terrific Italian dishes. Soups/salads/sandwiches made 
from scratch. Call ahead for reservations. Smoking. $ 


SQUIRES PUB/STARVIN' MARVIN’S (10505-82 
Ave., 439-8594) We invite you in for daily and 
monthly specials, as well as happy hour from 4-8 
pm. (www.squirespub.com) $ 


STACCATO’S SOUP, STEW AND CHILI BAR 
(9082-51 Ave., Southgate Mall, Commerce Place, 
466-5062) A Canadian fresh food company, serv 
ing the best soups, stews and chilis by Canyon 
Creek Soup Company. No MSG or preservatives. 
Non-smoking. $ 


THE TEA HOUSE (52404 Range Rd. 221, 
Ardrossan, AB, 922-2279, 922-6963.) Country 
fresh foods for lunch, dinners of breakfast 
Antiques, local arts and crafts and unique gifts to 
browse around. Breakfast and lunch §; dinner $-5$ 
Non-smoking. 


TEMPTATIONZ NIGHT CLUB (10045-109 St, 
441-9944) Our kitchen opens for business at 
11:00 arn and is open until 7:00 pm. We have 
great opengrill food as well as pastas and 
Carribean cuisine via NOY catering. $$ 


UNHEARDOF RESTAURANT (9602-82 Ave, 432 
0480) Over 17 years of operating a fine dining 
establishment in a newly renovated building. Non- 
smoking. $555 


URBAN LOUNGE (8103-105 St., 439-3388) For 
lunch, dinner or late night fare, experience whole 
some homemade burgers. $ 


THE VILLAGE CAFE (11223 jasper Ave. 488 
0955) Serves homemade gourmet dishes prepared 
by red seal chefs on site. Specializing in prime rib, 
seafood, pasta and stirfries. Non-smoking. $$ 


CHINESE 
BLUE WILLOW (11 107-103 Ave., 428-0584) 
Great food, great service and great non-smoking 
atmosphere. $$ 
DOUBLE GREETING WONTON HOUSE (021 2- 
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Jasper Avenue 
454-9928 


Serving blondes in black 
dresses since 1998. 


10616 82 Ave. 
414 6766. 


LES TOR ETE SE NRE 


or 


re 
96 St., 424-2486) The rock ‘n’ rollers choice. Try a 
spicy fong donut with rice roll or a curried chicken 
platter, washed down with a fine sago concoction. 
Smoking. $ 
MAN'S CAFE (12520-118 Ave., 452-3672) A 
super stop for a variety of tasty treats, Make sure 
to try the Oriental stirfry. Smoking, $$ 
MARCO POLO (#206, 9700-105 Ave., 428-3388) 
The classiest Chinese restaurant in Edmonton. 
Smoking. $$ 


NOODLE NOODLE (10008-106 Ave., 422-6862) 
The best dim sum in Edmonton. Non-smoking. $$ 


SHANGRI-LA RESTAURANT (14927-111 Ave., 487- 
6868) Authentic Chinese and Thai cuisine. Rice and 


DOWNTOWN EDMONTON 


10041-106 St. 423-1925 


1-800-267-2191 


MOTOR INN 


Across from Yellowhead 
Casino and Costco 


15004 Yellowhead Trail 


Edmonton, Alberta 


1-800- 343- 8533 


SO Ey 


noodle dishes, meat entrées, appetizers, desserts. $$ 


XIAN SZECHUAN (10080 - 178 St., 484-8883) 
Delicious selection of authentic Szechuan dishes. 
Non-smoking. $$ 


CONTINENTAL 


CILANTRO’S ON 111TH (10322-1117 St, 424- 
6182) Wide selection of dishes from kiwi mussels 
to blackened catfish or mini rack of lamb. $$ 


DAVID’S (8407 Argyll Rd., 468-1167) Specializing 
in Alberta beet dishes on the south of the town. 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


FRANKLIN'S INN DINING ROOM (2016 
Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park 467-1234) All-day 
breakfast and a great selection of all your 
favourites. $-$$ 


THE GRINDER (10957-124 St, 453- 
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Downtown Edmonton 
Complimentary Parking 


In-room coffeemaker with complimentary coffee 


Toll-free 1-800-613-7043 
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1709) 20 years old but under new 

Also lounge and games room. Smoking in the 
lounge. $-$5. 

MAYFIELD GRILL (1665-109 Ave., 930-4062) 
Casual dining in an elegant atmosphere, extensive 
menu for lunch and dinner, best Sunday brunch. 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


RICHIE MILL BAR AND GRILL (10171 
Saskatchewan Dr,, 431-1717) Century old field- 
stone walls create a cozy atmosphere in which to 
enjoy 2 variety of dishes or relax during happy 
hour 4-6 p.m. Smoking. $$-5$5 


SIDETRACK CAFE (10333-112 St.,421-1326) 
Whether you like succulent steak, decadent eggs 
Benedict in the morning or late night chicken 
wings, the Sidetrack Café kitchen will do it for you. 
Smoking in the lounge. $-$$ 


TEAK ROOM (16615-109 Ave., 484-0821) Enjoy a 
fine dining experience with gourmet dishes prepared 
by our award-winning chefs. Non-smoking. $$$ 


TURTLE CREEK CAFE (8404-109 St, 433-4202) 
Continental-style bistro with good variety of dishes 
and pizza, stirfries, pasta and more. Non-smoking. $$ 


EAST INDIAN 


JAIPUR (3005-66 St., 414-1600) A small establish- 
ment with great cuisine. $$ 


JEWEL OF KASHMIR (7219-104 St., 438-4646) 
Discover a place that’s out of this world. Designed 
to capture the excitement and glamour of India. 


KHAZANA (10177-107 St., 702-0330) Authentic 
Tandoori cuisine in one of Edmonton's most ele- 
gant dining rooms. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


NEW ASIAN VILLAGE (10143 Saskatchewan Dr,, 
433-3804) Cooking at its best from the subconti- 
nent with a great panoramic river valley view. 
Smoking. No minors. $ 


SPICEY HOUSE (9777-102 A Ave., Canada Place 
(Food Court), 425-0193) Veg and non-veg curries 
with choice herbs, the secret to the intoxicating 
flavour of Indian cuisine. $ 


EUROPEAN 


CONTINENTAL TREAT (10560-82 Ave., 433-7432) 
Enjoy excellent European cuisine in an elegant yet 
comfortable atmosphere. Non-smoking. $$ 


MADISON'S GRILL (Union Bank Inn, 10053 
Jasper Ave., 423-3600) Unique historical building; 
upscale regional cuisine with a European influence. 
Non-smoking, $$$ 


RESTAURANT MOSKOW (104, 14315-118 Ave. 
455-7677) Try Russian dishes like borscht and meat 
dumplings in the warm atmosphere and listen to 
Russian music. Non-smoking. Lunch $. Dinner $$ 


THE RUSSIAN TEA ROOM (10312 Jasper Ave., 
426-0000) Romantic, quiet restaurant in the heart 
of downtown. Best cheesecake in town. European 
and Ukrainian cuisine. Palm readings daily. Non- 
smoking and smoking. $5-$$S 


FRENCH CUISINE 


THE BLUE PEAR (10643-123 St., 482-7178) 
Open Weds-Sat. The Blue Pear serves a French 
style five course prix fixe menu that changes every 
two weeks. The current menu can be viewed at 
www. thebluepear.com. Reservations are highly rec- 
ommended, $$$ 


LA BOHEME (6427-112 Ave., 474-5693) A rare 
establishment where the alchemy of the surround- 
ings, food, drink and service combine to create 
something approaching the art of living well. $$$ 


CAFE AMANDINE (8523-91 St., 465-1919) Fine 
French cuisine, Entertainment on Friday and 
Saturday. Non-smoking. $ 


THE CREPERIE (10220-103 St., 420-6656) Award- 


SB a 
winning Edmonton institution without haute price. 
Non-smoking. $ 
THREE MUSKATEERS (10416-82 Ave., 437-4239) 
The heart of a French crepery with an adventurous 
soul! Traditional French fare and tantalizing spe- 
cials served in a relaxed European atmosphere. 
Non-smoking. $ 
NORMAND'’S (11639A Jasper Ave., 482-2600) 
Whether you're craving a wild mushroom soup or 
have an appetite for wild game, we can fill your 
needs. It’s a country-French fare with an Alberta 
accent. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


GRUB MED RISTORANTE (17 Fairway Dr., 119 
St. & 37 Ave.) Edmonton’s finest Greek restaurant. 
Open for dinner at 5 p.m. $$-$$S 


IT’S ALL GREEK TO ME (10127-1004 St., Rice 
Howard Way, 425-2073) Delicious spanakopita 
with fine Greek wines. Beautiful Greek atmosphere. 
Smoking. $$ 


KOUTOUKI TAVERNA (10704-1 24 St., next to 
Roxy Theatre, 452-5383) The most authentic 
Greek food in Edmonton, prepared by the original 
Yianni himself. Smoking. $$ 


SYMPOSIUM ON WHYTE (10439-82 Ave., 2nd 
Floor. 433-7912) Innovative Greek cuisine in a 
beautiful open setting overlooking Whyte Ave. 
Non-smoking. $-$$ 


SYTAKI GREEK ISLAND RESTAURANT (16313- 
111 Ave,, 484-2473) Visit the Greek islands in 
Edmonton. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


YIANNIS TAVERNA RESTAURANT (10444-8582 
Ave., 433-6768) Authentic Greek food, nee danc- 
ing, and the friendly staff create a fun and boister- 
ous atmosphere. Non-smoking. $$ 


IRISH PUB 


CEILI'S (10338-109 St., 426-5555) A great variety 
of pub food and drinks. Smoking. $-$5 


THE DRUID (11606 Jasper Ave,, 454-9928) The 
best pub food, drinks and reuse night in 
Edmonton. Features authentic Irish entrées and 
daily lunch specials. Smoking. $-$$ 


O'BYRNE’S IRISH PUB (10616-Whyte Ave. 414- 
6766) We serve a variety of pub food, all hand- 
made with care and pride. From our homemade 
fish ‘n’ chips to our near-famous Irish breakfast. 
Our menu changes daily, so please come in and 
indulge in the experience. Smoking. $-$$ 


SCRUFFY MURPHY’S IRISH PUB (Whitemud 
Crossing, 4211-106 St., 485-1717) Traditional Irish 
fare plus pub favourites, Half-price appetizers dur- 
ing happy hour. Smoking. $-$$ 


ITALIAN 


ALLEGRO ITALIAN KITCHEN (10011-109 St., 
424-6644) Italy comes to Edmonton, with great 
atmosphere and even better food. $ 


BRUNO’S ITALIAN RESTAURANT (9914-89 Ave., 
433-8161) Quiet, one of Edmonton’s best-kept 
secrets. Smoking. $$ 

CHIANTI (10501-82 Ave,, 439-8729) Boticelli 
paintings serve as a nice backdrop In establish- 
ment offering the best pasta selections in town. $$ 


EASTSIDE MARIO’S (2104-99 St., 488-8938) All 
you can ask for in Italian cuisine. $$ 


FIORE CANTINA ITALIANA (8715-109 St., 439- 
8466) Good, affordable, restaurant off campus. 
Non-smoking. $ 

IL PORTICO (10012-107 St., 424-0707) Trendy 
downtown restaurant with fresh imaginative dish- 
es, Non-smoking. $$$ 


ITALIAN KITCHEN RESTAURANT (69 Ave., 178 
Callingwood Mall, 489-5619) Relaxing Italian 
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dining. From pastas such as fettuccine Alfredo to 
dishes such as steak Diane. Non-smoking.S$ 


ITALIX RISTORANTE ITALIANO (512 St. Albert 
Trail, St. Albert, 459-8090) Delicious homemade 
Italian food $$ 

LA SPIGA (10133-125 St, 482-3100) In the heart 
of High Street. $$$ 


THE OLD SPAGHETTI FACTORY (10220-103 St, 
422-6088) Heaping plates of spaghetti served with 
our patented thick, tasty sauce. Non-smoking. $$ 


PAPPA’S (4702-118 Ave., 471-5749) A fine Italian 
family restaurant. Non-smoking. $$ 


PICCOLINO BISTRO (9112-142 St., 443-2110) 
Beautiful, uncomplicated Italian fare in an appeal- 
ing environment. $$ 


SICILIAN PASTA KITCHEN(1 1239 jasper Ave., 488. 
3838; BOS Saddleback Rd., 435-3888) Two great 
locations, one mission. Great Italian cuisine. $$ 


SORRENTINO’S (10844-95 St., 425-0960) In the 
heart of Little Italy, serves delicious authentic 
Italian fare. Non-smoking. $$ 


SORRENTINO’S WHYTE AVENUE (10612-82 
Ave., Varscona Hotel, 474-9860) Authentic Italian 
cooking. Tantalizing appetizers, pizzas, calzones, 
pasta, sandwiches and entrées. Smoking in the 
lounge. $$ 


THAT'S AROMA (11010-1071 St., 425-7335) The 
garlic specialists, offering fine Italian cuisine. $$ 


TIN PAN ALLEY PASTA HOUSE & WINERY 
(4804 Calgary Trail South, 702-2060) Pasta by day, 
party by night! Edmonton’s hottest new restaurant 
for delicious and affordable pasta. Smoking in the 
lounge. $$ 


TONY ROMA'S (11730 Jasper Ave., 488-1971) 
Great barbecue chicken and ribs with lots of food 
on your plate. Non-smoking. $$ 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST (10117-101 St, 425-6151) Enjoy 
eclectic Italian food in an intimate funky atmosphere 
Dinner or drinks, featuring live jazz every weekend. 
Wheelchair accessible. Non-smoking. $ 


FURASATO (10012-82 Ave,, 439-1335) Cozy 
restaurant featuring a choice selection of meals 
from the Land of the Rising Sun. Non-smoking. $$ 


KYOTO (10128-109 St., 420-1750; 8701-109 St., 
414-6055) A varied selection of sushi & entreés. 
Try our tatami rooms. $$ 


MIKADO (10350-109 St., 425-8096) The oldest 
Japanese restaurant in Edmonton for a good rea- 
son. Non-smoking. $ 


NAGANO JAPANESE CUISINE (10080-178 St., 487- 
8900) Authentic Japanese food. Extensive menu 
choices from sushi toi pan fried dumplings and teriya- 
ki beef or chicken. Open for lunch and dinner. $$ 


KOREAN BUL-GO-GI (8813-92 St., 466-2330) 
Authentic Korean style barbeque. Licensed & 
take-out. $$ 


LATIN 


VALPARAISO LATIN CANADIAN CLUB (10816- 
95 St., 425-5338) Great Latino food! Great Latino 
music! Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 7 
p.m., Sunday at 3 p.m.. Free tango lessons on 
Thursdays. $ 


PARKALLEN RESTAURANT (7018-109 St., 436- 
8080) Multiple-award winning restaurant and 
menu. Authentic Lebanese cuisine offered in an 
elegant atmosphere. Large extensive wine list with 
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Freaks and Greeks 


Our restaurant critic 
happily grows 
bigger and fatter at 
Symposium 


By DAVID DiCENzO 


he lunch item I’m having at 

ymposium: my big fat Greek 
burger. Clever, eh? C’mon now, 
when did it become so wrong to bla- 
tantly capitalize on a trend? (Maybe 
around the time CBS greenlit My Big 
Fat Greek Life.) 

I guess you could say that these 
days, Greek is, well, chic. Apparently 
the trend has been working me over 
subliminally for some time now 
because, now that I think about it, 
I’ve been craving Greek food for 
weeks. Of course, neither myself nor 
my lunch buddies Colin and Jan 
(pronounced like Jan Bulis the hock- 
ey player, not Jan Brady) have seen 
this flick that so many people have 
been talking about. And Jan’s a film- 
maker, even. All we know is that it 
co-stars Andrea Martin, the mere 
mention of whom sidetracks us onto 
an entirely different conversation— 
favourite SCTV skits. (I’m personally 
a fan of the Towering Inferno spoof 
with Martin Short as Johnny Nucleo.) 

Symposium, according to the 
menu, means an Athenian eating and 
drinking party and I had precisely 
that during my sole previous visit to 
the restaurant a few years back. I 
remember it as a good night, which is 
the case anytime I eat Greek, and I 
especially like the room itself, a big, 
bold coloured setting with ersatz pil- 


I: come up with a new name for 


lars, plants, checkered tablecloths and 
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rare Lebanese and French classics. Reservations 
recommended. $$-$$S 


SAHARA SANDS (8120-101 St., 433-3337) Try 
the best of Lebanese and Meditarranean food. $$ 


Trail S., 439-6699) 
eclectic style served for 


great food. Steaks, gourmet pizzas and with 
a touch of Mediterranean cuisine. smoking and 


JULIO'S BARRIO (10450-82 Ave., 431-0774) 


Hearty dishes in a trendy neighbourhood, perfect 
smoking. 


(10104-109 St., 420- 
jolian barbeque. You 
be vegetables, we'll prepare 


a small fountain near our table. It’s 
not what I'd call a real high-end 
Greek establishment like the others 
nearby, but it’s an affordable place 
that offers up a pretty good sam- 
pling of the Hellenic fare. And the 
balcony that faces Whyte is all 
about prime people-watching when 
the weather gets hot. 


| [RESTAURANTS 


The three of us start with some 
appetizers—the tzatziki and pita, 
calamari toursi and the loukaniko, a 
sausage dish. The tzatziki is greener 
than most thanks to the generous 
helping of dill and they've also 
added a bit of flavour to the pita by 
seasoning the heated bread and 
adding a sprinkle of oil. You can’t go 
wrong with tzatziki, a refreshing 
way to get your palate warmed up 
for a coming feast. 


1 LIKE THE CALAMARI toursi, too, a 
bit of a different take on squid. Nor- 
mally, it comes deep-fried (an option | 
believe Symposium offers as well), but 
this cold dish features charcoal- 
broiled calamari that’s been cut into 
thin strips and marinated. The texture 
is firm but not rubbery—you're able 
to slice right through it with each 
bite. It does have a slightly fishier 
smell compared to your typical deep- 
fried calamari but the boys don’t seem 
to mind too much. Reviews of the 
loukaniko are somewhat mixed. Now, 
I'm not sure if the Greek sausage the 
kitchen used was cured or preserved 
in any way, but it’s not as tender as I 
envisioned. But the base of tomato 
sauce and onions provides a good 


complement to the meat, not to men- 


Edmonton Journal Summer Reader Survey, 1996- 
99; Golden Fork Award, 1999-2000; Edmonton 
Journal four-star rating. $ 


PARK LOUNGE & SPORTS BAR (Franklin's Inn, 
2016 Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park. 467-1234) 
“More than worth the trip.” Sherwood Park’s best 
pizza for over 15 years. Unbelievable daily specials 
to complement our full menu! $-$$ 


PARKALLEN PIZZA (8424-109 St., 430-4777) 


tion a tasty dip for the extra pita. 

After taking our time with the 
apps, we order our main courses. Jan 
goes with the vegetarian pizza minus 
the olives—an almost sacrilegious 
move in a Greek place, | figure—while 
Colin tries the spanakopita with salad. 
I decide on the big, fat... uh, okay, its 
real name is the biftecki, and it also 
comes with salad. The plate-sized 
pizza has a thick, doughy crust but 
Jan insists that it’s not nearly as heavy 
as it looks. It’s topped with green pep- 
pers, tomato, feta and onions. He 
happily munches away and takes the 
last few slices home. Colin's not thor- 
oughly pleased with the spanakopita, 
citing a lack of cheese in the spinach 
filling as his main complaint. | feel for 
him. I'm more than happy with my 
biftecki, or Greek burger. It’s essential- 
ly one giant kefetedes (Greek meat- 
ball) tucked into a pita half with 
shredded lettuce, tomato and a gener- 
ous amount of the same yummy 
tzatziki we threw back earlier. The 
kitchen even came up with an engi- 
neering breakthrough—the heavily 
seasoned patty was put in one pita 
half, which they then inserted into 
another, ensuring that leaks would be 
minimal. Double-baggin’ it would be 
the best way to describe it, though I 
think that’s a term I'll omit from any 
future food pieces. 

One final thought on that 
movie—you know, the one that none 
of us had seen. The guy who’s sup- 
posed to marry the main character 
Toula is non-Greek, right? Romantic 
comedy, my ass. That’s fantasy. 

No plates were broken in the 
making of this story. © 


SYMPOSIUM GREEK CUISINE 
10439 Whyte Ave * 433-7912 


Multiple-award winning, Same owner/operator 
since 1986. Serving up Edmonton's finest pizza, 
Lebanese salad and donairs. $-$$ 


PHAROS PIZZA (8708-109 St., 433-5205) World 
famous pizza since 1970, Made with fresh ingredi 
ents and no preservatives. ay our Popeye—it’s our 
speciality, We also offer small dishes for individuals 
Non-smoking. $ 
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Getting Professional Phels 


Slide guitar virtuoso 
Kelly Joe Phelps 
turns literary on 
new CD 


By TERRY PARKER 


hen he’s not playing gigs, 
PYfesieemoisting the human 

condition, weaving his discoy- 
eries into song lyrics, or getting into 
trouble of one kind or another, 
Kelly Joe Phelps might well be 
found reading a good book. Lately, 
for instance, he's been absorbed in 
the dense, labyrinthine oeuvre of 
reclusive American author Thomas 
Pynchon. But what might surprise 
and even alarm fans is what the 
folk-and-blues man isn’t doing 
much of these days: smokin’ on the 
slide guitar. 

After playing the instrument 
with increasing skill for 30 years 
and earning a reputation as an 
American virtuoso slide player— 
he’s even released instructional 
videos—Phelp$, 43, gently laid the 
guitar down a few years back and 
picked up a pen and paper. It’s not 
that he doesn’t care about the 
music any more. Truth is, he cares 
about it more now because it needs 
to nourish the words and infuse 
them with energy. But it’s those 
words—the ones he’s always scrib- 
bling down when he’s reading, 
walking, touring or sitting quietly— 
which have given him renewed 
vitality and\purpose. 

“Four or five years ago, guitar 
was in the front and everything 


else serviced that. I was a guitar 
player,” Phelps says from his home 
in Vancouver (that’s Vancouver, 
Washington). “I’ve found this new 
interest in a different corner of 
music. I’m less concerned about 
how much guitar I’m playing.” 
And how have his fans reacted? He 


ROOTS 


figures he’s probably lost a few old 
ones and gained a few new. “I 
can’t second-guess anybody and 
their taste. I can’t make myself 
responsible to make them happy. I 
don’t know how to make them 
happy. The only thing I can be 
responsible for is to be honest— 
honest with myself.” 


IT STARTED WITH his last album, 
Sky Like a Broken Clock, released two 
years ago as a-follow to the contem- 
porary blues gem Shine Eyed Mister 
Zen. For the first time, Phelps invited 
some friends to record with him on 
Broken Clock. With his new CD, 
Slingshot Professionals, recorded in 
Seattle, Toronto and Vancouver 
(that’s Vancouver, B.C.), Phelps 
brought in a larger cadre of talented 
players to augment the musical com- 
position. He even called on Petra 
Haden to sing backups on a pair of 
tracks, her voice soaring sweetly over 
his whiskey-smooth tones. Like Bro- 
ken Clock, the bulk of the new tracks 
were recorded live in three days with 
a few elements added later as over- 
dubs. “I would think we all consider 
ourselves musicians first and playing 
live gigs is our first motivation, says 
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Phelps. “Recording live is to capture 
that experience.” 

Canadian folk and roots tean 
Steve Dawson and Jesse Zubot 
played slide guitar, fiddle and man 
dolin on eight songs and are join- 
ing Phelps for some upcoming 
shows. (He'll play solo this week in 
St. Albert.) The west coast duo met 
Phelps about two yearsiago and a 
bond of music and friendship grev 
in haste. “They have very good 
instincts and we seem tolmesh well 
It’s a comfortable situation. They ' 
good improvisers,” he says 
“They're amazing musicians and 
good guys to spend time with out 
side of music too.” 

The songs benefit from all the 
new sounds: fiddle, piano, accor 
dion, mandolin and bongos along 
with the standard harmonica, gu'- 
tar, stand-up bass and percussion 
Phelps has described the process 2s 
adding colours, foreign languages 
and new accents to his tradition! 


-sound. The result is a sensuous, la} 
ered mix of bluegrass amid country- 
folk on the spine of blues 
Somehow it elevates t essage 


giving the listener a littl with- 
in a sometimes yearning melody. 
Whether Phelps was/onice, or 
now, a slingshot professional is 
unknown. He only laughed whe" 
asked. The phrase, he says, w+: 
meant to conjure a of youns 
boys playing at adult titles but real!) 
just playing after all. The CD is tu’ 
of images like that, little glimpses °' 
people struggling with age, wit! 
grief, with lovers, with the bottle 


"SEE NEXT PAGE 


Joe Phelps 


Continued from previous page 


th the past and with themselves. 

some people tell him to lighten up 
nd stop brooding about folks who 
ambled and lost. But those kinds of 
people always make the most inter- 
esting character studies. 


}«Canadian Celtic at its West Coast best” 

) With a sound that’s a cross between Stan Rogers and The Claney 
Brothers, The Tiller’s Folly draws on rich Celtic traditions mixed 
} with bluegrass, country and rock to create Canadian roots music, 


saturated in deep Pacific brine. 


www.tillersfolly.com 


\saturday, March 1“, 7:30 p.m. 


Tickets: $20 Adults, $15 Students & Seniors 


} Box Office: 420 King Street, King Street Mall 


“Anybody that’s being thrust 
into a situation and is trying to 
understand it, the character who is 
trying to deal with things on their 
own terms and putting in their 
own energy, their own fight,” he 
says. “In my own life, there’s so 
much I don’t understand. Why | 
did what | did, why I said what I 
said. There’s no way to get the 


HORIZON 


Performing Arts Centre 


/e. Phone: 962-8995 


a 


answers but there’s a lot of emo- 
tional impact.” And if you factor in 
other people's motivations, fears 
and hopes, it’s impossible to under- 
stand completely how and why 
things happen, he says. “It’s so 
intangible. I like that.” © 


KELLY JOE PHELPS 
Arden Theatre © Sat, Feb 22 


Gregg Lawless 


touching and f 
eclectic music fe 


Wednesday, March 12", 7:30 p.m. 


The best singer/songwriter you’ve never heard...yet. 

Gregg Lawless’ exciting blend of music, stories and showmanship 

continues to win over fans aged eight to eighty. His tales of travel- 
ing throughout Canada, Ireland and South America ran 


‘0 uproariously hilarious, and hi 
p, Celtic, country. blues and ragtime style 
Adults, $15 Students & Seniors 


Theatre: 1001 Calahoo Road, Spruce Grove 


ae 
a 


“15347 STONY PLAIN RD 
) 484-2602 
- NEW 
OrLEANZ NIGHTCLUBS 


KARAOKE TUESDAYS 


THUNDER THURSDAYS 


ae ‘ Drink special: 0 ag Sd A 
_ SPECTACULAR SATURDAYS 


\ 


WHERE THE PARTY IS AT 


CALL US FOR YOUR PARTY PACK OR VIP CARDS 


WIN kick ass stuff 


from 


Ve ; 
/nowboarding 


1 of 10 prize packs including the 
new Punk-O-Rama DVD Volume 1, 
Epitaph t-shirt and a Snowboarding 
prize pack from Quiksilver. 


mo, @ 


iol oS oo 


ENTER your ballot at any 
location in Canada. 


49 


Kingsway Garden Mall * Bower Place * Southgate Mall 


contest closes March 9 www.epitaph.com 
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BIG TIME 


Reds 


WEST EDMONTON MALL ° 


$4 RESONANCE $4 


fee, AND THE DROGUES acc. 


he wiigaa: al ... ai 
VOICE FOR 


ANIMALS 
BENEFIT 


Featuring performances from ... 


BIG TIME FUN! 


PH: 481-6420 


ENTERTAINMENT, 


| a an ee aie Pees 


MUSIC 
notes 


By PHIL DUPERRON 


My Malowany has 
a first name 


Devilsplender (CD release party) 
* With Litterbug and Tom Cruise 
Missile * New City *« Thu, Feb 20 
Devilsplender started out as an infor- 
mal solo project so that Rob Mal- 
owany could have an outlet for his 
prolific writing and recording. But 
after spending time playing and tour- 
ing with bands like Curveball Alley 
and Red, Malowany decided to retreat 


into the studio and let the songs flow. 
He’s produced, performed and record- 
ed three discs in the space over the 
last two years, including Snakes and 
Apples and his newest, Ring the Bells 
‘Cause We're Swinging Hammers. 

The fabled Bomb Shelter Studio, 
though, is simply his kitchen and liv- 
ing room. “| don’t really have furni- 
ture,” he says. “I have gear. | have two 
chairs just in case | have company; 
other than that, it’s just basically my 
little studio.” 

Malowany says he’s a big fan of 
studio albums and with Ring the Bells, 
he’s created a fine example of one. It’s 
a multi-layered disc with everything 
from found-noise experiments and 
instrumentals to delicate and heartfelt 
pop tunes. Robin Hunter provides 
some eerie lap steel on one song and 
Eric Newby plays guitar on another, 
adding more depth to the well-crafted 
album. Malowany is happy just mak- 
ing music on his own, but lately he’s 
put together a steady live band that 


includes Newby, drummer Sh; 
Hosegood and bassist Jamie (2 
Hunter will also step out onstac 
the CD release party tonight (7 
day) at New City. “It’s kind of |i, 
Project,” he says, “but | have 

some people that play with me 
we're slowly incorporating it jp 
band sort of thing.” 


Twist and shout 


Three Ring Rukus * With Ocea,. 
Away, Ryan Stock and Amb 
lynn ¢ Stars © Sat, Feb 22 ; 
right up, boys and girls—the circ 
in town. Well, sort of. Stars pror 
Shauna Sirockman says she wante 
organize a circus for her birthday 
year but her plans fell through 
this year she’s been running her 
off to make her dream a reali 
forming Stars into a full-blown 
complete with music, magician 
breathers and of course, a sidesho 
Local performance artist Ryan Sto, 
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will provide the centre ring entertain- 
ment—he's the latest addition to the 
infamous Jim Rose Circus and is cur- 
rently shooting a commercial for their 
upcoming reality TV program. Luckily, 
his fiancée and partner Amberlynn is 
around to explain the show. 

Amberlynn has plenty of circus 
credentials as well—she was a magi- 
cian’s assistant for several years before 
meeting Stock at the Fringe Festival a 
year and a half ago. With Stock's coax- 
ing and her own God-given flexibility, 
she’s since transformed herself into a 
contortionist. They’ve been busy 
doing shows around town lately, 
including a six-week run at the 
Armoury for its Heaven and Hell night. 
(Can you guess which part they pro- 
vide?) “We weren't sure if it vas going 
to go aver too well,” says Amberlynn, 
“put even the preps like our perform- 
ance.” She says their act takes tradi- 
tional sideshow stunts like 
sword-swallowing and bug-eating, 
but gives them a modern spin. Instead 
of using fancy props, for instance, 
they tend to use common household 
items. Stock swallows coat hangers 
instead of swords and shoves a six- 
inch drill bit up his nose during his 
blockhead show. 

“Our show is more along the 
lines of ‘Il can do this. I'm human 
and I’m really stupid, that’s why | 
can do it,” Amberlynn says. “If you 
wanted to do this, you'd be stupid 
too. But you could.” 


If you’ve got it, Faunt it 


Faunts * With The Floor * Studio 
E (9812-95 St) * Fri, Feb 22 
(9pm) High expectations and low 
results—kinda describes a lot of local 
bands, doesn’t it? So why would a 
new band, one with an excellent new 
album but only a handful of shows to 
their name, title their debut CD High 
Expectations/Low Results? Isn’t that a 
little... you know, self-defeating? 

“Well,” responds Faunts vocalist/gui- 
tarist Steven Batke, “a lot of the songs on 
the CD are about disappointment.” 

Geez, somebody call Dr. Phil. 

But before you think that these 
local newcomers are a bunch of mis- 
anthropes, try listening to their new 
record. HE/LR is an atypical blend of 
symphonic guitars, atmospheric vocals 
and rich textural keyboards that, while 
maintaining a definite air of melan- 
cholia, defies its title with an inherent 
optimism that lies just below the 
record's moody surface. 

Moodiness aside, Faunts—which 
also features Paul Arnusch, Tim Batke 
and Dave Swanson—will_be celebrat- 
ing the GD’s official release this Satur- 
day at C\SR’s infamous downtown 
haunt, Studio E. Accordingly, the show 
will also be simultaneously broadcast 
live on CJSR as part of Smilin’ Jay’s 
Hoppy Hour. —Jereo Sturrco 


Dial M for Murdoch 


Alex Murdoch * With Andy Don- 
nelly and band, Chris Wynters, 
Melissa Majeau and Robin Hunter 
and the 6 Foot Bullies * Yardbird 
Suite * Sun, Feb 23 (7:30pm) Alex 
Murdoch is one of this city’s hottest 
new singer/Songwriters. He came here 
from the frozen wastes of the Yukon 


The Johnsons * With Deville and Near Miss * New City * Fri, Feb 14 « 
reVUE The day of love got off to a bit of a slow start at N 


Texas offered up a competent but predictable pop/punk set. Calgar Deville heat 


ed things up a notch or 
front to join singer Riché 


pit. An impromptu 


pressed their bodies up to the 
the troops into a small but ener 


ed with shots of Jagermeister set 


Johnsons. Unfortunately th med unable to 

cent hiatus and they'll have to try harder to impre ext 

time around. Thing ded with a bang, though, when faulty wiring set off a fire 
alarm, forcing everyone out into the frosty night. —PHit DureRRON 


two years ago but it wasn’t untillast 


year that he got his act and his 
band—Doug Organ on keyboards, 
Allan Wallis on guitar, bassist Jon 
Nordstrom and drummer Chris 
Bernardchuk—together and started 
playing around town. Murdoch 
received a warm welcome from 
Edmonton’s music scene, but our 
recent spate of wintry weather was 
enough to send even a seasoned 
Yukoner packing. “I’m having a bit of 
a hard time these days,” says Mur- 
doch, “There's too much snow!” 

So it’s time to raise a little cash to 
take the band to Canadian Music 
Week, the annual industry showcase 
in Toronto, to solidify the interest his 
album Polyphonic has been piquing. 
Since it came out in 2001, Murdoch's 
powerful songwriting has been gain- 
ing positive reviews and a nomination 
at last year’s Prairie Music Awards for 
best pop album. He's already secured 
a publishing deal with Pure Music, but 
it’s always worthwhile to explore all 
your options. 

It’s important for bands heading 
out to showcases like CMW to already 
have a little buzz about them or risk 
getting lost in the crowd. Luckily for 
Murdoch, some of those ever-elusive 
industry folk already know about him. 
“I’ve been slowly building up some 
awareness of me to the industry, so it’s 
kind of cool,” he says. “I’m at the 
point where | feel very confident I'll 
have a turnout. People know who | 
am and they'll show up. Each time, 
something more happens.” 

Murdoch knows he’s got it pretty 
good, because he’s seen plenty of new 
bands expending a lot of fruitless time 
and effort trying to catch the eye of 
jaded A&R reps. “It’s kind of frustrat- 
ing,” he says. “There's a few people 
that will purposely go out and check 
out new stuff, but for the most part 
it’s just a reason for them to all get 
together and party.” 


Tenacious D 


D. Rangers * Black Dog Free- 
house * Wed, Feb 26 The liner 


- notes of Winnipeg band D. Rangers’ 


debut disc speak of a rip-roarin’ histo- 
ry far deeper than the twentysome- 
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thing faces of the players could possi- 
bly support. It’s all part of the band’s 
old-school bluegrass shtick, says 
singer/banjo player Dink Jebkins, who 
heads up the band (which also fea- 
tures guitarist Eldon Maines Sr., man- 
dolin player Dixon Mason and 
muckbucket bassist John T. Plumeray 
on the muck bucket bass). They start- 
ed strumming out the heavy bluegrass 
three years ago and needed to add a 
little something to the act while they 
were getting going. 

“We needed to add ham factor to 
the set,” says Jebkins, “because we 
weren't very good at playing this kind 
of music. We were just learning to 
play banjos and mandolins and we 
were pretty slack, So we figured if 
we're gonna go out and play live, we 
better be fucking hammy about it 
because people aren’t gonna want to 
listen to this. They might want to see 
it, but | don’t think they're gonna 
want to listen to it. That was the inspi- 
ration to just go balls-to-the-wall with 
the full shtick. Now that we're getting 
half-decent it’s still there, but it does- 
n’t have to be the focus.” 

While the album looks and sounds 
like a relic from a bygone era, there's 
an unmistakably modern edge to the 
combo’s whisky-soaked songs. “We're 
all young guys who came to bluegrass 
via some other grittier or heavier kind 
of thing,” says Jebkins. “We were all 
metalheads or punk rockers in high 
school. We found country music at 
some point and just by the pure nature 
of our characters we couldn't help but 
let the rock ‘n’ roll bleed into it.” 

The O Brother, Where Art Thou? 
soundtrack phenomenon may have 
boosted the public’s interest in mod- 
ern bluegrass, but Jebkins says the D 
Rangers dig into the genre's primor- 
dial past. “You listen to some of that 
Bill Monroe from the late ‘40s or 
whatever,” he says, “and you think 
there’s not too much that makes it dif- 
ferent from any punk rock | ever lis- 
tened to. It has about as much 
aggression as anything. The attitude 
hasn't changed a bit—just the instru- 
ments and the sound. In a lot of ways 
even the chord progressions and the 
chords haven't changed. There’s still 
three chords in a song.” @ ~ 
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Devils lender 


hone such 
ghosts of modern man 


cl Cin 


0081 Jasper Ave. Poladium Build. 
coll 429-CLUB for more info 
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Litterbug 
Tom Cruise Missile 
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E serontina 


Feb 27 


Donald Glaude 


Feb 28 


Hot Water 


Music 
The Wolfnote 
Nothing At All 


tix on sale at access, newcity, blackbyrd, & listen 


5708-75 Street 


413-8333 


Sat, Feb 22 
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Update 


at Drink Sp 
for Ladies 
ele ielaire |p 


SPOR 


008! JASPER AVE 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
1:30 AM TILL 3 AM 
LIKWID LOUNGE 


SUBURBS 


LIQUOR STORE 
ACCESS RECORDS 


KITCHEN 


UR ONE-STOP SUPPLIER OF GOOD STUFF 


ct DEBE G-& ao 


with Stephanie Beaumont Weeknights at 11:30 pm \ 


Fax your free listings 
to 426-2889 or 
e-mail them to 
listings@vue.ab.ca. 
Deadline is Friday 

at 3pm. 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
Maurice John Vaughn; 
no cover 


CASINO YELLOW- 
HEAD Spiral 
(rock/pop) 

FOUR ROOMS 
(EDMONTON) Dan 
Skakun Trio 


JASPER PLACE HOTEL 
Hugh Betcha and His 
Okie Dokie Orchestra 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
Good Morning Winston 


LION’S HEAD PUB 
Tony Dizon 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Devilsplender 
(CD release), Litterbug, 
Tom Cruise Missile 


ROSE AND CROWN 
PUB Chuck Belhumeur 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Dary! 
Kitlitz 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) 
Jimmy Whiffen 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Tim Becker 


URBAN LOUNGE 
Crush; no cover 


DJS 


THE ARMOURY Lo 
Ball Night; Top 40 


JOINT NIGHTLIFE 
Hard house with Lisa 
Lashes (UK), Serotonin 
(Calgary), Greg Wynn, 
Jeffree (Van.), Darcy 
Ryan, Mike Shoaf; $15 


MAJESTIK 
House/breaks with 
Tripswitch, Sweetz, and 
guests 

POWER PLANT 
Higher Education: 
house/techno/trance 
with Abacus, Trapz and 
quests 

PURE RetroElectro: 
electro with Richard 
Delamar 

STARS Snak Pak, Fat 
Dave; 9:30pm 

RUM JUNGLE Ladies 
Night: top 40 music 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
Maurice John Vaughn; 
$3 


CAPITOL HILL PUB 
The New Old Boys 


CASINO (EDMON- 
TON) Ossie and Harriet 


CASINO (YELLOW- 
HEAD) Spiral 
(rock/pop) 

FORTY FOUR MAG- 
NUM Mr. Lucky (blues, 
boogie, R&B); 9:30pm- 
1:30am; no cover 
FOUR ROOMS 
(EDMONTON) Blake 
Kinley Trio 


FOUR ROOMS (ST. 


| ALBERT) Jeff Hendrick 


FOX AND HOUNDS 
Half Cut (CD release) 


HIGHRUN CLUB 
Monkey’s Uncle 


JASPER PLACE HOTEL 
Hugh Betcha and His 
Okie Dokie Orchestra 


| }.'S PUB Mealticket 


(rock) 
KELLY’S Shane Young 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
Stiff 


L.B."S PUB Whiskey 
Boys 


LION'S HEAD PUB 


| Tony Dizon 
| LONGRIDER’S Doug 


and the Slugs; $6 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Mico, 
Honeysuckle Serontina, 
Ghosts of Modern Man 


PROVINCIAL 
MUSEUM THEATRE 
Dry Branch Fire Squad; 
7:30pm door 


RED'S Resonance, The 
Drogues 


RISING SUN CAFE 
AND SOBER DANCE 
CLUB Stranger; 8- 
12pm; $6 guest, $5 
member 


ROSE AND CROWN 
PUB Chuck Belhumeur 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Daryl 
Kitlitz 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) 
Jimmy Whiffen 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WHYTE AVE) Derrick 
Sigurdson 

SIDETRACK CAFE 
Pocket Dwellers; $8 


ST. BASIL’S 


CULTURAL CENTRE 
Full Moon Folk CLub; 
Karen Savoca with Pete 
Heitzman; $16 at the 
door, children under 12 
half price (at the door 
only); tickets at TIX on 
the Square 


STARS Inventing the 
Wheel, Cranston 
Foundations 


SUGAR BOWL Brenn 
Hill, Kat Danser, Bob 


| Jahrig; 9:30pm; $5 


TIM'S GRILL Tanyss 
Nixi (folk); 9:30pm; no 
cover 

URBAN LOUNGE 
Crush 


YARDBIRD SUITE Pete 
Christlieb, Doug Riley 
Quartet; 8pm door, 


| 9pm show; $12 mem- 


ber, $16 guest; tickets 
at TicketMaster 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST 
Dawn Chubai Trio 


DUS 


THE ARMOURY 
Heaven and Hell: Top 
40 dance, retro 


BACKROOM VODKA 


BAR Top 40 with Sunni 
Sidhu 


BOOTS Retro dance 


BRONZE ON STH Top 
40/hip hop/R&B with 
Friday Night Fever 


BUDDY’S NIGHT 
CLUB Top 40 with D} 
Arrowchaser 


CALIENTE NIGHT- 
CLUB Funktion Friday: 


| hip hop/R&B with Dj 


Invinceable, MC J- 
Money 


CLIMAXX AFTER- 
HOURS House/trance 
with Mr. Anderson, 
Shortee 


COWBOYS Ladies 
Night; top 40 music 
HALO Pulse: progres- 
sive with Darcy Ryan, 
Mike Shoaf 


JOINT NIGHTLIFE 
Fresh Fridays: R&B, hip 
hop with Urban 
Metropolis Sound 
Crew; no minors 


MAJESTIK Hip hop 
with DJs Suspect, 
|pleeze and Westkeyzel 
PURE ‘ 
House/trance/top 40 
with D) Dragon 

THE ROOST House 
with Alvaro, Headspin, 
Diabolik, Topaz, Yvo 
ROXY ON WHYTE 
Top 40 with D] Extreme 
SAVOY Eclectronica 
with Djs Bryana, Chris 
STARS Snak Pak, Fat 
Dave; 9:30pm 


SUBLIME Hard dance 
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with Astrotrip; $2 


TONIC AFTER DARK 
Casino Night at Fluid 
Fridays: top 40 dance 
with D] Philler 


Y AFTERHOURS 
F&@K It Fridays: 
house/hard dance/d ‘n’ 
b with Tripswitch, 
Sweetz, Remo, Bounce, 
Old Bitch, Jameel, LP, 
Degree and MC 
Flowpro, Colin Rutt 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG Hair of 
the Dog: Geoff Berner; 
no cover; 4-6pm 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
Maurice John Vaughn; 
$3 


BONNIE DOON 
COMMUNITY HALL 
The Alberta Roots 
Music Society; Wendy 
MeNeill (CD fundrais- 
ing concert), Rhonda 
Stakich; $12 adv, $15 
door; tickets at 
Blackbyrd Myoozik, 
Myhre’s Music, Sound 


| Connection, TIX on the 


Square (420-1757); 
7pm door, 8pm show 
CAPITOL HILL PUB 
The New Old Boys 


CASINO (EDMON- 
TON) Ossie and Harriet 


CASINO (YELLOW- 
HEAD) Spiral 
(rock/pop) 

FOUR ROOMS 
(EDMONTON) Blake 
Kinley Trio 

FOUR ROOMS (ST. 
ALBERT) Jeff Hendrick 
FOX AND HOUNDS 
The Phi-Effect, Baring 
Ground 

HIGHRUN CLUB 
Monkey’s Uncle 
JASPER PLACE HOTEL 
Hugh Betcha and His 
Okie Dokie Orchestra 


J.J'S PUB Mealticket 
(rock) 

KELLY’S Shane Young 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
Stiff 

LION’S HEAD PUB 
Tony Dizon 
LONGRIDER’S Doug 
and the Slugs; $6 
L.B.'S PUB Whiskey 
Boys 

OTTEWELL PUB Mr. 
Lucky (blues, boogie, 
R&B); Ipm-lam; no 
cover 

POWERPLANT Chunk, 


Amoeba, Stutterkiss; no 
minors event; $7; 


EMUSIC WEEKLY « 


, 


8:30pm door 


RED’S Voice for 
Animals Benefit 
Borderline, Gate, Bot 
all ages licensed eve; 
8pm door, 8:30pm 
show 


SEEDY’S The Franklin 


| The Homewreckers 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Dary! 
Kitlitz 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) 
Jimmy Whiffen 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WHYTE AVE) Derrici 
Sigurdson 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
Feeding Like Butterilies 
$10 


SPORTSMANS CLuB 
Bad Habitz 


STARS 21st Centruy 
Side Show, Oceans 
Away; 9:30pm 


URBAN LOUNGE 
Crush; $5 


VARDBIRD SUITE Pete 
Christlieb, Doug Riley 
Quartet; 8pm door, 
9pm show; $12 mem- 
ber; $16 guest; tickets 

at TicketMaster 


DUS 


THE ARMOURY Top 
40 dance 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR Flava: hip hop 
with Shortround 


BOOTS Flashback 
Saturdays: retro 
dance/house with 
Derrick, Manny 
Mullatto 


BUDDY’S NIGHT 
CLUB Animal Night 
Top 40 with D} 
Arrowchaser 


CLIMAXX AFTER- 
HOURS House/hard 
dance with Wil Dange’ 
Tomek, LP, Protégé 


DONNA’S Jungle Love 
d ‘n’ b with D| Celcius 
and quests 


HALO For Those Wh« 
Know: deep house wi! 
Junior Brown, Remo. 
Simon Locke 


MAJESTIK Ladies 
Night: house/progres 
sive with Anthony 
Donohue, Derkin, Juicy 


PURE 
House/trance/top 40 
with D} Dragon 


RISING SUN CAFE 
AND SOBER DANCE 
CLUB Hip-Hop and 
dance with D] Young 
Desperado; 6pm-4am 
$7 guest, $5 member 


ROXY ON WHYTE 
Top 40 with Dj Extreme 


rkin, Juicy, Donovan, 
.Dee, Dave 
ierman, Mike 


oat 
i 
t 
LIVE MUSIC 


DETRACK CAFE 
sunday Night Live! 
nchline Scramble; 
rush, D] Dudeman; $6 
INSPEAR CENTRE 

arrage; $41.50- 
46.50; tickets at 
Winspear Centre box 
pifice (428-1414) 


CLASSICAL 


DMONTON ART | 
LLERY Salon Series: | 
ora Bumanis (harp), 
helley Younge (flute), 
aron Au (violin); $65; 
lickets at TIX on the 
quare (420-1757); 


ip 
DJS 


ACKROOM VODKA ~ 
R Chilled beats and | 


R 10324-82 Ave, 
pstairs, 436-4418 


CK DOG 10425- 
Ave, 439-1082 


UES ON WHYTE 
0329-82 Ave, 439- 
058 


‘UB 10815 Jasper 
©, 425-0850 


_ Movies with Moonlight | 


Cinema 


BLACK DOG What The 
Hell: downtempo/funk 
with Tryptomene 
BRONZE ON STH 
Industry Night: top 40 
music 

CALIENTE NIGHT- | 
CLUB Ladies Night: hip | 
hop/R&B with 
Invinceable, MC J- 
Money 


MAJESTIK Breakfast at | 
Tiffany's: hard 
dance/house with Tiff- 
Slip, Derkin, Anthony 
Donohue and guests 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE main— | 
Chocolate Sundays: 
house with Remo, Cool | 
Hand Luke; lounge— 
Atmosphere: downtem- 
po music 

SAVOY French Pop: | 
mixed with Deja DJ 


RUM JUNGLE Industry 
Sundays: top 40 music 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
Maurice John Vaughn; 
no cover | 
LION’S HEAD PUB 
Richard Blaze 
SIDETRACK CAFE 
Mike Weterings; 
Yellowbelly; $5 cover 


DJS 


THE ARMOURY 
upstairs— house with 
Junior Brown 


CLIMAXX AFTER- 
HOURS 10148-105 St, 
425-2582 


CONVOCATION HALL 
U of A, 492-0601 


COWBOYS 10102-180 
St, 481-8739 


CROMDALE HOTEL 
8115-118 Ave, 477- 
3565 


DONNA’S 10177-99 
St, 429-3338 


EDMONTON ART 
GALLERY Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq 


ELEPHANT AND CAS- 
TLE (WHYTE) 10314- 
82 Ave, 439-4545 


FOUR ROOMS 
RESTAURANT 
(EDMONTON) 
Edmonton Centre, 102 
Ave, Entrance, 426- 
4767 


FOUR ROOMS 
RESTAURANT (ST. 

28 Mission 
Ave, St. Albert, 460- 
6688 


FORTY FOUR MAG- 
NUM 8318-144 Ave, 
475-8702 

FOX AND HOUNDS 
10125-109 St, 423- 
2913 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR Local Motive: 
trance/house/breaks 
with DJ Waterboy, 
Quests 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 
SESS 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
Maurice John Vaughn; 
no cover 


CROMDALE HOTEL 
Hugh Betcha 
LION'S HEAD PUB 
Richard Blaze 
SIDETRACK CAFE 
Mike Weterings; no 
cover 

YARDBIRD SUITE 
Tuesday Jam Session: 
Craig Giacobbo; $3; 
8pm door, Ipm show 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL 
Benefit concert for the 
University of Natal 
music department fea- 
turing the Rural Route 
Swing Band, the U of A 
West African Music 
Ensemble, the Okoto 
Drummers and 
dancers; 7:30pm; $10 
adv/$12 door (adult), 
$8 adv/$10 door (stu- 
dent/senior); (tickets 
available at 
International Centre/ 
SUB info desk) 


JASPER PLACE HOTEL 


Hugh Betcha and his 
Okie Dokie Orchestra 


LIONS HEAD PUB 
Tony Dizon 


SIDETRACK CAFE 


HALO 10538 Jasper 
Ave, 423-HALO 


HIGHRUN CLUB 
4926-98 Ave, 440- 
2233 


HORIZON STAGE 
1001 Calahoo Rd, 962- 
8995 


JASPER PLACE 
HOTEL 15326 Stony 
Plain Rd, 489-1906 


JJ'S PUB 13160-118 
Ave 


JOINT NIGHTLIFE 
WEM, 486-3013 


KELLY’S 11540 Jasper 
Ave, 451-8825 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
9221-34 Ave, 433- 
2599 

L.B.’S PUB 111-23 
Akins Dr, St. Albert, 
460-9100 


LION'S HEAD PUB 
Coast Terrace Inn, 
4440 Gateway Blvd, 
431-5815 
LONGRIDER’S 1 1733- 
78 St, 479-7400 
MAJESTIK 10123-112 
St, 423-3352 
McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH 10025-101 
St 

NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE 10081 jasper 
Avé, 413-4578 


Supernal (alt rock); no 


cover 
DJs 


BUDDY’S NIGHT 
CLUB Top 40 with D} 
Stephan 


ELEPHANT AND CAS- 
TLE (WHYTE) 
Sleeman Method 
Tuesdays: hip hop, 
downtempo with D] 
Headspin 

MAJESTIK Dj Karaoke 
open decks with Derkin 
SAVOY Verbrilli 
Sound/Chillout 2003 
listening party; house, 
downtempop music 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
Maurice John Vaughn; 
ho cover 
CROMDALE HOTEL 
Hugh Betcha 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
King Ring Nancy 
LION'S HEAD PUB 
Richard Blaze 

ROSE AND CROWN 
PUB Tim Becker 
SIDETRACK CAFE 
Mike Weterings; no 
cover 


OTTEWELL PUB 
7108-90 Ave, 490- 
5000 


POWER PLANT U of 
A Campus, 492-8309 


PROVINCIAL MUSE- 
UM THEATRE 12845- 
102 Ave, 453-9100 


PURE 10551-82 Ave, 
995-PURE 


RED'S WEM Phase Ill, 
481-6420 


RISING SUN CAFE 
AND SOBER DANCE 
CLUB 11311 Kingsway 
Ave, 479-3775 


THE ROOST 10345- 
104 St, 426-3150 
ROSE AND CROWN 
PUB Sheraton Grande 
Edmonton Hotel, 
10235-101 St, 441- 
3036 

ROXY ON WHYTE 
10544-82 Ave, 439- 
7699 

RUM JUNGLE WEM, 
Phase Ii, 486-9494 


ST. BASIL'S 
CULTURAL CENTRE 
10819-81 Ave 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 
438-0373 

SEEDY’S 10314-104 
St, 421-0992 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
PUB Capilano Mall, 


“Dawn Chubai Trio 


vueweekty €D 


URBAN LOUNGE 
lackdicky, Seventh Rain, 
$5 


CLASSICAL 
Se aS 


HORIZON STAGE 
Prairie Debut (piano 
and cello); $20 adult, 
$15 student/senior; 
7:30pm 

McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH Music 
Wednesdays at Noon 
John Mahon, jennifer 
Bustin, Sheila Wright 
(clarinet, violin, piano); 
12:10-1 2:50pm; free 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR Whyte House 
Wednesdays: house 
with Ariel & Roel, 
Winston 

BUDDY’'S NIGHT 
CLUB Top 40 with D} 
Stephan 

HALO House with D) 
Dirty Darren Pockett 
MAJESTIK | Love 
Techno: Techno/tech 
house with Neal K 
quests 

NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Honey: house 
with Remo, junior 
Brown 

PURE Breakout: 
breaks/hip hop with 
Rage and }-Funk 
SEEDY’S Hard dance 
with Dj Tall Guy 


‘ 


Zenari’s 
Fri, Feb 21 


A 


1136, 5004-98 Ave, 
463-7788 « Rice 
Howard Way, 426 
7784 * 10341-82 Ave, 
433-9676 * Bourbon 
St. (WEM), 444-1752 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
10333-112 St, 421 
1326 


SPORTSMANS CLUB 
5708-75 St, 413-8333 


STARS 10551-82 Ave, 
995-PURE 


SUBLIME Bsmt, 
10147-104 St, 905 
8024 


SUGAR BOWL 10922 
88 Ave, 433-8369 


TIM'S GRILL 7106 
109 St, 413-9606. 


TONIC AFTER DARK 
9920-62 Ave, 408 
2877 

URBAN LOUNGE 
8111-105 St, 439-3388 
WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 
Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq, 428-1414 

¥ AFTERHOURS 
10028-102 St 


YARDBIRD SUITE 

10203-86 Ave, 432- 
0428 

ZENARI'S ON 1ST 
10117-101 St, 425- 
6151 


lay, March 1! 
The Sherlock Holmes Pubs 
(Whyte Avenue and Capilano locations) 


7:00 PM 


Your $30 ticket includes: 
e dinner © 
© collectible mug © 
e first beverage © 
e live entertainment including comedians © 
All to raise money for the Edmonton Garrison 
Military Family Resource Centre. 


Tickets available at all Sherlock Holmes Pubs locations. 


CAPILAN 


FED 20-22 DARYL HITLITZ 


WHYTE AVE 


FLD 21622 DERRICH SIGURDSON 


FEDI7-MARI JIMMY WHIEECH = FLD20-MAR! BOOM BOOM HINGs 


LAY BURL 
££ 20-22 THM RECUER 
FCD24-MARI MRC ZANE 


DOWNTOWN 
ELDD0-20 JIMMY WHIEECN 
FEDDC-MARI WES LECRON 
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108! Josper Ave Poladwum I 
Coll 428-CLUB for more info 


vw the wolfnote 
nothing at all 


likes on sale alas new olen and Mach 


Hot Funky Blues & R&B 
Direct From CHICAGO 


The McNeill play 


Wendy McNeill’s 
upcoming concert 
will benefit the 
Common good 

By JENNY FENIAK 


nearly eight years ago, Wendy 

McNeill has earned a reputation 
as one of the city’s most eccentric and 
individualistic songwriters. She’s also 
learned a thing or two about playing 
the game along the way. “It’s so 
funny,” she says, “because you think 
that it’s the writing that is the cre- 
ative part, but that’s just a fraction of 
the creativity. The bigger creativity is 
how you support your life with that 
little dough. I think that is the task— 
the challenge—of the independent 
artist is to try to do as much as you 
can with as little money as you can.” 

McNeill will live up to that chal- 
lenge with her pre-release concert 
this Saturday for her new album Such 
a Common Bird. Not only will the 
event hopefully secure enough 
money to allow her to finish record- 
ing it, but she’s also arranged a night 
of entertainment that’s more than 
another plain old gig. The multime- 
dia extravaganza will include mod- 
ern dance (MeNeill’s original field of 
study) and performances by an array 
of local minstrels, including saxo- 
phonist Brett Miles, trumpeter Bob 
Tildesley and cellist Sarah Tungland. 
MeNeéeill has also welcomed a talent- 
ed bunch to play on her album as 
well. “There'll be a lot of other peo- 
ple on it, but still with that sparse 
feel,” she says. “That’s kinda what I 
like, having a lot of texture. Sort of 
dense and then, like, pulling it away 
and then building it back up again. 
I'm hoping that’s kind of the effect 
that happens so it still feels sparse, 
but there’s still a lot there.” 


Si: moving back to Edmonton 


chillout* 


Saturday’s show will also mark 
the premiere of McNeill’s first music 
video, shot by local filmmaker Dave 
Morgan. “The way that it’s done,” 
McNeill says, “it’s not like your usual 
music video that has lots of cuts and 
is fast, fast, fast and close-up, close- 
up, close-up.” Instead, Morgan creat- 


E 


ed the clip’s film noir atmosphere by 


' shooting it in an older building in 


five long sequences. “I started watch- 
ing a lot of [film noir from the '40s],” 
McNeill says, “and I find that it’s real- 
ly a lot like my music's been so far, 
which is kind of stark. It’s got this real 
contrast between light and dark.” 


SUCH A COMMON BIRD will be 
McNeill’s first disc since 2001’s shock- 
ingly sensitive What's Your Whiskey 
Baby? A three-song demo will be 
available at the show to give audi- 
ences a taste of her most recent work. 
While McNeill’s French-Acadian 
background is hinted at by her talents 
on the accordion, which aptly com- 


CF repor 


plements her considerate and hones 
lyrical insights into our social condi 
tion, McNeill displays a newfound 
willingness to express the lighter sic 
of her personality in her music 

After spending much of last yea, 
on the road as part of the Rambling 
Roses Review, McNeill has done h 
fair share of learning and growin; 
Along with Luann Kowaluk and Jen 
Kraatz, McNeill performed al! ove; 
North America, an experience she 
describes as nothing less than mi 
blowing. “Being a loner,” McNeill 
says, “and actually accepting you'r 
with these people for a few months 
now.... [You realize] you'd better jus 
get to know each other. | think that 
blew open a lot of doors for me, \ots 
of my own little barriers, and | think 
it made me more willing to work 
with other people. Just being not so 
serious about trying to keep soni 
thing in its form, you know? Lik 
whatever—learn, feel, go with it.” © 


WENDY MCNEILL 
With Rhonda Stakich Bonnie Dov 
Community Hall (9240-93 St) « 
Feb 22 (7 
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BE THE FIRST TO HEAR 
Chillout 2003 
AND 
Verbrilli Sound 
TUESDAY.FEBRUARY.25 
8PM 


presented by: VUE 


WEEKLY . 
af WETTWERK 


9 iE 
cet OILED at BLUES ON WHYTE::: 


leisure war 


EVERY SUNDAY!!! ~ parry wth THE HOUSE PARTY BLUES BAND 
FEATURING HARPOOG BROWN, KER HOFFHAN, CLAYTON SAMPLE. & GRAMAM GUEST 


& ENTER TO WIN one oF 3 PAIRS OF OILERS TIX 
$3 PINTSES3S8 JUGS 
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Seoff Berner has 
olved the riddle of 
he accordion Not 


y DAN RUBINSTEIN 


lot of people are looking out for 
Baccordion-schlepping singer/song- 
writer Geoff Berner. There’s his 
end Samantha Parton of the Be 
ood Tanyas, who calls his new disc 
he album of the year and says it 
akes her cry. 
ere’s Canada’s 
git-country “it” 
it) Carolyn Mark, 
ose endorsement claims that “At 
1 house, we love to sing along to 
aginot Line,” a WWII-inspired para- 
e on Berner’s Churchill-inspired We 
i! Not Flag or Fail, We Shall Go On to 
¢ End, There’s his former tourmate 
orb Lund, who says “I love Berner’s 
t.... He'd be a good cardplayer, too, 
ed only apply himself.” 
Beyond all this earthly acclaim, 
bwever, Berner has been getting 
od career advice from his dead rela- 
es (especially his great uncle Archie) 
nce his band Terror of Tiny Town 
oke up three years ago. “They say 
ngs like ‘Way to go’ when I fuck 
p.” Berner reports from his home on 
€ east side of Vancouver, where he 
aped to after growing up on the 
Hluent west side. “They just chime 
" he continues, “and the more you 
‘en, the more talkative they 
ome." The voices have told Berner 
play more klezmer and encouraged 
to go solo, even when a lot of 
ving people” disagreed. “Living 
ple,” says Berner, “just don’t know 
ople the way the dead do.” 

Serner seems to know people, 

We Shall Not Flag or Fail, 10 

8s culled from his adventures and 
Ounters on the road over the last 
Uple of years, offers “way too 
uch insight into human nature,” 
boasts in his press kit. But there's 
ore Bragg (as in Billy Bragg) then 


Nia. | 


berner baby, Berner! 


brag behind that claim, a self-depre- 
cating sense of confidence that’s 
rooted in Berner’s readiness to say 
and sing what's on his mind. Because 
there's no real gap between the per- 
sonal and the political anyway. 
“Everything is about life,” Berner 
says about the songs on the album, 
which is not so much a photographic 
snapshot as it is a stew of raw ingredi- 
ents he accumulated while travelling 
through Europe and North America. 
“There's no real separation between 
politics and sex and music and food. 
It’s all about how 
we're going to live 
our lives. The only 
way political art is 
good is when it contributes to some- 
body feeling something. So this is 
about the plan, the priorities—and 
how we're going to have a good time. 
Maybe people have a good time 
when they go out and watch the 
Wallflowers. But I doubt it.” 


UNLIKE WALLFLOWERS POP, We 
Shall Not Flag or Fail is a unique voy- 
age. It visits the Jesus billboards of 
European churches (“Volcano God"), 
the seedy seductiveness of Prague 
(“Clown & Bard”) and the French 
army’s foolish trenches (“Maginot 
Line”). It eavesdrops on “Sheila gives 
blowjobs for $10!” conversations on 
Vancouver's downtown skid row 
(“We All Gotta Be a Prostitute Some- 
times”) and never-ending wrist-bend- 
ing in Edmonton bars (“The Way 
That Girl Drinks Beer”). And it even 
takes time out for a little love; “Beau- 
tiful in My Eyes” and “Iron Grey” are 
both heartbreakers. 

When he writes lyrics, Berner 
doesn’t follow any rules, (Besides, 
he says, there are no positive song- 
writing rules—only negative ones 
like “avoid clichés” and “don’t men- 
tion the rain.”) You can write a good 
song by being brutally honest, he 
says. Or by telling a huge lie. “I just 
go,” he explains, “and if it seems 
good, I keep going.” 

Musically, too, he just goes, put- 


vueweeKty €D 


ting the polka back in folka and the 
clunk back in punk. With percussion 
from drummer/producer Wayne 
Adams and a smattering of violin, 
ukulele, stand-up bass and backing 
vocals supplied by talented friends, 
but no guitars anywhere on the 
album, Berner’s accordion Estella is 
the centrepiece of We Shall Not Flag 
or Fail, But not because it’s unusual 
and raises eyebrows. He plays accor 
dion because it’s real, because it’s part 


of his eastern European Jewish her- 
itage (funny-smelling grandfathers 
and all)—and because, well, it sounds 
good. “In mainstream culture,” Bern- 
er says about the New World tenden- 
cy to seek distance from cultural 
reminders of the Old World, “there 
still is that value for slick, inhuman 
modernity. But on the fringes, people 
never stopped playing accordion 
“There should be room for 


everything,” he continues. “Pressure 


WE'RE A HAPPY FAMILY - 


to conform is bad. Because mono- 
cultures are weak. Monocultures in 
agriculture, in human culture, in 
politics—they weaken the organism 
and make it susceptible to sickness. 
This isn’t rocket science. Everybody 
knows this. Everybody who's paying 
attention.” © 


GEOFF BERNER 
Black Dog ® Sat, Feb 22 


(afternoon show) 


A TRIBUTE TO THE RAMONES 


U2ZE 


FEATURING: ROB ZOMBIE, U2, E 
VEDDER, KISS, RED HOT CHILLI 


FRAC) 


VRACK. AVAILABLE WHILE QUA 
IN STORES NOW. www.rame 


SWE!RE AUHAPPY FAMILY (exes 1423) 


GOOD CHARLOTTE - 
THE YOUNG AND THE HOP 
FEATURING THE HIT SINGLES 1 


AND THE ANTHEM 


IN STORES NOW 
‘www. qaodc harlotte. com 


THE ATARIS - 
SO LONG ASTORIA 


South 43 
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By DAVID STONE 


Pure formalities 


With things the way they are, the last 
thing you want to hear about is 
another club closing down. Yet a lack- 
luster economy affects everything, 
even the entertainment business. 
First, we bade farewell to the venera- 
ble Rev Cabaret/Lush nightclub after 
15 years of service. Now, we can add 
Pure to the list. 

The Whyte Avenue club, established 
less than a year ago in the old Parlia- 


ment/Rebar space by Therapy veterans 
Samson Chiu and Dj Dragon, has suc- 
cumbed to the winds of change. There 
will be one last hurrah on Saturday, 
March 1 that is open to everyone. 

Pure was created as an experiment 
of sorts, with the hopes of redefining 
what going out to a club was about. 
The emphasis was shifted away from 
marquee DJs and toward atmosphere, 
which could include anything from 
ice-carving to fire-dancing depending 
on the night you showed up, while 
patrons were invited to play games 
with each other, Sadly, the rumpus 
room psychology didn’t seem to wash 
with the great Whyte way’s cavalcade 
of partiers, who were more interested 
in chasing down some booty beats. 

Alas, while Pure closes, other 
opportunities present themselves. With 
two house club nights already under 
its belt—Chocolate Sundays and 
Honey Wednesdays, both hosted by 
Remo—New City is working with new 
local production company | Like Stuff 


to present a regular series of events, 
beginning next Thursday (February 
27) with Seattle’s Donald Glaude. 
The hyperkinetic Dj will be in town 
promoting the upcoming release of his 
new Mixed Live disc on Moonshine, 
recorded at Tall Paul’s club Turnmills in 
London, England. Tickets are available 
at DV8, Foosh, Underground and New 
City, or at the door. 

Even more pressing is tonight's 
(Thursday) gig over at the Joint, with 
U.K. hard house diva Lisa Lashes on 
the decks, presented by United. Lashes 
is the top female DJ in the world, if the 
D] magazine Top 100 list is anything to 
go by, known best for her blend of 
uplifting and tough Euro house beats. 
She'll be joined by Greg Wynn and 
Calgary's Serotonin in the main room, 
while Darcy Ryan, Mike Shoaf and Van- 
couver’s Jeffree will be holding down 
the second room with a mix of pro- 
gressive house. Tickets are available at 
DV8, Foosh, Underground WEM and 
Sunkissed Tanning, as well as Ticket- 


A 


(0314-104 street 
“, 
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Master. There will also be an after 
party at Y Afterhours for those who are 
willing to rock into the wee hours. 

On Saturday night, you can drop 
into Halo and help celebrate Junior 
Brown’s birthday as he welcomes back 
Chicago's DJ Heather. A 10-year vet- 
eran of the house scene, Heather is 
one of the most imaginative spinners 
in North America, dropping disco 
classics alongside tougher techno- 
influenced records, and layering 
sounds with precision. She’s earned 
the hype the old-fashioned way, 
spreading her sound by beating the 
Pavement, mixtapes in hand, and 
beating the boys at their own game. 

Next Saturday, you can check out a 
new night at the Windsor Bar and 
Grill, close to the U of A campus. Some 
enterprising young jocks have started up 
a night called Sonic Assimilation, which 
will cover the full spectrum of electroni- 
ca. Opening night will feature Lowtek, 
68K, Mike H and Galatea, with a few 
guests dropping in with their record 
boxes to spin a few tracks. Sounds like a 
pretty cool, laid-back affair. 

A mixed dish of electronic beats is 
also on hand every Friday night at 
Savoy, served up by the enigmatic 
duo of Bryana and Chris. The Whyte 
Avenue lounge will also host a listen- 
ing party on Tuesday night for two 
new releases on Nettwerk Records, 
Chillout 2003 and the new album 
from the Verbrilli Sound, entitled 
Leisure War. Admission is free, and you 
might win some swag while you kick 
back and chill with your friends over 
some beverages. 


Donald Glaude 
— 


For those who like to guzzle bee, 
right from the pitcher, Dj Deri, 
Kristoff and friends have an event jus 
for you. Last month, the local hard 
trance jocks hooked up with othe 
locals to hold a White Trash Night 
at a little pub called Jax’s Bar Carting 
their own system, the crew took ove 
the establishment and rocked out ; 
mixed bag of beats from house tg 
trance. As you can guess, it was q 
party of extraordinary magnitude, s» 
to prove they weren’t joking around 
they've decided to do it again. So, j 
you're not doing anything Friday 
night, throw on that old Poison T-shirt 
and head back to Jax’s Pub (124 ¢ 
and 118 Ave) for some good ol’-fash- 
ioned irony-in-action. © 
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ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK 
MORVERN CALLAR 

(WARP) 
(it 
In director Lynne Ramsay's new film 
Morvem Callar—an acclaimed adaptation 
of Alan Warmer’s cult novel that has yet to 
arrive in Edmonton—Samantha Morton 
plays a young woman whose boyfriend 
commits suicide, leaving her behind a 


STIFFED 

SEX SELLS 

(COOLHUNTER) 

ee ee 
There's no doubt Stiffed will get a 
few comparisons flung their way with 
the coochie-coochie girlie rock on 
Sex Sells. No doubt singer Santi will 
be likened to a certain blonde sex 


pc 
K IN BLACK 
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in Black was an amazing record— 
and still is. It’s amazing on so many 
els that you could probably write a 
sis on it, but, in brief, it is undeniably 
he pinnacle of AC/DC's career, striking 
perfect balance between the dry blues 

k of the ‘70s (and the band’s early 
reer) and the bombastic hard rock 
at was to supersede it. Every song is a 
assic right out of the gate, the produc- 
on and execution are flawless and the 
isc as a Whole is a fitting starting point 
br Epic’s massive plan to reissue the 
tire AC/DC canon. 

What's most exciting about Epic’s 
theme is the prospect of the Connect- 
D interactive site you get to access with 

ch disc. The site promises tons of 
inreleased audio, video, graphics and 
icles pertaining to each album and 
ould take the whole interactive reissue 
D to new heights in much the same 
ay that D' have changed movie 
ewing. You even get a pretty meaty 

liner with lots of old pics and a 
p/album synopsis from the ubiquitous 
id Fricke. Bon Scott fans can also 
el in the fact that all of the pre-B/B 
bums will be getting the same treat- 
t. Sete tite —Wrirey Houston 


HE MUSIC 
APITOL) 


he Brits have always had a knack for 
king psychedelia sound somewhat 
P. From Pink Floyd to Spiritualized, 
ed-out rock has been a specialty of 
ose geezers, since jamming for end- 
s hours, hammering their tremolo 
id reverb pedals, must take their 
ds off their damp, grey surround- 
gs. Drop some Manchester-style 
doves in the mix, and you've got a 
dovy rock outfit that fuses nasal blues 
outing with lanky rhythms and dense 
es of controlled feedback. 


\n other words, you get The Music, a 
d with an absolutely cheeky name but 
=doscopic skill, echoing the influence 


© Stone Roses, the Charlatans and 
Verve and throwing it all back out 
a modem urgency. They shift mood 
2 dime, from the Chemical Brothers 
p of “Take the Long Road and Walk 
‘0 the ethereal “Human” to the growl 
ouse blues of “The Truth Is No 
nd that's just in the first 15 


bundle of presents: a cowhide jacket, a 


cigarette lighter, a Walkman and a cas- 
sette tape labelled “Music for You.” The 
film’s soundtrack album is a more slickly 


packaged version of that mixtape and, 
rather than the dirgy mope-rock that you 
might expect, most of the selections are 
delicate electronic instrumentals from 
acts like Aphex Twin, Boards of Canada, 
Stereolab and Broadcast. Even the Velvet 
Underground song is a happy one—“I'm 
Sticking With You,” which begins with 
the loopy, singsong quatrain “I'm sticking 
with you/’Cause I’m made out of 
glue/Anything that you might do/I'm 
gonna do too.” 

In fact, the album’s tone gets less 
and less suicidal as it goes along, with 
tracks like “Cool in the Pool” (a goofball 
bit of Teutonic pop by Holgar Czukay) 
and Ween’s simultaneously silly and 
haunting “Japanese Cowboy.” The best 
song in the collection, however, is the 
most famous one: Lee Hazlewood and 
Nancy Sinatra’s unforgettably schizo- 
phrenic 1967 duet “Some Velvet Morn- 
ing,” with its perfect blend of 
suggestive but incomprehensible lyrics, 
lush ‘60s orchestrations and a menac- 
ing undercurrent. With this much great 
music in the world, how could anybody 
think of killing themselves? Ye ¥x tr ve 
—Paut MatwycHuk 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
WE'RE A HAPPY FAMILY: 
A TRIBUTE TO THE RAMONES 
(COLUMBIA) 
ES SE 
As Stephen King points out in the liner 
notes to We're a Happy Family, every 
tribute album is a piece of shit. “This is 
the Fabled Automatic,” he says. He then 
steps up to add that this record does 
not suck. The Ramones made great rock 
‘n’ roll (true) and every artist on this trib- 
ute record also made great rock ‘n’ roll 
(perhaps). Punks might sneer at the 
inclusion of big-name iconoclasts like U2 
covering “Beat on the Brat” or Marilyn 
Manson crooning a creeped-out version 
of “The KKK Took My Baby Away,” and 
they can sneer away. The best thing 
about this disc is that it proves how 
widespread the influence of the 
Ramones really was, that their music 
spoke to every kid in every comer of the 
known world who felt shitty, beat-down 
and disconnected, and showed them 
they could say what they wanted and 
maybe, just maybe, people would listen. 
The interpretations are wide and 
varied, from the bizarre (Tom Waits’s 
“Return of Jackie and judy”) to the 
faithful (Rancid’s “Sheena Is a Punk 
Rocker”), but every single one of them 
sounds sincere. Yeah, Kiss doing “Do 
You Remember Rock ‘n’ Roll Radio” 
might be a little crass, considering that 
the Ramones represented the opposite 
of what the painted Detroit arena rock- 
ers were all about, but let them grasp at 
credibility. In the end, it’s all just rock ‘n’ 
roll anyway. ¥ —Dave JOHNSTON 


vueweckty €fD 


bomb (who shall remain nameless) 
No doubt they've heard that before 
Yup, no doubt indeed. No doubt 
about it! NO DOU— Can / make it 
anymore fucking obvious?!?! Zing! 


Ye te ke —Wairey Houston 


KELLY JOE PHELPS 
SLINGSHOT PROFESSIONALS 
(RYKODISC) 
Sepsis  e 
Mr. Slide Guitar has assembled anoth- 
er stellar cast of players for his fifth 
disc, including young British Columbia 
Weissenborn virtuoso Steve Dawson 
and his partner Jesse Zubot, who plays 
mandolin and violin. The pair nudges 
Phelps from blues into roots and blue- 
grass to delicious effect. The CD is a 
collection of short stories with Phelps, 
the wise narrator, recounting tales of 
beautiful losers, proud loners and 
cheeky outlaws in the tradition of 
Bruce Springsteen or Neil Young. 
Building on the strengthened 
songwriting and fuller orchestration of 
Sky Like a Broken Clock, Slingshot Pro- 
fessionals shows a further progression 
on Phelps’s part from guitar player to 
mature composer. Accordions, organs, 
bongos and strings of all sorts make 
up the rolling landscape and choppy 
seas beneath Phelps’s thoughtful 
lyrics, delivered with his trademark 
earthy but seductive voice reminiscent 
of Mark Knopfler or Jay Farrar. The 


CD's melodious opener, “Jericho,” sets 
a rolling pace which ebbs and flows 


through tender offerings like “Waiting 
for Marty” and “Not So Far to Go” to 
the juicy blues of the title track and 
“Knock Louder.” He delves into a bit 
of country-folk with the likes of “Rust- 
ing Gate,” “Circle Wars” and “Win- 
dow Grin.” This is good road trip 


music. %%& HF —Tearry Parker 


50 CENT 

GET RICH OR DIE TRYIN’ 
(INTERSCOPE/UNIVERSAL) 
EE ES ESTE 
Is it possible for anyone in rap to be 
more hated than Eminem? Well, yes, 
actually. What 50 Cent has managed to 
do, though, is not piss parents and 
activists off so much as people within 
the hip hop industry itself, especially for 
his much-discussed single, “How to Rob 
an Industry Nigga.” Armed with words 
instead of bullets, the MC laid waste to 
at least 30 figures in the bizness, pro- 
voking the ire of all. Naturally, Eminem 
and Dr. Dre stepped up, took the 
bruised and bloodied rebel and gave 
him an entire album on which to 
unleash his verbal assaults. You want 
gangsta? Here's the real deal. He’s been 
shot and stabbed, kicked and beaten, 
and it’s all in the music, which vacillates 
from narcissistic (“Patiently Waiting”) to 
hilarious (“Wanksta”). His flow is occa- 
sionally awkward, but his confidence 
glosses over the stumbles. Step aside, 
Eminem—you've created your own 
replacement. tte —Dave Jounston 
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AN EVENING WITH 


Classical 
notes 


By ALLISON KYDD 


A song for Martin 


Those who worried that letting Martin 
Riseley out of our sight meant we'd 
never get him back can breathe a sigh 
of relief. Elaine Calder, CEO for the 
ESO, announced last week that Riseley 
(Edmonton Symphony Orchestra con- 
certmaster since 1994) returns to his 
usual desk next season after a year as 
interim associate concertmaster with 
the National Arts Centre Orchestra 
under NACO music director Pinchas 
Zukerman. “I have learned a lot from 
[Zukerman],” Riseley says, “about the 
violin, about different styles of orches- 
tral playing and about music in gener- 
al.” He also says he’s missed 
Edmonton's “supportive and apprecia- 
tive audiences.” Don’t we feel good! 
The sad thing about this news is 
that it means we'll possibly be saying 
goodbye to interim concertmaster John 
Lowry. Audiences have definitely 
warmed to him during the season, and | 
personally will miss his bow at the 
beginning of every concert—I can’t 
believe | once suggested he didn’t know 
how to smile. With the Calgary Philhar- 
monic getting a bailout at the eleventh 
hour, at least we aren’t sentencing him 
to unemployment when he leaves us. 
We've been lucky to have him, and with 
the ESO season only two-thirds over 
we'll be enjoying him for some time yet. 
Few on the classical music pipeline 
were surprised when Edmonton 
Opera's mystery donor turned out to 
be retired University of Alberta chem- 
istry professor Dr. Stuart Davis, this 
time proffering a $100,000 cheque. 
Earlier in the year, Davis, whose dona- 
tion of stocks turned the Winspear’s 
concert organ dream to a reality, made 
another substantial donation to the 
ESO. The Edmonton Opera board of 
directors hopes that, with incentives 
such as this, the opera will soon return 
to producing more operas per season. 
For its upcoming 40th season, 
however, it is sticking to three major 
productions: two Puccinis (Turandot, 
Madame Butterfly) and a musical (South 
Pacific). \f that much Puccini seems too 
much of a good thing, it’s also a prom- 
ise kept, since the principals graciously 
waived their compensation payments 
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when Turandot was cancelled this se 
son. As for Butterfly, 40 years a,,, 
launched the Edmonton Opera :,,,. 
tion, so it’s only fitting that it <1... 
highlight the anniversary season, . .. 
crowd-pleaser, South Pacific moves iy 
action to the southern hemi, hens 
while maintaining the exotic local. 
Speaking of romance, Trio Mondg 
of the Select Soirée Series builds 4 
the theme of love and the succ; 5 
December's Christmas in the Pariou; 
offering “Celtic in the Parlour” on Satun 
day, February 22. “It’s a little Scots; h 
Irish and eastern Canadian to celebrata 
Robbie Burns, St. Paddy's Da ang 
Valentine's,” say soprano Judith Richards 
son, flautist Amity Mitchell and pi; P 
Tammy-Jo Mortenson. The parlou; in 
question is located at 10563-76 Aye 
phone 450-2428 for more information _ 
Another Edmonton love affair con, 
tinues on February 22, as Angela 
Cheng breaks in the new $140 000 
Steinway grand piano in Muttart Hall a 
Grant MacEwan’s Alberta College cam 


pus, a gift from the Muttart Foundatiog 
on the occasion of its 50th year. The 
foundation will be sponsoring 15 con 
certs in all, and Cheng is also Giving 
piano master class on February 23 4 
the university's Convocation Hall 

Dorie Gold and Sylvia Shadick-Tays 
lor played to another full house fo 
Music Wednesdays at Noon af 
McDougall United Church. Shadick 
Taylor is well-known about town, buf 
Gold is something of a newcomer an 
says this was her first solo recital. Curs 
rently polishing up her skills by taking 
lessons from Shelley Younge, Gold 
was formerly a music therapist in Van 
couver. She also lived nine years in 
Seoul, Korea, where she was a found 
ing member of the Seoul/Mates Trio 

Because Edmonton has such @ 
rich musical life, it’s seldom possible 
to focus very much on individual 
groups, even if they have contributed 
to that richness for many years. Sucti 
is the case with the New Edmonio 
Wind Sinfonia. Formed in 1976, its 
made up of professional and semi- 
professional musicians from Edmon- 
ton and area, many of them 2/s0 
representing other walks of life. What 
they share is an enthusiasm for pro 
moting wind and percussion reper 
toire to audiences of all ages. Besides 
commissioning new works by suc! 
composers as Dr. Malcolm Forsyt", 
who performed with the group ‘of 
many years, and being invited to pe 
form in music conventions, festiva!§ 
and conferences in France and a 
Alberta and Canada, the Wind 5 
nia holds regular concerts in Edmom 
ton. The next one takes place 0" 
February 27 at Convocation Hall. 4 
there's food for after! @ 
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ho . 
DIAMONDS'ON,THE INSIDE 
IEINISTORES MARCHin 


*WIN®* 


A BEN HARPER CATALOGUE AT 
VUEWEEKLY.COM (Click on the "Ben Harper Contest" link) 
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HEAR TWO TRACKS AND 

WATCH THE VIDEO THIS WEEK! 
TWO MORE TRACKS WILL BE ADDED 
EACH WEEK FOR THE NEXT TWO WEEKS 


Mifune 
valentin 


our-film Kurosawa 
eries is a great 
ummary of 
Jaoanese master’s 
prilliant Oe@uvre 


y JOSEF BRAUN 


ihe late Akira Kurosawa (1910- 
1998) is perhaps the most truly 
international of the world’s 
atest filmmakers. Though critics 
bent decades trying to come to 
mms with the blurry East-West 
naries that pervade his films, 
hat's so distinctive about Kuro- 
wa's work (and perhaps what per- 
aps explains its enduring 
bpularity) is the way it incorpo- 
es so many threads of global cul- 
re—from American pulp novels to 
akespeare and Dostoyevsky to 
hn Ford westerns and Samurai leg- 
ds—to define what can now be 
knowledged as Japanese mod- 
lism. And his embrace of a new, 
on-xenophobic aesthetic for post- 
' japan has been as integral an 
fluence on Japanese filmmakers 
e Nagisa Oshima and Takeshi 
ano (not to mention hipster nov- 
sts like Haruki Murakami) as it 
S been on the cinema of Sergio 
one, Alain Resnais, George Lucas 
/im Jarmusch. 

"icking up a quartet of gor- 
‘us new 35mm prints from the 
les that’s been crisscrossing 
rth America for several months, 
‘ro Cinema is presenting an 
ira Kurosawa Retrospective 
B'nning this Friday. Collectively, 
* retrospective provides as solid 
Overview of the filmmaker’s 31- 
») career as any four pieces can. 
P other foreign director is so 
represented at the local video 
re, yet I can think of few film- 
hers whose work demands the 
Ndeur of the big screen more. 
his weekend, forget whatever's 


new at the cineplex—this is one 
event no self-respecting film lover 
should miss. 

Although Kurosawa's jidai-geki 
or period-setting movies like The 
Seven Samurai possess more overtly 
exotic appeal and remain his most 
popular, his gendai-geki or contem- 
porary-setting films are among his 
strongest. Stray Dog (1949), set 
and shot on location in U.S.-occu- 
pied Tokyo during a sweltering 
summer, is a riveting transplant of 
American noir conventions into a 
gritty, urban Asian milieu. One of 
my personal favourites, it features 
an endearingly earnest young 
Toshiro Mifune as a detective 
named Murakami who suffers 
great personal dishonour when his 
pistol is stolen while riding a 
crowded streetcar. 

Murakami soon traces his pistol 
to a series of crimes, including a 


murder, and begins to feel intense 
guilt, almost as though he himself 
pulled the trigger. His investigation 
into recovering the weapon 
immerses him into the murky 
depths of Tokyo's criminal under- 
ground and Kurosawa provides us 
with a long, wordless montage that 
captures Murakami’s exhausting 
undercover search, always empha- 
sizing the punishing heat, going so 
far as to point the camera directly 
at the sun as it burns through a 
straw mat (a technique almost 
unprecedented at the time and one 
which would be celebrated when 
Kurosawa repeated it two years 
later in Rashomon). Engrossing, sus- 
penseful and rife with striking 
images, Stray Dog culminates in 4 
sunrise showdown within the flow- 

ers and weeds behind a suburban 
housing development as an oblivi- 
ous resident tinkles on a nearby 
piano. Spellbinding. 


The Bad Sleep Well 


ONE OF THE GREATEST cinematic 
interpretations of Shakespeare, 
Throne of Blood (1957) is Kuro- 
sawa’s stunning reconception of 
Macbeth. Set in feudal Japan and 
sumptuously shot in the mist- 
shrouded forests around Mount 
Fuji, it opens with a daringly long, 
creepy montage of the obscured 
landscape surrounding “Cobweb 
Forest” while an abrasive, discor- 
dant flute cries out from nowhere 
and unseen singers chant about the 
dangers of excessive ambition. It 
features a hypnotically focused, 
tormented and paranoid Mifune in 
the central role of Washizu, the 
great warrior who swiftly rises to 
power after hearing the prophecy 
of a witch he encounters while lost 
in the forest. 

Kurosawa’s maneuvering of 
crowds of soldiers with flags flut- 
tering from their backs, his fore- 
shadowing through weather and 
animals, his chilling incorporation 
of supernatural elements, his 
mobilizing of the Cobweb Forest 
and, of course, the spectacular cli- 
mactic death of Washizu under a 
storm of arrows that reduce him to 
a giant flailing voodoo doll—all of 
these things make Throne of Blood 
an unforgettable experience. Yet 
what about the underrated, fasci- 
nating choices Kurosawa (generally 
considered clumsy with women), 
screenwriters Hideo Oguni, Shi 
nobu Hashimoto and Ryuzo 
Kikushima and actress Isuzu Yamna- 
da make with Asaji, the Lady Mac- 
beth character, transforming her 
into a compellingly ruthless femme 
fatale, more cunning and driven 
than Washizu, who only resists 
temptation to hurry his ascent 
with murder until swayed by her 
shrewd arguments? (Asaji also cre 
ates one of the most unnerving 
sounds in Throne of Blood, that of 
her skirts rubbing together as she 
takes short meditative steps toward 


SEE PAGE 44 


FAMETRACKER 
ENTERTA NMENT REPORTING (01 


© The Jungle Book 2 downed 11.9 


million bananas! 

@ Shanghai Knights cuined 11.4 mil- 
lion Union Jacks! 

© The Recruit broke 6.8 million laws 
nits pursuit of justice, or some- 
thing! 

@ Final Destination 2 rigged up 6.2 
million complicated devices just to 
kill some dumb ceenagers! 

@ Deliver Us From Eva trotced out 


4.4 million of the hoariest clichés 


© Daredevil rejected 43. 5 million 
seeing-eye dogs! 

@ How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days 
scattered 19 million stuffed coys 
around its boyfriends apartment! 
© Chicago bought 12.6 million bor- 


tles of aspirin at the United Drug! 


alour women! 


© Kangaroo Jack cnrew 4 million 
shrimp on the barbie! 


@ About Schmidt shook hands with 
3.55 million people at the receiving 
line at its daughter's wedding! 


THE ASTERISK* 


Special All-Oscar Nominee Edition! 


John C. Reilly was given a customized 
Cooper Mini by his agency as a bonus 
for reaching 1,000 minutes of total 
screen time in 2002" 


Christopher Walken has announced 
he will cake a year off from acting to 
concentrate on music videos* 

Nia Vardalos will team with Snoop 
Dogg to pen a script for a movie 
titled My Big Phat Westside Wedding* 


Kathy Bates has denied permission to 
Madame Tussaud's Wax Museum in 
London, which was seeking to add a 
wax figure of her character from 
Misery to the museum's famed Hall of 
Horrors* 


Jack Nicholson has over $3 million 
invested in the company that pro- 
duces the Segway* 


In a recent interview with a French 
film magazine, Paul Newman cited 
The Fast and the Furious star Paul 
Walker as the “brightest hope” for 
American cinema®* 


Adrien Brody is the nephew of actor 
Harry Dean Stanton” 


Diane Lane's part in Unfaithful was 
originally offered to, and turned down 
by, Phoebe Cates’ 

Daniel Day-Lewis's given name is 


Veslteauia® E! recently reported that Rob 


Marshall directed a straight-to-video 
installment of the Paisan Ivy franchise 
under a pseudonym* 


Catherine Zeta-Jones is organizing a 
boycott of Welch's grape juice and 
related products, claiming the com- 


pany’siname is discriminatory* Julianne Moore is a natural blonde* 


*THEY HAVE THE RING OF TRUTH TO THEM, BUT THAT'S IT! 
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SPY KIDS 2 
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THE FOUR 
FEATHERS 


STEALING HARVARD 


THE RULES OF 
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Blood. 
It’s in you to give. 


Take time this winter 
and make a donation! 


Call today and book 
your appointment, 


CANADIAN BLOOD SERVICES 
Bicod. ifs in you to give. 


www.bloodservices.ca 


1 888 2 DONATE 
(1 888 236-6283) 
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Cheaters never prosper 


Ingmar Bergman 
brilliantly dissects yet 
another disintegrating 
marriage in Faithless 
By JOSEF BRAUN 


filmmaking for the last 20 years, 
ome of Ingmar Bergman's 
strongest work is still being produced. 
The most recent and remarkable 
example is Faithless, a mercilessly 
detailed chronicle of disastrous adul- 
tery and familial disintegration writ- 
ten by Bergman and directed by his 
longtime collaborator and onetime 
partner Liv Ullmann. But while Faith- 
less gives Bergman fans cause to cele- 


persia officially retired from 


March 5th, 7pm 


Myer Horowitz Theatre 
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Tickets through Ticket Master 


$15 advance, $20@door (plus service charges) 
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brate, we'll have to be content to cele- 
brate in our living rooms since, hav- 
ing never made it to Edmonton 
screens, it’s now finally available (after 
an unusually protracted delay) on 
VHS and DVD. 

Somewhat reminiscent of Scenes 
From a Marriage (in which Ulmann 


VIDED 


starred), Faithless reveals Bergman at 
his most brutal and yet most mature 
as he dramatizes some particularly 
harrowing events from his hairy past 
(alluded to in his autobiography The 
Magic Lantern). While the memories 
Bergman reconstructs into fiction in 
Faithless are soaked in dishonour, 
there’s not a trace of self-flagella- 


Maude Barlow, national 
chairperson of the 
Council of Canadians, 
is a successful author, 
political activist, policy 
critic and outspoken 
crusader for Canada. 
No stranger to 
controversy, Ms. 
Barlow’s name garners 
attention from many, 
and it’s not always 
positive. In her 
ongoing efforts to 
ensure the interests of 
the average Canadian 
are protected, she 
takes politicians head- 
on in public forums 
such as newspaper 
articles and columns. 
While conducting 
high-profile publicity 
campaigns for the 
media, she aspires to 
preserve the values 
that make us truly 
Canadian. 
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tion—nor, conversely, 
are there any attempts 
to make the characters ¢ 
more sympathetic 
(something common 
to similarly-themed 
American films like 
last year’s World Travel- 
er). Directed by UIl- 
mann in a beautifully 
austere, meticulously 
detailed manner in 
keeping with the style 
of her mentor, the film 
offsets its bleak tone 
with a palpable vivaci- 
ty. Everything's alive 
in Faithless, from the 
rich textures of Jorgen 
Persson’s cinematography to the 
explosive yet articulate accusations in 
Bergman’s script that erupt with such 
seeming effortlessness from its power- 
ful star Lena Endre. 

The film’s framing device—a 
woman confessing a torrid affair to 
an older man, told mainly through 
monologue and flashback—is quite 
similar to Ullmann’s other Bergman- 
scripted movie Private Confessions. But 
Faithless digs deeper, feels more per- 
sonal and offers fewer buffers for the 
audience such as period or even par- 
tial reconciliation. The film’s title 
makes the distinction most clearly: 
whereas Private Confessions’ adulteress 
takes comfort confiding in a priest, 
Faithless’ Marianne has nothing to 
absorb her shame—certainly no reli- 
gious outlet. Essentially, Marianne’s 
story isn’t told for her own sake at 
all, but for that of the old man lis- 
tening, who just happens to be 
named Bergman. 


Lena Endre, “ju 


THERE ARE THREE interesting visual 
motifs in Faithless. The first is Pers- 
son’s achingly gorgeous, Sugimoto- 
esque opening shot of an immense 
dark sea from the beaches of Faro, 
the island where Bergman lives and 
also shot many of his '60s films. The 
second two are faces, those of 
“Bergman” (played by Bergman’s 
lifelong friend and collaborator 
Erland Josephson) and Marianne 
(Endre). Although his medium shots 
of rooms and landscapes are distinc- 
tively captivating, close-ups have 
always played an enormous role in 
Bergman's work, so much so that 
you have to wonder if you could tell 
these stories without them. This is 
exciting to me: faces, in all their bare 
vulnerability, tell the story. 
Josephson’s expression often 
looks like he’s listening for some 
oddly pitched sound (and his image 
is sometimes accompanied by UII- 
mann’s almost subliminal use of 
music). He listens to Marianne’s story 
looking almost stunned, but not to 
the point of revealing any judgment. 
His attention is focused, but it’s not 
like he’s leaning in closer to revel in 
the sordidness of it all. And, the way 
Endre tells it, her story never relies on 
the sort of middle-class taboo-titillat- 
ing that writer/director Adrian Lyne, 
for one, seems so fond of. Endre 


ing fun” in Faithless 


resembles a younger Ullmann in the 
way she can appear plain or beautifi\| 
(in one scene where she presses her 
face against a mirror, she’s both): like. 
wise, she shifts from lightness to shat. 
tering intensity in a way that's 
disarmingly organic. And it’s imposii- 
ble to dismiss her as self-pitying 
when she can appear so radiant 


MARIANNE’S STORY involves an 
affair she had with a theatre director 
named David (Krister Henriksson) 
while happily married to an 
acclaimed conductor with whom she 
has a young daughter. We know the 
affair’s doomed, but we don’t know 
how. The film’s trick is how pre- 
dictable it all seems in hindsight 
Marianne’s right to focus her guilt on 
her child, who's clearly the victim in 
Faithless, though Ullmann never uses 
the girl to conjure up cheap 
tragedy—her approach is too cool, as 
it has to be with material this dra 
matic. It’s telling that when Ullmann 
uses nudity, it’s not until after the 
bloom has worn off Marianne and 
David's tryst and they've had their 
first bout of clumsy, affectionless sex 
Ullman frames them from above so 
their spent bodies look like wriggling 
insects pinned to a mat. 

Two things that don’t quite work 
in Faithless are Henriksson’s perfor 
ance and the character of David him 
self. While Marianne is so captivating 
(and ominous when she initially tal’ 
about “just having fun”), we're left © 
wonder what's so seductive about (ie 
miserable sap she has it off wit). ! 
suppose her husband is such a |'\- 
able, successful guy that perhp> 
David wins her by simply being )“’ 
husband's opposite. Bergman's al\v)* 
done his best writing for wome! 
any case, and “Bergman” is pet!) 
so compelling because he mostly |" 
listens and looks genuinely haunt“ 
Everything in Faithless is coloures' ° 
ghosts that won't go away. \"" 
rather than seem like a project driven 
by self-absorption, this one’s carefully 
made just for us. For “Bergman” 
reads like a great purging with " 
consolation in sight. @ 

FAITHLESS 

Directed by Liv Ullmann « Written ° 


Ingmar Bergman * Starring Lena Eno 
and Erland Josephson « Now on vide 


Films don’t get 
much stupider or 
more soulless than 
one-dimensional 


Dark Blue 


py JOSEF BRAUN 


as it might (and boy, does it 
Te: Dark Blue is going to have 
an awfully hard time convincing 
you it’s anywhere near as important 
as it clearly believes itself to be. 
Though set against the apocalyptic 
backdrop of the L.A. riots of 1991 and 
spilling over with all manner of pre- 
carious issues regarding race, class, 
gender, violence and corruption, 
director Ron Shelton’s most recent 
departure from his likable catalog of 
sports movies is about as provocative 
and probing as an episode of Jerry 
Springer. In fact, it’s the most soul- 
sucking, juvenilely conceived piece of 
shit since 15 Minutes, that other 
recent exercise in ostensibly “hard- 
hitting, political” moviemaking from 
a filmmaker who's far more comfort- 
able with sheer entertainment. 

If an essential requirement of 
any piece of art is to generate a reac- 
tion, I'll give that much to Dark Blue, 
which genuinely upset me. It’s the 


Daves) iVie fos laren 


SILL aL LaLa 


www.devstudios.com 


sort of film that brings out the cynic 
in me, because it’s so deeply disap- 
pointing that a group of people who 
were likely intent on making some- 
thing that speaks to an audience 
could produce something so callous 
and pathetically one-dimensional. 
Adapted by screenwriter David Ayer 
(Training Day) from a story by James 
Ellroy, all the basic elements of Dark 
Blue seem scrawled on a chalkboard 
with the crudity of an angry, 
messed-up kid trying awkwardly to 
come off as tough and deep (not 
unlike the young Ellroy who sent 


DRAMA 


Nazi pamphlets to girls he liked, a 
fact highlighted in Dark Blue's press 
kit). Ellroy’s proven himself an 
extremely effective crime novelist 
(and his L.A. Confidential made a ter- 
tific movie), but perhaps stripped of 
period setting and his trademark 
punchy, telegraphic prose style, the 
more formulaic and immature quali- 
ties of his work rise to the surface. 


THE FILM CENTRES around Detec- 
tive Eldon Perry (Kurt Russell on an 
instantly tiresome rampage), a per- 
petually drunk redneck asshole 
whose entire career as a policeman is 
marked by lies, blackmail, intimida- 


Adobe 
Certified Expert 


policeman's plot is not a happy one 


tion, unlawful use of violence, abuse 
of power and even murder. His new 
partner, the absurdly Doogie Howser- 
ish rookie Bobby Keough (Scott 
Speedman, who looks like he got his 
braces removed just for this movie) is 
SO green that he drops his gun on a 
stakeout, so Eldon blows away the 
targeted unarmed villain instead and 
lets Bobby take the heat, an act 
which falsely initiates him into the 
tough motherfucker club of LAPD's 
most overtly corrupt elite. But none 
of this gets past Assistant Chief Hol- 
land (Ving Rhames), the only 
African-American in LAPD's upper 
echelon, who vows to bring the uni- 
formly evil white boys down by 
exposing their dirty deeds during the 
highest moment of racial tension in 
the U.S. since the ’60s, (Holland has 
his secrets too, but being a red-blood- 
ed Afro-American and all, they only 
prove that he likes the ladies.) 

In what initially seems a daring 
move, Eldon is an extremely unsym- 
pathetic protagonist and Dark Blue 
stays firmly fixated on his continu- 
ing alcohol and blood-fueled descent 
into hell. Everything he says and 
does is utterly asinine, from his rants 
about street justice to his steady 
stream of racist/homophobic/sexist 
slurs to his belligerent behavior 
around his family. When he and his 
wife (Lolita Davidovich in a merci- 
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There's a tiot goin’ on: Kurt Russell in Dark Blue 


lessly perfunctory role) receive a 
phone bill rife with 1-900 numbers 
dialed by their teenage son, Eldon 
says, “Pay it—at least he’s not a fag!” 

ELDON AND BOBBY are put on a 
quadruple homicide case clandes- 
tinely orchestrated by SIS boss Jack 
Van Meter (Brendan Gleeson), who 
manipulates a couple of young 
lunkheads to do his dirty work for 
him (and, since we want to be egali 

tarianl, one lunkhead is black, one 
white). Van Meter instructs Eldon 
and Bobby to waste a couple of ex 

cons uninvolved in the case to take 
the heat off his lackeys, and Bobby 
fails miserably in the film’s second 
big moment of moral truth, killing 
one of the unarmed suspects, And in 
one of Dark Blue's most hackneyed 
displays of dramaturgy, Bobby's 
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crime is witnessed by a little Asian 
girl sucking on a bottle in a nearby 
window, as though without the sta- 
ple innocent onlooker we wouldn't 
be able to figure out that murdering 
unarmed innocent men is bad 

Anyway, as the riots erupt to the 
cheesy strains of Terrence Blan- 
chard’s Simon & Simon-esque score 
and Shelton and company unleash 
one race or gender stereotype and 
cop movie cliché after another, it’s 
difficult not to feel like you're being 
had, that all the heat and smoke is 
just a big fagade for another shallow 
slice of Hollywood hokum, © 


DARK BLUE 

Directed by Ron Shelton * Written by 
David Ayer ® Starring Kurt Russell, 
Scott Speedman and Ving Rhames * 
Opens Fri, Feb 21 
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The man who forsook his wife for a frat. 


Old School may be 
lowbrow, but at 
least it’s in better 
taste than most frat 
comedies 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


dd Phillips's films include the 
Ton documentary Frat 
House and the 2000 teen comedy 
Road Trip. With that thin CY, it’s not 
surprising that Old School barely 
qualifies as a film (clocking in at a 
scant 90 minutes), or that it just 
barely makes the grade as a comedy. 
If you want to see some amusing 
Saturday Night Live sketches 


presents 


stretched around an Animal House 
skeleton of a plot, Old School offers 
some laughs, as well as some nice 
acting turns by Vince Vaughn and 
Luke Wilson. 

Wilson plays Mitch Martin, a 
real estate agent who comes home 
early from a seminar only to discov- 
er his girlfriend cheating on him. 


COMEDY 


When he moves into a new house 
near a university and his friend 
Beanie (Vaughn) throws a huge 
party for him, their buddy Frank 
(Will Ferrell) reverts to his former 
party animal ways, leading to prob- 
lems with his new bride. When the 
gang's high school nemesis—who's 


AKIRA KUROSAWA 


"Kurosawa was one of the great 
treasures of film history ... his 
influence is so profound as to R 


be almost incomparable. There 
is no one else like him” 
Martin Scorsese 


FRIDAY 
MONDAY 


9:30PM 
7:00PM 


THRONE OF BLOOD 


SATURDAY 7:00PM 
MONDAY = 9:15PM 


Veco) operates 


with the 
support of: 


@itionton 


BRAND NEW 35 Mi PRINTS! 


FRIDAY 
SUNDAY 


7:00PM 
9:15PM 


tins 
Tad | 
a 


SATURDAY 9:15PM 
SUNDAY 6:30PM 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel 
Theatre, 9828 - 101 A Ave. For more information, 
call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


AE 


Veuve] 


us 


now the dean (Jeremy Piven)— 
rezones the area for university activ- 
ity, Beanie decides to turn the house 
into... a student centre for environ- 
mental policy initiatives. Sorry, 
that’s just wishful thinking on my 
part. Actually, the three friends turn 
the house into a fraternity, Mitch 
becomes known as the “Godfather” 
and even their staid co-workers sud- 
denly want to join the boys’ club. 

So, apart from the (admittedly 
tenuous) connection to the Garneau 
neighbourhood’s recent fight 
against being rezoned by the Uni- 
versity of Alberta, why should any 
non-fraternity pledge be made to 
watch this movie? Well, I’m forced 
by the reviewers’ code of ethics to 
admit that while they're few and far 
between, Old School does have its 
funny moments. Most come from 
the supporting characters, such as a 
wedding singer who seems to be 
stricken with Tourette’s and a white- 
bearded, octogenarian fraternity ini- 
tiate named Blue. 

Then again, there’s a brutally 
stereotypical fat black kid named 
Weensie, who is meant to be 
laughed with (when he’s cute and 
preposterously saves the day) or 
laughed at (when he runs, falls or 
whimpers). This is a film where a 
man is called “faggot” for sitting in 
the back of a taxi and the most pro- 
found statement about romance is 
“Love is a real motherfucker.” _ 


VAUGHN EFFECTIVELY plays the 
same sort of self-absorbed, overly 
enthusiastic manchild that he per- 
fected in Swingers and Made. Except 
that here his character is also a 
father, a casting choice that allows 
for some amusing scenes when he 
has his kids put their hands over 


Akira Kurosawa 


Continued from page 41 


the king’s chambers.) 


ONE OF THE DARKEST and most 
overtly political of Kurosawa’s 
gendai-geki pieces is The Bad 
Sleep Well (1960), a dizzyingly 
complex revenge drama that 
indicts the increasingly powerful 
corporate Japan for corruption at 
every level. It opens with the dubi- 
ous wedding reception of a corpo- 
rate vice-president’s handicapped 
daughter td his secretary Koichi 
Nishi (a nearly unrecognizable, 
remarkably subdued Mifune). A 
bevy of reporters, beautifully cho- 
reographed to spill out of elevators 
and roam around a hall, function 
as a chorus, watching the tense 
“party” (the brother finishes his 
speech with “If you mistreat my 
sister, I'll kill you”) unfold until a 
wedding cake arrives in the shape 
of corporate headquarters, decorat- 
ed with a ribbon to signify the sev- 
enth-storey window from which an 
employee suspiciously suicided five 
years previously. 

Ambitious and unpatriotic, The 


Will Ferrell keqgers the imagination in Old School 


their ears (“earmuffs,” he com- 
mands them) when adults swear, 
but which also made me wonder 
why anyone would marry this dolt, 
let alone conceive progeny with 
him. Wilson is fairly charming as 
the main character, though his one- 
night stand with a girl whom he 
later discovers to be his boss’s high- 
school-aged daughter is a moral blot 
of Lolita proportions that’s never 
cleaned up. SNL alumnus Ferrell 
plays the over-the-top schmuck role 
that no frat comedy is complete 
without, while Craig Kilborn has a 
cameo role, apparently to confirm 
that he’s as shallow and smug on 
film as he.is as a talk show host. 

I’m not sure why it took three 
guys to write a script about three 
guys working through their relation- 
ship problems by setting up a frater- 
nity, though the parallel sadly 
suggests that some writers do live 
vicariously through their subject 


Bad Sleep Well was the first film 
Kurosawa made under his own com- 
pany. It was also the first film he 
shot in Cinemascope (or “Toho 
Scope”), extending his singular use 
of triangular‘compositions into the 
wider frame to wonderful effect, 
often dividing the frame with interi- 
or architecture to create dramatic 
lines between the characters and 
finally utilizing the bleak landscape 
of a bombed-out munitions factory 
to drive home a final note of despair. 


EVIDENTLY, KUROSAWA’S movies 
always seem to define themselves 
for me in their opening sequences, 
and Yojimbo (1961) is certainly no 
exception. We begin with a lovely 
vista of a mountain range, where- 
upon Mifune, with characteristic 
bravado, walks into the frame, 
keeping his back to us and—in his 
first grand moment—casually 
scratching the back of his head. 
Though Yojimbo is a very violent 
film, the subtle humour of this first 
moment only builds throughout 
the action to come. 

Set in 1860, though riffing on 
elements of Dashiell Hammett’s 
novel Red Harvest and setting the 
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matter. (Of course, between having 
sex with minors and Beanie using 
his kids to make his friends fee; 
guilty, maybe there’s a point being 
made here about the infanti! 
regression of men as they grapple 
with commitment. Or maybe not.) 
Subplots fizzle out and plausi 
bility dwindles (a thirtysomething 
college dean?), but at least ther 
are no de rigueur fart, burp or scat 
ological jokes. After a harsh winte: 
that brought us an animated 
Adam Sandler comedy in even 
poorer taste than his live films, a 
lark-filled, laugh-lite sophomoric 
effort like Old School seems almost 
heartwarming. © 
; OLD SCHOOL 
Directed by Todd Phillips * Written by 
Court Crandall, Scot Armstrong and 
Todd Phillips * Starring Luke Wilson, 
Will Ferrell and Vince Vaughn ° 
Opens Fri, Feb 2 
blueprint for Leone’s A Fist/u! 
Dollars, the film centres around 4 
masterless samurai named Sanju' 
(Mifune) who wanders into a town 
terrorized by two warring clans 
Most of the thugs Sanjuro meets 
are clearly no match for either his 
amoral wit or his formidable 
swordsmanship (which Kurosaw 
seizes upon in great horizonta 
travelling shots), the youngest and 
dumbest of them bragging abou' 
killing as though it were simp!) 
the latest fad. The determine¢! 
pragmatic Sanjuro offers his serv '\ 
es to the highest bidder, yet eve" 
tually settles for becomils © 
catalyst for sheer chaos as a mea! 
to end the pitiful war, watchins 
the ghouls tear each other 
shreds before waltzing out of to" 
and into cinema history ast!“ 
greatest western (anti)hero to 1° 
actually appear in a western. ® 


AKIRA KUROSAWA SERIES 
Directed by Akira Kurosow< * 
Featuring The Bad Sleep Well, Str 
Dog, Throne of Blood and Yojimbo 
(see Film Weekly for screening times 
« Zeidler Hall, The Citadel * Met’ 
Ginema * 425-92! 
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NEW THIS WEEK 


Akira Kurosawa Series (M) A selec- 
tion of classic films by the celebrated 
PICK Japanese director. Featuring: Stray 

Dog: Fri, Feb 21 (7pm), Sun, Feb 23 
(9:15pm); Yojimbo: Fri, Feb 21 (9:30pm), 
Mon, Feb 24 (7pm); Throne of Blood: Sat, Feb 
22 (7pm), Mon, Feb 24 (9:15pm), The Bad 
Sleep Well: Sat, Feb 22 (9:15pm), Sun, Feb 
23 (6:30pm). Zeidler Hall, The Citadel 


Dark Blue (FP) Kurt Russell, Scott Speed- 
man and Ving Rhames star in Bull Durham 
director Ron Shelton’s gritty police drama 
about two LAPD homicide detectives—one 
a morally footloose veteran, the other a 
fresh-faced rookie—investigating a racially 
charged slaying in the week leading up to 

», the verdict in the 1992 Rodney King trial. 

~ Based on a story by James Ellroy. 


Gods and Generals (CO) Jeff Daniels, 
Robert Duvall, Stephen Lang and Mira 
Sorvino star in Gettysburg director Ron 
Maxwell’s Civil War epic, which blends his- 
torical and fictional characters to tell the 
story of the battles of Bull Run, Antietam, 
Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville. Based 
on the book by Jeff Shaara. 


The Life of David Gale (CO, FP) Kevin 
Spacey, Laura Linney and Kate Winslet star 
in Mississippi Burning director Alan Parker's 
political thriller about a reporter who begins 
to suspect that a famous anti-death-penalty 
advocate, who has been sent to Death Row 
himself for the rape and murder of a fellow 
activist, may in fact be the innocent victim 
of a massive conspiracy. 


NAIT Student Films (M) Three short 
videos—two dramas and one documen- 
tary—produced by students in NAIT’s radio 
and television program, Zeidler Hall, The 
Citadel; Thu, Feb 20 (7pm) 


Old School (CO, FP) Luke Wilson, Will Fer- 
rell and Vince Vaughn star in Road Trip 
director Todd Phillips’s lowbrow comedy 
about a newly single thirtysomething man 
who relives his irresponsible younger days 
when he and two friends move into a huge 
house near the local college campus and set 
up a party-all-night “unofficial fraternity.” 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


(al) About Schmidt (CO, FP) Jack Nichol- 
son, Kathy Bates and Dermot Mul- 
ites roney star in Election director Alexander 
=s3 Payne’s satirical comedy about a newly 
retired actuary who embarks on a road trip to 
inject meaning into life following the death of 
his wife and his adoption of an African foster 
child. Based on the novel by Louis Begley. 


(at) Adaptation (CO, FP) Nicolas Cage, 
Meryl Streep and Chris Cooper star 
ita in Being John Malkovich director Spike 
Jonze’s wildly inventive comedy- 
drama about a neurotic Hollywood screen- 
writer facing writer's block and sexual 
frustration as he struggles to adapt Susan 


GARNEAU 


THE QUIET AMERICAN 


~ Nightly @ 7:00 & 9:00 pm 
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Nightly @ 6:50 & 9:30 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinee 2:00 pm 
14A¢ (violent and disturbing scenes) 


Orlean’s book The Orchid Thief into a film, 
to the point where he decides to write him- 
self into his own script. Screenplay by Char- 
lie and Donald Kaufman. 


ra) Bowling for Columbine (CO) 
Roger and Me writer/director Michael 
PICK Moore examines Americans’ love 
affair with firearms and probes the 

roots of the United States’ astronomical 
gun-murder rate in this satirical documen- 
tary featuring interviews with Charlton Hes- 
ton, Marilyn Manson and Matt Stone. 


O Catch Me If You Can (CO, FP) 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Tom Hanks and 
PICK Christopher Walken star in Minority 
Report director Steven Spielberg's 
breezy comedy/drama, based on the mem- 
oir by Frank Abagnale, jr., whose serial habit 
of impersonating doctors, lawyers and air- 
plane pilots made him the youngest person 
ever to be put on the FBI's most-wanted list. 


O Chicago (CO, FP) Renée Zellweger, 
Catherine Zeta-Jones and Richard 
Pick Gere star in director Rob Marshall's 
flashy film version of the classic Bob 
Fosse stage musical about a pair of publici- 
ty-hungry murderesses manipulating the 
courts and the media in 1930s Chicago. 
Songs by John Kander and Fred Ebb. 


(a) City of God (CO) Alexandre 
Rodrigues, Leandro Firmino da Hora 
Pick and Seu Jorge star in director Fernan- 

2s do Meirelles’s flashily staged, fact- 
based epic about the rise and fall of three 
decades of drug dealers and petty criminals 
in Rio de Janeiro’s Cicade de Deus slum, 
Based on the book by Paulo Lins. In Por- 
tuguese with English subtitles. 


Daredevil (CO, FP) Ben Affleck, Jennifer 
Garner, Michael Clarke Duncan and Colin 
Farrell star in Simon Birch writer/director 
Mark Steven Johnson’s big-screen version of 
the Marvel comic book about a blind attor- 
ney who uses his superhuman sensitivity to 
his surroundings to fight criminals in New 
York's Hell's Kitchen. 


Darkness Falls (CO, FP) Chaney Kley and 
Emma Caulfield star in director Jonathan 
Liebesman’s horror flick about a young 
small-town outcast who helps the little 
brother of his childhood girlfriend battle an 
ancient, supernatural force—the same crea- 
ture that inspired the popular myth of the 
“tooth fairy.” 


Die Another Day (FP) Pierce Brosnan, Halle 
Berry, Rick Yune and Judi Dench star in the 
latest adventure for suave, ladykilling British 
secret agent James Bond, who this time 
teams up with a sexy female American spy to 
battle a facially mutilated North Korean mas- 
ter criminal and a power-mad Brit. Directed 
by Lee Tamahori (Along Came a Spider). 


Final Destination 2 (CO) Ali Larter, A.J. 
Cook and Tony Todd star in director David 
Ellis's sequel to the surprise 2000 hit horror 
movie, in which a group of college students 
cheat death in a spectacular highway acci- 
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dent and must then try to prevent fate from 
catching up to them in order to stay alive. 


O Gangs of New York (CO) Leonar- 
do DiCaprio, Daniel Day-Lewis, 
PICK Cameron Diaz, jim Broadbent and 
Henry Thomas star in Goodfellas 

director Martin Scorsese’s violent historical 
epic, set during the early days of organized 
crime in mid-19th-century New York City, 
about the son of a slain Irish gangleader 
who vows revenge on his father’s murderer. 


Harry Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets (CO) Daniel Radcliffe, Rupert Grint, 
Emma Watson, Kenneth Branagh, Richard 
Harris and Robbie Coltrane star in Harry Pot- 
ter and the Philosopher’s Stone director Chris 
Columbus's big-screen version of the sec- 
ond installment in J.K. Rowling’s best-selling 
series of fantasy novels about good battling 
evil at a school for young wizards. 


The Hours (CO, FP) Nicole Kidman, Meryl 
Streep, Julianne Moore and Ed Harris star in 
Billy Elliot director Stephen Daldry’s adapta- 
tion of Michael Cunningham's novel, which 
interweaves the stories of three women 
from different eras, all of whom have a 
close connection with Virginia Woolf's 
novel Mrs. Dalloway. 


How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days (CO, FP) 
Kate Hudson, Matthew McConaughey and 
Adam Goldberg star in Miss Congeniality 
director Donald Petrie’s romantic comedy 
about a ladies’ man who bets his buddies 
he can stay in a relationship for longer than 
10 days, unaware that his new girlfriend has 
bet her friends that she can drive a man 
away in no time flat. 


The Jungle Book 2 (CO, FP) The voices of 
John Goodman and Haley Joel Osment are 
featured in this animated sequel to the 1967 
Disney cartoon version of Rudyard Kipling’s 
novel about the jungle boy Mowgli and his 
fun-loving friend Baloo the bear. 


Just Married (CO) Ashton Kutcher and 
Brittany Murphy star in Big Fat Liar director 
Shawn Levy’s romantic comedy about two 
newlyweds—a working-class traffic reporter 
and a young woman whose upper crust 
parents disapprove of her new husband— 
struggling through a disastrous honey- 
moon in Venice. 


Kangaroo Jack (CO, FP) Jerry O'Connell, 
Anthony Anderson, Estella Warren and 
Christopher Walken star in Coyote Ugly direc- 
tor David McNally’s slapstick comedy about 
two friends who bungle an assignment to 
deliver $100,000 in Mob money to Australia 
when the loot is stolen by a wild kangaroo. 


a) The Lord of the Rings: The Two 
Towers (CO, FP) Elijah Wood, lan 
Pick McKellen, Viggo Mortensen, Sean 
28 Astin, Christopher Lee and Andy 

Serkis star in the much-anticipated second 
installment of director Peter Jackson’s epic 
film adaptation of ).R.R. Tolkien's trilogy of 
fantasy novels about a quest to destroy an 
all-powerful ring. 
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from benhin s dream ro 
Ovar's Suara moving comedy/drama 
about the unlikely friendship that develops 
between a journalist in love with a come- 
tose bullfighter and a male nurse in love 
with a comatose dancer. In Spanish with 
English subtitles. 


ral) 25th Hour (CO) Edward Norton 
Philip Seymour Hoffman, Barry Pep- 
PICK per and Rosario Dawson star in D 

the Right Thing director Spike Lee's 
drama about a convicted New York dr 
dealer reconnecting with his father, his air- 
friend and a pair of old friends on his \asi 
day of freedom before a seven-year prison 
sentence. Screenplay by David Benioff, 
based on his novel. 


Two Weeks Notice (CO, FP) Sandra Bul- 
lock and Hugh Grant star in writer/director 
Marc Lawrence's romantic comedy about a 
self-absorbed attorney who only realize 
how much he depends upon his over- 
worked, unappreciated assistant when she 
announces she’s quitting and gives him 14 
days to find a replacement. 


CO: Cineplex Odeon, 444-5463 
EFS: Edmonton Film Society, 439-5285 
FP: Famous Players 
GA: Garneau Theatre, 433-0728 
L: Leduc Cinema, 986-2728 
M: Metro Cinema, 425-9212 
P: Princess Theatre, 433-0725 


(at) The Pianist (CO, GA) Adrien Brody 
and Thomas Kretschmann star in China- 
Pick town director Roman Polanski’s intimate 

Holocaust drama, based on the true 
story of Polish musician Wladyslaw Szpilman, 
his experiences with his family in the Warsaw 
Ghetto and the series of narrow escapes and 
unexpected offers of aid that helped him avoid 
death at the hands of the Nazis. 


O The Quiet American (P) Michael 
Caine, Brendan Fraser and Do Hai 
PICK Yen star in Rabbit-Proof Fence director 
Phillip Noyce’s film version of Gra- 
ham Greene’s novel about a dissolute 
British journalist in 1952 Vietnam and his at 
once friendly and distrustful relationship 
with a likable young American CIA agent. 


The Recruit (CO, FP) Al Pacino, Colin Far- 
rell and Bridget Moynahan star in No Way 
Out director Roger Donaldson’s spy thriller 
about a young CIA recruit who tries to sort 
through a web of double agents and secret 
agendas at the agency’s eank Peary train- 
ing facility, all under the watchful eye of a 
charismatic instructor. 


Shanghal Knights (CO, FP) Jackie Chan, 
Owen Wilson, Donnie Yen and Fann Wong 
star in Clay Pigeons director David Dobkin’s 
sequel to the 2000 action/comedy Shang- 
hai Noon, in which martial-arts expert Chon 
Wang and his ne’er-do-well buddy Roy 
O'Bannon travel to London to track down 
the murderer of Chon’s father. 


ra) Talk to Her (P) Javier Camara, Dario 

Grandinetti, Rosario Flores and 

PICK Leonor Watling star in All About My 
Mother writer/director Pedro Almod- 
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My heart belongs to Satie 


Serge Bennathan 
combines 
movement within 
minimalism in 
The Satie Project 


‘BY JOSEF BRAUN 


hifting elegantly from melan- 
Si to playful to audaciously 
izarre, the solo piano work of 
Erik Satie has always seemed a 
favourite among choreographers. 
But while the “Gymnopédie” and 
“Gnossienne” series in particular 
tend to be used repeatedly, neither 
of them are heard in The Satie Pro- 
ject, a new work by Toronto’s 
Dancemakers premiering this Friday 
as part of the Brian Webb Dance 
Company's Contemporary Dance 
( 47%stival. The show features accompa- 
niment by pianist Eve Egoyan, 
whose wonderfully vivid interpreta- 
tions of Satie’s music featured promi- 
nently in a concert she gave here a 
few years back and are now the focus 
of her latest recording, Hidden Cor- 
ners. Almost like a posthumous dia- 
logue, choreographer Serge 
Bennathan worked closely with 
Egoyan to make The Satie Project 
something different from mere hom- 
age. “I didn’t want to do a piece on 
Satie,” Bennathan says. “I wanted to 
do a piece with Satie.” 


Vue Weekly: What made you want 
to create a work solely devoted to 
exploring Satie’s music? : 
Serge Bennathan: It came 
about through my relationship with 
Eve, whom I admire a lot. I was look- 
ing for a platform on which we 
could collaborate, and when she told 
me she was including Satie in her 
repertoire, | jumped on it and said, 
“Okay, that’s a great platform!” And 
we did it. So it started because of this 
relationship between two artists, and 
that’s a great point of departure. 
VW: In his notes for Egoyan’s 
recording, Robert Orledge notes how 
Satie’s music “shows constant renew- 
al within an apparently limited tex- 


tural range.” So I’m curious if your 
approach mirrors this aesthetic. 

SB: Well, once Eve and | estab- 
lished a bone structure for the proj- 
ect, these 21 pieces, I had to find my 
own approach. For one year I 
researched Satie—in particular his 
correspondence. And discovering 
Satie made me paint and write and 
think a lot so that by the end of it, I 
created most of the piece in silence. I 
felt that over this time I got the seeds 
of what Satie was for me personally. 

VW: Were you very concerned 
with making The Satie Project feel 
cohesive? Are Satie’s abundant 
eccentricities—not to mention the 


‘Jimmy opens a door 


Dreamlike one- 
woman show gives 
Marie Brassard’s 
creative career a 
second start 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


Wh ffiteel like I've beaten a dragon,” 
~ says actor/playwright Marie 
Brassard, whose mysteriously 
beautiful, utterly unclassifiable one- 
woman show Jimmy, créature de 
réve arrives in Edmonton this week- 
end for the final leg of Workshop 
West’s Kaboom! theatre festival. 
Jimmy is the first show Brassard has 
conceived by herself after spending 
more than a decade collaborating 
with Quebec theatre giant Robert 
Lepage on such legendary shows as 
Le Polygraphe and The Seven Streams 
, of the River Ota. “For years,” she says, 
Thad been dreaming of doing my 
own work, but I was terrorized. It’s a 
very scary thing to do; over the years 
of working with Robert I could be as 
creative as 1 wanted to be, but I was 
always protected by him in a certain 
way. But this time, | had some ideas 


and feelings and experiences I want- 
ed to explore and I knew that they 
were not the kind of experiences 
that you do with other people.” 
Indeed, Jimmy takes place in the 
most private world imaginable—the 
world of dreams. Brassard plays the 
title character, a homosexual hair- 
dresser who comes into being within 
an erotic dream of a general in the 
U.S. army on the eve of his departure 
for the Korean War. However, just as 
Jimmy is about to realize his heart's 
desire and kiss a beautiful man, the 


THEATRE 


general dies, leaving Jimmy in limbo, 
perpetually on the verge of achieving 
total erotic satisfaction, until SO years 
later when a Montreal actress begins 
dreaming about him. Sadly, the 
actress’ dreams-are nowhere near as 
romantic as the general’s and Jimmy 
finds himself undergoing a series of 
bizarre and upsetting transforma- 
tions at the hands of this new dream- 
er’s turbulent subconscious. 

Okay, the premise is a little 
weird, but Brassard says the story is 
perfectly linear—or at least, as linear 
as a dream. (And beside, when a 


brevity of each piece—an obstacle 
to cohesion? 

SB: Not really. When you listen 
to Satie’s music, it’s a pure gem of 
poetry. I think you'll find the pieces 
we're using so beautiful; when they 
are cocky they are cocky—but they 
are fantastically cocky! So it’s all 
about poetry. Regarding dance, I 
always say, “There is nothing to 
understand and everything to feel.” 

VW: There's such an emotional 
richness to Satie’s music, yet it’s so 
free of overt thematic associations. 
It seems like you could play one of 
these pieces over almost anything: 

SB: Yes, and the physicality in 
The Satie Project came out of my 
research, not just listening to the 
music. When the elements finally 
came together, it was so interesting 
to see the contrast of my physical 
discoveries with his music. You 
know, after his death, when they 
went into Satie’s apartment, they 
discovered this big mess. You think, 
how could someone who lived in 
such a mess write such pure music? 
But they also found this little box 
full of white, pristine music sheets. It 
was so curious to find these immacu- 
late papers in an apartment of total 
chaos. | think the work is about that. 

VW: Since he was allegedly not 
fond of choreographers, what do you 
think Satie would make of the work? 

SB: This is very important. Satie 
was not fond of most choreographers, 
but in his letters, I realized that what 


play includes Nazareth’s recording 
of “Love Hurts” on its soundtrack, 
how weird can it really be?) “I knew 
I wanted to do something about 
dreams,” she says, “but most of the 
time when you see dreams in 
movies and plays and stories, you 
get the dreamer talking about his 
dream. I decided to do it the other 
way around and have the dream 
creature talk about his experiences 
as the pure product of other people, 
of the dreamer.” 


THE PRESS MATERIAL for the show 
describes it as a celebration of the 
“joy of the creative process.” When I 
remark to Brassard that for most 
playwrights, creating plays consists 
of nothing but agony, she laughs. 
“Well, it is agony,” she says. “It's 
always very stressful. And here, I was 
totally alone as I worked on this 
show. It was a big challenge I gave 
myself, to see what would come out 
of me just by myself. I had no 
observers. And I write more like an 
actress than a playwright—I’m not 
sitting in front of a desk. I was basi- 
cally alone in a room with a machine 
that could alter my voice and make it 
sound like a man or a woman. Basi- 
cally, 1 was living like a crazy person, 


Satie didn’t like was for choreogra- 
phers to only mime his music. That’s 
why he loved collaborating with 
Picasso and Cocteau and these peo- 
ple, because they stood in front of 
him, bringing their own ideas. So our 
goal was not to simply be inspired by 
Satie, but to bring something new to 
his music. Every component should 


Ab-fab lab 


bring a new layer. So I hope he would 
be very excited by this. O 
THE SATIE PROJECT 
Choreographed by Serge Bennathan + 
Piano by Eve Egoyan ° Performed by 
Dancemakers * John L. Haar Theatre 
(10045-156 St) © Fri-Sat, Feb 20-2) 
(8pm) * 497-4416 


A dance lab—the phrase conjures up unsettling images of ballerinas hooked 
up to electrodes while white-coated technicians monitor their heart rates and 
their alpha waves. But in fact, the Mile Zero Dance troupe’s 2nd Annual 
Dance Lab Open Forum is a much more benign affair—and a uniquely 
interactive sidebar event to the mainstage shows coming to town for the Brian 
Webb Dance Company’s Contemporary Dance Festival. 

Whereas shows like The Satie Project and the upcoming Luna and Scénes 
d’interieur will be performed in dressy settings like the John L. Haar Theatre 
and the Timms Centre at the U of A, the Dance Lab will invite audiences into 


. the informal Integration studio space at 10565-114 St (north of Oliver Square) 


on February 26 and March 5 to see new dance works in progress by Mile Zero 
artistic director Bobbie Todd and MZ resident artist Gerry Morita. “The lab 
audience acts as a test trial for the dance product in its very earliest stages,” 
says the company’s mandate, “Both [choreographers] are interested in creat- 
ing a dialogue with the audience through their work, and the Dance Lab is 
designed to encourage such a rapport with the public.” 

In other words, the act of observing the dancer's experiment changes it. 
Maybe the Dance Lab has something in common with white-coated science 
after all—you couldn't ask for a better illustration of the Uncertainty Principle 
Werner Heisenberg would be pleased. —PauL MatwycHuk 


talking to myself and speaking in dif- 
ferent voices—I would sometimes 
stand there in the rehearsal hall after 
two hours and just think, ‘What am I 
doing here?’” 

All that self-doubt disappeared, 
however, once Brassard got the show 
in front of an audience. Since its 
debut in 2001, Brassard has per- 
formed Jimmy (both English and 
French versions) everywhere from 
Paris to Munich to Stockholm, and 
she has begun work on a new play, La 
noirceur (Darkness). “It’s been a lovely 
experience,” she says. “The great 
thing about it was that I always 
thought my fear [of doing a solo proj- 
ect] would persist after this show and 
that it would be the same, very diffi- 
cult decision to do another one after 
it. And that wasn’t the case—I mean, 
I’m still in a panic over the content of 
the new show and all that, but I did- 
n’t have any fear about making the 
initial decision to do it. It’s very excit- 
ing—it’s like a second start.” © 

JIMMY, CREATURE DE REVE 
Written, directed and performed by 
Marie Brassard * La Cité francophone 
(8627-91 St) © Thu-Fri, Feb 20-21 

(8pm) in English; Sat, Feb 22 (8pm) 

in French © 477-5955/420-1757 
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Marie Bras 


instein’s Gi 
inst Gift 

PAUL MATWYCHUK 
[: Hollywood biopics,” pro- 

claims playwright Vern 
jessen. “The Glenn Miller Story, The 
‘ene Krupa Story, The Jolson Story—I 
e that stuff. In a way, you could 
fy this play is my attempt to make 
fie Gene Krupa Story.” 

Thiessen is referring to Einstein's 
¥ft, which is probably a much more 
pmmercial title than The Fritz Haber 
ory. Haber (played by Michael 
pencer-Davis) may not have any hit 
cords to his credit like Jolson or 
iller, but he did win the Nobel Prize 
br chemistry in 1918 for developing 
process of fixating nitrogen from 
e air—a discovery that paved the 
ay for the hydro- 
enation of coal, 
e production of 
itric acid and 
proved soil fertilization. I learned 
| that from looking up the official 
lobel Prize website and reading their 
ography of Haber, which is full of 
ii sorts of interesting scientific infor- 
hation but glosses over the sensa- 
onal fact that while Haber was 
garded as a national hero in Ger- 
han when he won the Nobel, he was 
dely regarded as a war criminal in 
e rest of the world because of his 
ecision to help the German War 
Mifice during World War I figure out 
way to poison enemy troops with 

lorine gas. 

"The world viewed him,” 
iessen says, “in much the same 
fay that the American film industry 
liews people like Elia Kazan who 
tified at the McCarthy hearings. 
did good in his life, but he did 
he thing that was pretty abhorrent 
hd which nobody could forgive.” 
ind as if that weren't enough guilt 
r One person to have on his con- 
jence, Haber (who was Jewish, 
en though he expediently con- 
erted to Christianity early on in 
© in order to further his career) 
created the pesticide Zyklon-B, 

| ich the Nazis wound up employ- 

i§ in the death chambers of the 

centration camps. 

Thiessen first heard Haber’s story 

a bar one night from a biochemist 

end, and even with a few drinks in 

m, Thiessen saw the potential for a 

“y—and not a small one, either. “I 

Out to write a big play,” he says. 

‘g in themes, cast size, sweep— 


used to be absolutely hooked 


«i | don’t think I’d ever really set * 


ut seriously to write a big play 
ore.” His research took him to the 
te Haber Archives in Berlin, where 

Spent two weeks rummaging 
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ern Thiessen tells 
e astonishing true 
tory of a forgotten 
Serman chemist in 


through Haber’s letters and papers. It 
was there, Thiessen says, looking 
through Haber’s correspondence 
with Albert Einstein (much of it on 
postcards with nothing but mathe- 
matical and chemical formulas 
scrawled upon them), that he really 
“found” the play. 


“THE THING THAT MADE things 
click for me,” he says, “was a letter 
from Einstein to Haber’s family after 
his death in 1934. It’s an absolutely 
extraordinary one-page, handwritten 
letter, and there are three things he 
says in it [that struck me]. First, he 
said, ‘Although I never spent a lot of 
time with Haber, he was one of my 
best friends and it was always a gift 
to spend an hour with him.’ Then he 
goes on to describe 
Haber as ‘the most 
generous, multifac- 
eted friend’ he ever 
had, and he describes a meeting 
between the two of them on the 
Unter den Linden in East Berlin and 
quotes a piece of dialogue between 
the two of them, where Einstein says 
something like, ‘It’s so great that I get 
a chance to spend time with the 
great Haber,’ and Haber says, ‘Yeah, 
well, you never really did care about 
good society, did you?’ So there’s 
obviously a repartee between the two 
of them. And then the third thing, 
which really stuck with me, was 
where Einstein told Haber’s family 
that Haber’s story is ‘the story of the 
German Jew: a story of unrequited 
love.’ And I just thought, in 1934, to 
make such an extraordinarily pre- 
scient statement... | mean, no won- 
der the guy was brilliant! Like many 
Jews, including Einstein, Haber just 
gave everything for his country—and 
then was told, you know, ‘You're not 
good enough. Get out of here."” 

For a play about the moral quan- 
daries of an obscure German 
chemist, Finstein’s Gift is a pretty live- 
ly two hours of theatre. (“The play 
has 31 scenes,” Thiessen says, “so it 
moves extremely fast. And it’s very 
entertaining! You've got a swordfight 
in Act One, two romances, lots of 
fun costumes, scenes at the front, 
Nazis—I mean, what else do you 
want?”) At the same time, Thiessen 
recognizes the fact that putting on 
an untested commodity like Einstein’s 
Gift represents a substantial risk for a 
huge house like the Citadel. Indeed, 
Einstein is only the fourth new main- 
stage play (not counting TYA shows 
like Marty Chan’s Sword in the Stone) 
that the Citadel has mounted since 


Raymond Storey’s South of China in - 


1997. And the three others—Conni 
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Vern Thiessen 


Massing’s The Aberhart Summer and 
Tom Wood's A Christmas Carol and 
Servant of Two Masters—were adapta- 
tions or updates of well-known, pre- 
existing material. 

“You look at a play like Einstein's 
Gift,” Thiessen says, “and you go, 
‘Wow: an unknown title, an unfamil- 
iar story—not like The Aberhart Sum- 
mer, for example—and it costs a lot 
of money with a great risk of not 
making back your return...: So, no, 
new work doesn’t happen all that 
often at the Citadel. But we are get- 
ting to the point where the Citadel is 
starting to design a process by which 
writers can find their way to the 
mainstage in a healthy manner. And 
that is a long process. I do want to 
very publicly say that {Citadel artistic 
director] Bob Baker has been incredi- 
bly supportive of this project, but 
he’s also been very challenging—in a 


good way. Every year since | [became 
Citadel artistic associate], | would go 
to him and say, ‘Why don’t you do 
my play?’ And he'd say, ‘I think it’s a 
great play, but I think there's some- 
thing missing.’ He never said, ‘Bring 
it back to me and we'll do it’; he just 
said it wasn’t ready. And he was 
right. In his way, he’s a very good 
dramaturg and he really knows what 
is going to work onstage.” 


THE SAME COULD BE SAID for 
director David Storch and set design- 
er Bretta Gerecke, who previously 
collaborated on last season's striking- 
ly visualized production of The Beau- 
ty Queen of Leenane in the Rice 
Theatre. “Absolutely fearless” is how 
Thiessen describes Gerecke, who has 
been involved with Einstein's Gift 
since some of the earliest phases of 
Thiessen’s script and whose ideas of 


Bitter living 
hrough chemistry 


a 
o 
> 
© 
(=) 
. 
< 
= 
a 


how to stage the show seem to have 


gotten progressively f adical with 
each new draft he wrote. “You have 
never seen the Maclab looking this 


way before,” Thiessen says before 
showing me the theatre, and he was- 
n’t exaggerating. Much of the stage 
has been replaced by metal grille- 
work covered with white Plexiglas 
through which light can shine from 
underneath, and most of the furni- 
ture and several assorted props—a 
chair, a typewriter, a row of silvery 
trees—are now suspended high in 
the flies from guy wires, ready to 
descend at the appropriate moment 
in the action. None of the mechanics 
behind the show are concealed; the 
effect would seem Brechtian if it 
weren't for the airy, luminous quali- 
ty—the very antithesis of heavy, 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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Like many Jews, including 
Einstein, Haber just gave 
everything for his country—and 
then was told, ‘You're not good 
enough. Get out of here.’ 


Pieter De Vos 


Einstein's Gift 
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grimy, “German-ness’—that Gerecke 
brings to all of her designs. 

“David and Bretta have taken this 
play to a place I never thought they 
would take it,” says Thiessen, “by 
which I mean it’s highly theatrical 
and not naturalistic at all. I think 
when people read the script, they 
think, ‘Hmm. This would be good on 
a Shaw stage with, you know, lots of 
turntables and naturalistic desks fly- 
ing in.’ But no. David and Bretta will 


go, ‘Let’s put a live musician 
onstage!’ And so you've got Paul 
Morgan Donald not only acting in 
the show but playing music as well. 
And then they go, ‘Let's get the other 
actors playing musical instruments 
and singing during the show as well. 
Or have them come in and be other 
people.’ They’ve just filled the stage 
with the life of the play in a way that 
I hadn’t necessarily written it, but 
was there between the lines.” 


STORCH, OF COURSE, played Ein- 
stein himself at the Citadel back in 
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1999 in Steve Martin’s Picasso at the 
Lapin Agile, in a performance that 
recalled Charlie Chaplin more than 
the Einstein familiar to us through 
newsreels and photographs. James 
MacDonald plays the role in Ein- 
stein’s Gift, and Thiessen says the 
play’s approach to the characters is, 
in many ways, just as idiosyncratic. 
“You have to be very careful,” 
Thiessen says. “He’s an icon. You 


can’t screw around with Einstein. | 


This is why I did no research on him 
whatsoever.” He laughs. “I figured 
the only way I could get away with it 
was to make him a little larger than 
even the myth. And of course, David 
has reinforced this by casting a 6’2” 
Scotsman in the role. Basically, James 
has to walk onstage and say, ‘I’m Ein- 
stein. Take it or leave it.’ So my hope 
is that people will immediately real- 
ize, ‘Okay, this is not the Einstein I 
know’ and they'll go with it.” 

But when it came to Haber, 
Thiessen says it was surprisingly easy 
to make the play historically accurate. 
Nearly everything in the play, from 
the most astonishing turns of the 
plot (like Haber’s nearly mythologi- 
cal-sounding quest to develop a 
process for extracting gold from sea- 
water) to Haber’s meet-cute scene 
with his second wife Lotta at the 
hatcheck stand of a nightclub (“I lay 
this umbrella at your heart and 
myself at your feet,” he tells her, to 
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Chomping at the bits 


Biting the Butterhorn * Varscona The- 
atre * Feb 20-Mar 8 ¢ preVUE Since“ 
making his playwriting debut in August 
of 1982 with All These Heels (a Fringe 
comedy he co-wrote with Phil Zyp), 
Stewart Lemoine has authored around 
50 plays—and that’s not even counting a 
daunting pile of one-off sketches, special 
material and repartee-filled Q&A “inter- 
views” for Aieeeee!, the official Teatro la 


| Quindicina newsletter. In the process, 


Lemoine has given Edmonton theatrego- 
ers the most painless education imagina- 
ble in classic opera and 19th-century 
literature, written not one but two plays 
about two different infantas of Portugal 
and penned some of the liveliest stage 
directions of the last SO years. (Frequent 
Lemoine actor and Butterhom cast mem- 
ber Jeff Haslam’s personal favourite is 
mine as well: “Eros enters uproariously,” 
from last season’s Eros and the Itchy Ant.) 
The new Teatro revue Biting the But- 
terhorn (which also stars Davina Stewart 
and Jocelyn Ahlf) is a collection of some 
of the best moments from the last 20 1/2 
years of Lemoinian theatre, featuring 
well-known bits from such plays as Cock- 
tails at Pam’s and The Hothouse Prince as 
well as scenes and excerpts that, if 
Lemoine were a rock musician, would be 
called “rarities and B-sides.” They'll be 
reading some of his stage directions, too. 
“There’s no narration,” Lemoine 
says. “We didn’t want to do that kind of 
Side by Side by Sondheim thing, you 
know, where they keep telling you why 


| everything they're doing is so great. At 


which she responds, “Hmm, I'd pre- | 


fer it the other way around”), turns 
out to have its basis in fact. “The inci- 
dents are, I would say, at least 75 per 


cent factual,” Thiessen says. “It was | 
easy, though, to remain historically | 


accurate because it’s such a great story. 
| laid out the incidents of Haber’s life 
and went, ‘Well, that’s a play!’ I really 
didn’t have to fudge much of it.” 

He didn’t feel the need to fudge 
any facts? God, doesn’t he know 
he'll never be allowed to write a Hol- 
lywood biopic with that attitude? © 


EINSTEIN'S GIFT 

Directed by David Storch * Written by 
Vern Thiessen * Starring Michael 
Spencer-Davis, James MacDonald and 
Stephanie Wolfe * Maclab Theatre, 
The Citadel ¢ Feb 22-Mar 16 
(opening night: Feb 27) * 425-1820 
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the same time, | think it’s good, if you're 
going to write this much, to kind of stop 
and look at everything you did—to see 
what you've done before and haven't 
done for a while, or what you've done a 
lot of...” He laughs. “...and maybe 
should let go of.” 

Jeff Haslam’s presence is one of the 
things Lemoine has been smart to hold 
onto. Haslam has done about 30 
Lemoine shows, by his estimation, since 
1986, when he appeared in a short play 
called Chicks Akimbo, which Lemoine 
wrote for an AIDS fundraiser. (“I played a 
Life photographer,” Haslam recalls. “I 
had to race stylishly from the stage chas- 
ing Davina as | photographed her. | 
tripped over Leona Brausen and fell onto 
the Kaasa Theatre steps. The entire the- 
atre community of the day was in atten- 
dance; happily, only about nine of them 
still live here.”) It was that same summer 
that Haslam saw Lemoine’s Ibsen spoof 
The Vile Govemess and Other Psychodra- 
mas and knew he'd found a kindred spir- 
it. “| wasn’t from here,” he says, “and 
after | finished my B.F.A. | really wasn’t 
convinced | was going to remain. When 
| saw this play and later Cocktails at Pam’s 
at the Fringe, | knew | had to live here 
and work with him and Teatro.” 

The selections in Biting the Butterhom 
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ration and Inspiration—an organiza, 
method that Lemoine cheerfully aq 
was fairly arbitrary. Indeed, one ,; , 
striking things about talking to & 
about his work is his reluctance t, di 
cuss them in terms of grand, abst;, 
themes—he always talks about his ,) 
in terms of stories, characters, sityatig 
and plots that need to be « arefull 
worked out rather than overar; vin 
ideas he wants to express. Of conn 
anyone who's seen Pith! or The Hothoy 
Prince or Fever-Land knows that plenty 
potent themes have crept into Lemoin, 
writing all the same. “I think the {ip 
speech of All Ears was the first time | « 
that quality of really stunningly viy 
irony that makes me just choke rial 
up,” says Haslam. “You see it in many 
his later plays and it’s always so dee 
moving because, as with his most hilay 
ous comedy, you never see it coming,” 
Lemoine himself points to his 198 
play The Glittering Heart as the play wha 
his interest in exploring more comp| 
emotional territory really started t 
become apparent. “Leona Brausen play 
a courtesan,” he says, “a sort of agin 
Venetian grande dame, and toward t 
end of the play she talks about living 
Venice and how it’s a beautiful city, but 
you look down in the water, you s¢ 
another beautiful city that’s a reflection 
the first one. In some ways, it’s more bea 
tiful. And she says that she’s a little bit : 
| 


because she can’t ever go to that one 
something that | didn’t plan on being: 
big thematic key, but which probably fi 
ters through my other works—things thi 
are beautiful, but pretend.” 


Heavy floe day 


Lulie the Iceberg * Kaasa Theatr 
(jubilee Auditorium) ¢ To Feb 23) 
reVUE Lulie the Iceberg features not on) 
one of the most unusual protagonists 4 
any play to appear in Edmonton tii 
season (a talking iceberg, if you cal 
believe it) but one of the most distin 
guished playwriting pedigrees as we 
(it’s based on a story by Her Imperis 
Highness Princess Takamado of Japan) 
Unfortunately, Lulie turns out to be: 
thoroughly formulaic kids’ play, "0" 
the good-hearted hero who yearns '0 
adventure to the generic assortment ¢ 
talking animals that he befriends durin 
his quest for knowledge to the forge 
table songs to the tacked-on envin 
mental message in the closing numb* 

The show makes extensive us¢ ‘ 
video projections (all the action take 
place in front of a large screen appare” 
ly modelled after the Guardian of Forevt 
from the “City on the Edge of Fore" 
episode of Star Trek), and there are 
couple of neat effects in which the acto 
seem to emerge onstage as 3-D versio! 
of the images onscreen. But the s" 
never finds a coherent visual or theat'" 
style. It’s just a jumble of shadow PY 
pets, video animation, Asian mytholot 
and pants-dropping Occidental slaps" 
none of it, I'm afraid, very magical. 
show seems even more disappoi'" 
following Fringe Theatre Advent" 
previous presentation, the Old 1 
Puppet Workshop's The Tooth Fairy © 
even without that wonderful sho’ 
compare it to, | fear Lulie the Icebe 
would still leave me cold. ® 
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AGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


nce in a While we meet someone 
Wwho comes from a different cul- 
hure or another place, someone 
ose education is dissimilar from 
s, but who, within minutes of 
versation, we recognize as shar- 
a common bond. As I sat at Bar- 
, Hartmann’s kitchen table 
ing to her and Raffaella Mon- 
nurro talk about their lives, work 
art, | sensed that these two very 


ferent women share such a 
nd—and this common spirit 
nes through in the bright, 
ourful paintings and assemblages 
y currently display as featured 
sts in Front Gallery Artists. 
lam a first-generation Italian,” 
Montemurro. “I always drew and 
inted. I used my father’s cheese 
er to grate wax crayons into mud 
$ and put them 

he oven for 

pasto. He used 

go nuts!” But 

pite the mess and the irritation, 
ntemurro’s parents bought her a 
¥ grater and a stack of wax crayons 
boot. “I was indulged,” she says 
pride. Her parents ran out of 
lence with Montemurro's creative 
ieavours only once, when she 
de a stage production of a wed- 
§ out of her mother’s curtains. 
wasn’t just mad,” says the artist. 
was really mad.” 


INTEMURRO IS NOW middle- 
but she still makes assemblages 
of curtains and other significant 
around her. Her recent works, 
Stance, incorporate a gloriously 
Sent curtain a friend of hers 
in a Fringe production and gave 
as a Christmas present. Gold ear- 
, buttons and all kinds of well- 
*( treasures are embedded in 
itemurro’s work, including some 
Ty beads given to her many years 
by a Greek lover. It is these 
cts that give her art the same 


wane fh vt Meat 
19 but Grimm 
yann 


intimate feeling that I experienced as 
a child rummaging through my 
mother’s jewelry drawer. 

Hartmann, too, collects objects. 
Her house is filled to the brim with 
fascinating trinkets that may not 
exude wealth or opulence but seem 
to hold the secret to intimate stories. 
Hers is an adult home with a child’s 
magical spirit. In fact, it seems as if it 
were a large-scale extension of her 
fairytale-like assemblages. “From the 
time I was little,” Hartmann says, “I 
would make little still lives out of 
things and imagine stories that went 
with the still lives.” (Montemurro 
nods enthusiastically. “Me too,” she 
says.) “I never expected to be an 
artist,” Hartmann continues. “When 
1 was in high school, my confidence 
in doing art was pretty low.” Her 


academic career took many twists 
and turns—in fact, she never com- 
pleted her fine arts degree. Now, 
though, after a distinguished career 
as an illustrator of children’s books, 
Hartmann can laugh at her inauspi- 
cious beginnings. 

“I grew up reading fairytales,” 
she says. “I had a couple of fairytale 
books that were my father’s and I 

just loved them. I 
still love them.... 
You take some per- 
son who is ona 
path and by the end of the story 
they have realized their potential. 
They have gone through hardships, 
but they have overcome them. Peo- 
ple and animals in my paintings are 
always on a journey. It doesn’t mat- 
ter where they're going, it’s where 
they are at that point and how they 
are enjoying life that matters. When 
I look at my paintings, I see some- 
one who is sharing themselves and 
taking pleasure in the moment. 
Maybe that’s what a child does.” 

But it's something deeper than 
just the brilliant colours and mythi- 
cal imagery that unite these artists. 
Perhaps it’s the stories that they 
weave through their work; not 
epics, but intimate moments that 
appear like fragments of a fairytale 
whose ending we don’t yet know. © 


FRONT GALLERY ARTISTS 
Featuring Barbara Hartmann and 
Raffaella Montemurro ® Front Gallery 
(12312 Jasper Ave) * To Feb 22 
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Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail 
them to listings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline is 
Friday at 3pm. 


CAPOEIRA ACADEMY 6807-104 St (709- 
3500) * Roda de Capoeira * Every Sat (2pm) 
* Free performance 


CARMEN Jubilee Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave 
(420-1757/451-8000) * Alberta Ballet and 
the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra present 
choreographer Jean Grand-Maitre’s adapta- 
tion of the classic story by Prosper Merimée 
With Sioseaniapher Rudi van Dantzig’s Four 
Last Songs * Feb. 21-22, 8pm * 50% off tick- 
ets available at TIX on the Square 


CONTEMPORARY DANCE FESTIVAL 497- 
4416 * The Brian Webb Dance Company 
presents a series of provocative new dance 
pieces * The Satie Project: Choreographed by 
Serge Benathan, featuring the music of Erik 
Satie performed by pianist Eve Egoyan. John 
L. Haar Theatre (10045-156 St); feb. 21, 22 
(8pm) * Dance Lab Open Forum: Hosted by 
Brian Webb. Mile Zero Dance presents new 
works in progress by Bobbie Todd and Gerry 
Morita. Integration (10565-114 St); Feb. 26, 
Mar. 5 (8:30pm) * $8 * Tickets at TIX on the 
Square * Luna: The O Vertigo dance troupe 

forms choreographer Ginette Laurin’s ath- 
etic, exciting new piece. Timms Centre for 
the Arts (U of A); Feb. 28, Mar. 1 (8pm) « 
Scénes d’interieur: A new piece by choreogra- 
pher Sylvain Emard incorporating video inter- 
views with dance. John L. Haar Theatre 
(10045-156 St); Mar. 7, 8 (8pm) * $54 (festi- 
val pass)/$20/$15 (student/senior) © Tickets 
at TIX on the Square 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY See 
What's Happening Downtown 


ART BEAT GALLERY 8 Mission Ave, St. 
Albert (459-3679) * Open Mon-Wed, Fri 
Weeuis Thu 10am-9pm; Sat 10am-Spm; 
Sun, hols noon-4pm ® THE SWCA SPRING 
SHOW; Paintings by artists from the Society 
of Western Canadian Artists * Feb. 22-Mar. 9 
* Opening reception Sat, Feb. 22 (1-Spm), 
with artists in attendance 


BUZZY’S Lower level, 10416-82 Ave (437- 
3707) © Artworks by Sirkka Kadatz © 
Opening reception Sat, Mar. 1 (1-4pm) 


CENTRE D‘ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 
20, 8627-91 St (461-3427) * Group show * 
Until Mar. 5 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 
9621-82 Ave (439-8210) * Open Mon-Fri 
11am-5Spm; Sat by appointment * CALM 
PASSAGE; Oil paintings on the theme of 
transition 


CYBERTOPIA INTERNET CAFE 11607 

Jasper Ave * WOMEN’S TEARS, WOMEN’S 
RS: Expressionist paintings by Patricia 

Laing * Until Mar. 1 

EDMONTON ART GALLERY See What's 

Happening Downtown 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 Stony 
Plain Rd (482-1402) * Open Tue-Fri 10am- 
Spm; Sat 10am-4pm. FELT INSPIRED: Felted 
woo! landscapes by Myrna Harris * Until 
Mar. 1 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd FI 
University Extension Centre, 8303-112 St 
(492-3034) « Open Mon-Thu 8:30am-8pm, 
Fri, 8:30am-4:30pm, Sat Jam-noon * 
ANOTHER MORNING OH THE EDGE OF THE 
VOLLEYBALL PIT: Artworks by Bryan 


| Westerman. A presentation for the Certificate 


of Fine Arts ® Feb. 24-Mar. S * Opening 
reception Sat, Feb. 22 (2-Spm), with artist in 
attendance 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) * 
Open Mon-Wed, Sat 10am-6pm; Thu-Fri 
10am-9pm; Sun 12-Spm * Eskimo soapstone 
carvings by T. aa fest Coast Indian and 
Eskimo jewellery by D. Dennis * Until Feb. 28 


FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave 
(432-0240) * Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-6pm * 
SPOT ON: Paintings and sculptures by the 
Paint Spot staff * Until Feb. 28 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave (488- 
2952) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * Recent 

aintings by Barbara Hartmann and Raffaella 
Mantemurro * Until Feb. 22 


GIORDANO GALLERY See What's 
Happening Downtown 


GRANT MacEWAN COLLEGE Millwoods 
Campus, 7319-29 Ave (485-3053) ORCHID 
MADNESS: The Orchid Society of Alberta 
presents its 26th annual orchid show and 
sale, featuring orchid and cut-flower alps 
orchid art, photography and seminars * Feb. 
21 (noon-8pm), Feb. 22-23 (9am-Spm) * 
$5/$4 (senior)/free (under 12) 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426- 

4180) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12- 
4pm * BIG BAD AND UGLY: Works by Daniel 
Erban. Until Mar. 22 * Front Room: EVOLV- 


ING AUTONOMY: Works by Richard Boulet. 
Until Mar. 22 


JEFF ALLEN ART GALLERY Strathcona 
Place, 10831 University Ave (433-5807) « 
ONE FOR THE SHOW: Drawings and paintings 
Ey 0 students of Johanna Wray ® Until 

ar. 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-6171) 
* Open Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm; Sat 9am-Spm 
* Original works by Dave Ripley, Wendy 
Risdale, Jim Brager, Elizabeth Hibbs, Meta 
Ranger, Audrey Pfanmuller, Myrna Wilkinson. 
een bronzes by Ginall Cohoe « Until 

eb. 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St * Open 
Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * 
Watercolours yy lim Painter, oils by Al 
Roberge and Mary Pemberton, prints by Toti 
and pottery by Peggy Heer, Linda Nelson, 
Noburo Kubo * Until Feb, 28 


LATITUDE 53 See What's Happening 
Downtown 


McMULLEN GALLERY University of Alberta 
Hospital, East Entrance, 8440-112 St (407- 
7152) * ROOM FOR MEASURES; Sculptural fur- 
niture by Catherine Burgess, Megan 
Strickfaden, Agnieszka Matejko (in collabora- 
tion with Wes Denison and Adrienne Arlen 
Duffy) * Until Apr. 6 * After Hours: On dis- 
play outside the gallery. Two large-scale 
waterscapes by Leslie Taillefer 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM S St. Anne 
Street, St. Albert, 459-1528 * Open Mon-Sat 
10am-Spm; Sun 1-Spm * THE HANDS OF A 
MASTER @ Until May 3 * THE MASTER SPEAKS: 
Series of presentations featuring a craft and 
an artisan. Every Saturday until Apr. 26. * 
Glass blowing with Jeff Hoomwood; Sat, Feb. 
22 (1pm and 3pm) ® Quilting with a mem- 
ber of St. Albert’s Guild; Sat, Mar. 1 (1pm 
and 3pm) * $2 (suggested donation/person) 


MODERN EYES GALLERY AND GIFT 24 
Perron Street, St. Albert (459-9102) * Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-Spm ® Paintings by Graham 
Flatt, lan Sheldon, Georgia Graha and, 
Lorraine Oberg, sculptures by Roy 
Leadbeater, Delayne Corbett, Fred Ober and 
Maggie Walt * Until Mar. 1 


(MUDDY WATERS CAPPUCCINO BAR 
8211-111 St * Prints by Catherine Kovacs * 
Until Feb. 28 


MULTICULTURAL CENTRE PUBLIC ART 
GALLERY 5411-51 St, Stony Plain * SOUL 
OF THE MOUNTAIN; Paintings by Jerry Heine, 
Yuriko Kitamura, Adeline Rockett, Eileen 
Raucher Sutton, and Pam Wilman * Until 
Mar. 24 © aperna reception Sun, Feb. 23 
(1-4pm), with artists in attendance 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-96A St 
(496-8755) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-6pm; Sat- 
Sun 11am-6pm * ROMANCE IN THE AIR; Until 
Mar. 2 ® Artwork in the Centre Court; 
NATURE'S JEWELS: Watercolours by Laura 
Leeder. Until Mar. 21 * $5.25 (adult)/$4.25 
(senior/youth)/$2.75 (child)/$16 (family) 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 
9702-111 Ave * OUTSIDER ART: Group show 
to celebrate the opening of this new gallery 
formed to provide adults with developmental 
disabilities a place to create and show their 
artworks * Gallery opening celebration, 
including an interactive play in the studio, 
Wed, Feb. 26 (3-7pm), with artists in 
attendance 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 
Perron Street, St. Albert (460-4310) * Open 
Mon-Sat 10-5pm. Thu 10am-8pm * /TCH 
New work by Kellie Kitson and Lisa Murray 
exploring visual memory through painting 
and sculpture * Until Feb. 28 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 
12845-102 Ave (453-9100/453-9100) « 
Open weekdays Jam-9pm, weekends 9am- 
Spm * SYNCRUDE CANADA ABORIGINAL PEO- 
PLES GALLERY: Spans 11,000 years and 500 
generations, feces of the past and present, 
recordings, film, lights, artifacts and more 
Permanent exhibit * TREASURES OF THE 
FARTH Geology collection. Permanent exhibit 
« THE NATURAL HISTORY GALLERY: # BUG 
ROOM: Live invertebrate display. Permanent 
exhibit * THE B/RD GALLERY: Mounted birds. 
Permanent exhibit * THE WILD ALBERTA PRE- 
VIEW GALLERY: Sneak Been at the new 
gallery's layout * BIG THINGS: Large-scale 
sculptures by artists of the North Edmonton 
Sculpture Workshop * Until April * BONE 
DIGGERS; Until Mar. 9 * ANCIENT ROME: 
Until Apr. 21 * A TO Z AT THE MUSEUM: Every 
Sat (9am-1 1am): family-fun drop-in program 
* EVENINGS AT ALICE'S: At the Museum Cafe, 
last Fri evening of each month 


REMEDY 8631-109 St (430-8480) * A 
MUSING; Paintings by Christie Schultz * Until 
Feb. 28 

SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) 
* Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * NOW AND 
THEN: REVISITING THE PRESENT: a iptinspec: 
tive juxtaposing old and new pangs y 
West Coast artist Leslie Poole * Until Feb. 25 
SEGHERS STUDIO GALLERY See What's 
Happening Downtown 


FEBRUARY 20-26, 2003 


SNAP GALLERY see\Whets Happening | 
Downtown 

SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEM, 8882-170 St 
(444-1024) * Work by |. Yardley-Jones and 
Gregg Johnson, acrylics by Jim Vest, pottery 

by Noburo Kubo and Jacqueline Stenberg 


SPECTRUM ART GALLERY AND STUDIO 
See What's Happening Downtown 


ST ALBERT PLACE 5 St. Snne Street, St. 
Albert (460-4310) * AN EVENING EN PLAIN 
AIR: The Arts and Heritage Foundation of St. 
Albert's annual art auction to support Profiles 
Public Art Gallery * Sat, Mar. 1 (7:30pm) * 
$20 © Tickets at Profiles Gallery 


STUDIO 321 See What's Happening 
Downtown 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, 
St. Albert (460-5990) * Open Tue-Fri 10am- 
Spm; Sat 10am-4pm * CONTIGUOUS; Artists’ 
collective gallery presenting urbanscapes, 
turalscapes, portraits and abstracts by local 
artists « Until Feb. 22 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 
10215-112 St (421-1731) * BLOOMS; Botanic 
paintings by Peggy Arnett, Crystal Babcook 
and Margaret Jories * Until Mar. 22 
VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St 
(452-0286) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * 
THE POWER OF TEN: Celebrating the gallery's 
10th anniversary. Paintings and sculptures by 
10 gallery artists * Until Feb. 28 


THE WORKS GALLERY See What's 
Happening Downtown 


LITERARY 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave © Gary 
Geddes (poet); Sat, Feb. 22 (7pm); 
Admission $4 (suggested donation) * Poetic 
meditations with Ruth Anderson Donovan, 
Jocko, Ron Kurt, Ky Perron, Gail Sidonie 
Sobat. Open stage to follow hosted by Andy 
Michaelson; Wed, Feb. 26 (7pm) 


GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE CITY 
CENTRE CAMPUS See What's Happening 
Downtown 


O'BYRNE’S IRISH PUB 10616 Whyte Ave * 
CBC Poetry Face-Off featuring Mary T. 
Macdonald, Nancy Mackenzie, Thomas 
Trofimuk, Audrey Shield and Ben Murray * 
Thu, Feb. 20 (6-8pm) 


SECOND CUP See What's Happening 
Downtown 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY See What's 
Happening Downtown 


LIVE COMEDY 


COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gatewa 
Boulevard (469 4999) * THU 30-FRI 21 
(8:30pm); SAT 22 (8pm and 10:30pm): 
Marty Hanenberg 


FARGO’S 10307-82 Ave (433-4526) * Every 
SUN: Fargo’s Laugh-a-Lot Comedy 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 St (421-1326) 
Every THU (7:30-9:30pm): Comedy improv 
show * $3 


BITING THE BUTTERHORN Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399 #2/420- 
1757) « Jeff Haslam, Davina Stewart and 
sea Ahif star in this collection of play- 
wright Stewart Lemoine's best scenes, mono- 
logues and playlets from the last 20 years of 
Teatro la Quindicina * Feb. 20-Mar. 8 * Tue- 
Sat (8pm); Sat matinees (2pm) * $15/$12 
(student/senior/Equity); Tue evenings and Sat 
matinees: Pay-What-You-Can; Fri, Feb. 21: 
Two for One # Tickets at TIX on the Square 


THE BRITISH ARE COMING AGAIN 
Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 16615-109 Ave 
(483-4051/486-7827) * Will Marks and Joe 
Harris's follow-up to The British Invasion pays 
a tongue-in-cheek tribute to British recording 
artists from the ‘60s to the present # Until 
Feb. 23 


CHARLEY’S AUNT Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 
16615-109 Ave (483-4051, 486-7827) * 
Brandon Thomas's venerable cross-dressing 
comedy, set in the gay ‘90s, about an Oxford 
student who disquises himself as an old maid 
in order to help a pair of his college pals woo 
a pair of ee young women when their 
chaperone fails to appear * Feb. 28-Apr. 20 


CHIMPROVI The New Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave (420-1757/448-0695) * Long- 
form improvisational sketches performed by 
Rapid Fire Theatre’s top improvisers * Every 
Saturday at }ipm 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
® The 12th season of Edmonton's legendary 
live improvised soap opera takes place in the 
community of Ridge Valley Mountain Flats, 
Lemoine County, U.S.A., at the height of the 
Great Depression. Directed by Dana 
Andersen, produced by Stewart Lemoine * 
Every Monday at 8pm 


EINSTEIN'S GIFT See What's Happening 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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By MATT SHORT 


iy ARIES (Mar 20-Apr 19): Distant journeys, higher learning and spirituality are all 
Leas major themes as your planetary ruler, Mars, moves through the sign of Sagittarius. 
Eisk 1 Although cosmic energies have recently been in your favour, challenges with travel 
and heavy responsibilities involving universities and the workplace are indicated for February 
21. Love enhancements and social opportunities could manifest with friends from your job or 
with the signs Taurus and Libra around February 26, making this your vest day for fun and 
leisure activities. Your boss and the signs Capricorn and Aquarius may apply. 


and is currently in 2 harmonious position for your sign. Your career situation may deal 

with foreign themes and long distance travel, or maybe you're just going back to school 
to better your job options. Sexual opportunities are shown on February 21, especially at work and 
with the signs Aries or Scorpio, but use discretion or your personal business might become public 
knowledge. If you were born close to May 12, expect an increase in attractiveness, along with love 
affairs and social opportunities. Look for heavy financial obligations and uncomfortable circum- 
stances involving your boss or father on February 24. A Capricom may be involved. 


TAURUS (Apr 20-May 19): Your planetary ruler, Venus, is moving through Capricom 
\ 
res 


harmoniously through the sign of Aquanus and your 9th house. Long-distance traveling 

with friends is likely, along with meeting new ones on university campuses and near places 
of worship. Secret messages from foreigners, faraway places and the signs Pisces and Sagittarius are 
shown for February 21, along with potential for isolation, artistic studies and contacts with psychic 
knowledge. If you've been having relationship problems, February 26 wouldbe the day to talk it our 
and make a fresh start. Something hidden may soon be revealed. Scorpio and Aries could playa role 


GEMINI (May 20-June 20): Your intellectual abilities will be stimulated as Mercury moves 


Bb] CANCER (June 21-July 22): Numerous opportunities are available for your sign 
this week. When the Moon enters Scorpio on February 21, your sexual desires will 
become greatly elevated, putting you in the mood for love. As you begin to feel 
things more deeply, your willpower should also increase, making important goals more easi- 
ly attainable. Romance, sporting events, situations involving children and leisure activities 
are forecast over the weekend. By February 23, your main focus will change to dietary 
improvements, health concerns and spiritual matters. Extreme emotional fluctuations are 
indicated for February 24, especially involving close relationships and the signs Scorpio, 
Aries and Capricorn. Letting go of old baggage will be your best defense. 


(Gz 


LEO (July 23-Aug 22): Your recent attentiveness to love relationships and business 
matters will immediately change when the Sun moves into the sign of Pisces on 
February 20. You may need more time alone as your focus turns towards inward 
transformation, psychic knowledge and a new curiosity about life after death. Issues involy- 
ing taxes, joint finances and inheritance may cross your path at this time, along with the 
possibility of a secret sexual encounter. An erotic fantasy could even come true! Music, act- 
ing, working behind the scenes and other people’s money are all highlighted. 


S Mercury, moves through airy Aquarius. Unusual circumstances surround the workplace 
as your daily routine goes out the window, but you may meet an exciting new friend 
along this alternate path. Working in isolation, secret health concems and psychic connections to 
pets and co-workers are indicated for February 21. Dietary issues have been a dominant focus lately 
making February 26 a perfect time to instigate better eating habits. Secret information concerning 
your home or a parent may also be revealed. The signs Scorpio and Aries could be involved. 


LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): Your planetary ruler, Venus, is currently moving through 
LN Capricom, but is out of harmony with your sign. Heavy responsibilities and burdens 
2S may temporarily invade your life at home and within your career, Increased sex appeal 
and the unveiling of secret information are forecast for February 21, especially involving Aries or 
Scorpio. Problems involving long trips, in-laws, universities and places of worship are possible 
around February 24, along with a temporary lapse of faith and difficulties with foreigners, your 
father or boss. Stay strong and get your house in order. Cosmic conditions will improve very soon. 


VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): You may be a little out of your element as your planetary ruler, 
- 
eS 


SCORPIO (Oct 23*Mev 21): You may have recently had to work harder for the money 
you make, or maybe you've noticed blockages at every turn. Problems may be surfac- 
ing involving your career, reputation, father, boss and the signs Capricorn and 
Aquarius, especially around February 21. Your planetary ruler, Pluro, is facing challenging vibra- 
tions from Saturn, but remember these conditions are only temporary. If you are strong enough 
to make it through these difficult times (which you are), great rewards and lessons await you, 
Love relationships are favoured this week. The signs Taurus or Libra may be involved. 


(Seaall SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): You're living in an isolated dream world while your 
| ( planetary ruler, Jupiter, is under the influence of Neptunian energies. Secrecy sur- 

z rounds you. Television, music, photography and dance have become more appeal- 
ing, along with excessive sleep, drugs and alcohol use, Although your psychic and creative lev- 
els are peaking, you may have trouble dealing with the responsibilities of everyday life. Beware 
of deception involving romanuc partners, children and gambling, both through the mail and 
over the phone, around February 21. Unplanned pregnancy is also possible, so don’t partici 
pate in reckless behaviour at this time. The sign Pisces, Virgo and Gemini may apply. 


> Ig) CAPRICORN (Dee 22-Jan 20); If you've been feeling stuck in your current situation, free- 
dom is within sight. When your planetary ruler, Saturn, changes to a fonvard direction, you 
E2285) 100 will be able to move on with your life. Needed changes that have been weighing heavily 
in the back of your mind could finally come to fruition, provided you're willing to accept better things 
into your life. Letting go of the past isn’t easy for you, but cosmic vibrations will insist that you do just 
that caution against angry episodes, underhanded actions, cuts and bums on February 22 

Die modifications may also be necessary. The signs Scorpio and Anes could be involved. 


arn AQUARIUS (Jan 21-Feb 18): Your sign has reached a critical point. Your planetary 
BAN ruler, Uranus, will move into the last degree of your sign, offering just enough instabili- 
ty to make that final leap of faith you need before you settle into a new life. Some of 
these transitions could be difficult and may involve power conflicts with children and close rela- 
hips. Arguments and angry episodes are also possible, especially around February 21. If you 
re born within a day of February 19, look for impulsive desires, sudden personal changes and 
unexpected occurrences involving your friends, another Aquarius or the sign Capricorn 


LE 


7] PISCES (Feb 19-Mar 19): There's nothing wrong with thinking big. But your planetary 
ruler, Neptune, is being taunted by grandiose visions from Jupiter. You may be taking on 
more that you can handle successfully, or maybe you're just living for the day by excessive 
partying. Isolation, escapism, overeating and lack of direction are also possible. Secret errands, 
mailings and conversations are shown around February 21, along with something that may appear 
to be much better than it really is. Good fortune could be just around the comer, or it could be 
cancelled out by your own laziness. The signs Sagittarius, Virgo and Gemini could play a part. O 
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Downtown 


THE END OF THE BEGINNING/THE AMER- 
ICAN WELCOME Arden Theatre, (459-1542) 


* Presented by the Celtic Arts Society of 
Alberta * Two one-act plays by Irish play- 
wrights, featuring Sean O’Casey’s domestic 
comedy about a farm husband's disastrous 
attempt to take care of the housework, and 
Brian Friel’s yarn about an Irish playwright 
who watches in horror as well-meaning 
American producers destroy his work * Fri, 
Feb. 21 (8pm) * Tickets at TicketMaster, 
Arden * $15.50 


FUR COAT AND NO KNICKERS Leduc 
Performing Arts Centre, 4308-50 St, Leduc 
(987-0278) * Mike Harding's comedy about a 
prospective groom who the night before his 
wedding is taken out for a disastrously wild 
night on the town by his prospective in-laws 
Feb. 20-22, 27-28, Mar. 1 (8pm) * $8 
(Thu)/$10 (Fri, Sat) 


HOME ICE Celebrations Dinner Theatre, 
13103 Fort Rd (448-9339) * Conni Massing’s 
modern-day spoof of Lysistrata, set in the 
not-too-distant future, about a hockey mom 
who convinces her friends to withhold sex 
from their husbands until they agree to ban 
violence from their children’s hockey league * 
Until May 3 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail 
them to listings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline is 
Friday at 3pm. 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


ARTHRITIS SOCIETY See What's Happening 
Downtown 


BISHOP GERALD WIESNER Newman 
Theological College, 15611 St. Albert Trail 
(447-2993) © A lecture about Lenten reflec- 
tion ® Sat, Mar. 1 (10am and 1:30pm) 


CACEE CANADA WEST CONFERENCE 
Career and Placement Services (403) 283- 
3560 * Conference on the Power of 
Authentic Leadership: From Rhetoric to 
Realness * Mar. 3-5 


CAPILANO LIBRARY 201 Capilano Mall, 98 
Ave &, 50 St (496-1802) © Every FRI (10am): 
Sounder sleep. Until Apr. 25. Pre-register 


CITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT ° J. Percy Page High 
School, gym, 2707 Mill Woods Rd (496- 
6218); Public meeting for Southeast 
Edmonton on the proposed amendment to 
the Mill Woods Town Centre Area Structure 
Plan; Thu, ‘eb. 20 (7pm) * Wellington 
Junior Hig! School, 13160-127 St (496- 
6171); Public Meeting for North Central 
Edmonton on the proposed amendment to 
the Palisades Area Structure Plan, the Hudson 
Neighbourhood Structure Plan and amend- 
ment to the Zoning Bylaw from (AG) 
Agricultural Zone to (US) Urban Services 
Zone; Thu, Feb. 20 (7pm) « Oliver 
Community League Hall, 10326-1178 St 
(496-6171); Public Meeting for proposed 
amendment to the Oliver Area 
Redevelopment Plan; Thu, Feb. 27 (7pm) 


COMMUNITY SHAMANIC DRUMMING 
CIRCLE See What's Happening Downtown 


EDMONTON COALITION AGAINST WAR 
AND RACISM See What's Happening 
Downtown 


GLOBALIZATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
REGULATION: THE CASE OF THE PULP 
AND PAPER INDUSTRY U of A, Engineering 
Teaching Learning Centre 1 013 (492-5825) 
* Presented by Dr. Kathryn Harrison, Political 
Science (UBC) * Thu, Feb. 27 (4:30pm) 


GOLD, GLORY AND PYRAMIDS IN 
ANCIENT PERU Provincial Museum, 12845- 
102 Ave * Presented by U of A Anthropology 
Graduate Association and Dr. Tom Dillehay, 
archaeologist * Wed, Feb. 26 (7pm) * Free 


IRAQ AND PALESTINE: VIEWS FROM THE 
GROUND Canadian Islamic Centre, 13070- 
113 St (717-6519) © Fri, Feb. 21 (6-9:30pm) 
* Free (incl. free dinner), pre-register 


MENSTRUAL EDUCATION WEEK U of A 
campus (450-0173) * Feb. 26-28 * 
Presented by the U of A Women’s Centre 
Collective * Humanities 4-29; Wed, Feb. 26 
(Spm); The Politics of Menstruation 
Discussion Forum * Humanities 4-29; Thu, 
Feb. 27 (Spm); Alternative Menstrual 


Products Workshop * Education South, 10th 


Floor Lounge; Fri, Feb. 28 (3:30pm); Wise 
Women’s Natural Health and Fertility 
Awareness * Queen Alexandra Community 
Hall, 10425. piel Ave; Fri, Feb. 28 
(8pm); A Menstrual Cabaret, presented by 
FUSS Feminist Collective 


THE OTHER HALF AND WOMEN’S REVO- 
LUTIONARY LAW IN SOUTHERN MEXICO 
University of Alberta, Tory Building, Room 
10-4 * Lecture presented by Isabel 
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IF WE ARE W ing Brantinew p) 
Downtown _ sade cneraiiea ned, perfor ays 
BABOONS THEATRE EERCOR Nae ies. OS ee 8, all in the y 
TIVAL Presented by Workshop West Theatre ie ect hours * 28 
(477-5955) ® Jimmy, Créature de Réve: Marie | THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL FALSETTos 
Brassard’s haunting play about a gay hair- Jubilation Dinner Theatre, Upper Leva) 
dresser who occupies the dreams hase Ill, WEM (484-2424) « i Musical 
American general and a Montreal actress of Mafia movies and TV shows, in which, ; 


50 years Jater, La Cité francophone (8529-91 
St): Feb. 20 (8pm), Feb. 21 (8pm), Feb. 

22 (8pm) * Tickets available at TIX on the 
Square 


LULIE THE ICEBERG Kaasa Theatre, Jubilee 
Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave (448-9000) « 
Presented by Fringe Theatre Adventures * 
Raymond Storey’s adaptation of the story b 
Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado o} 
Japan about a young iceberg who longs to 
travel to the South Pole to meet the elders of 
his kind © Until Feb, 23 


THE MAKING OF WARRIORS See What's 
Happening Downtown 


OH SUSANNA Varscona Theatre 10329-83 
Ave * Edmonton's own Euro-style variety 

show featuring the talents of the Compania 
del Mambo, guided by the firm hostessing 
hand of international glamour-gal Susanna 
Patchouli! * Next show: Sat, Mar. 1 (11pm) 


OVER THE EDGE WITH 4-PLAY Catalyst 
Theatre, 8529-103 St (431-1750) * Andrea 
House, Kate Ryan and Christine MacInnis star 
in Catalyst Theatre's popular annual fundrais- 


Altamirano * Thu, Feb. 27 (3:30pm) 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NETWORK- 
ING GROUP See What's Happening 
Downtown 


PUBLIC SKATING * Rundle Park ponds, 113 
Ave, 29 St (11am-10pm) * Hawrelak Park 
Lake, Groat Rd tT RS in) Victoria Park 
oval, 122 St, River Valley Rd (10am-10pm) 
Closed to the public Tue, Thu (5:30-8:30pm); 
Wed (6-7pm) * Jackie Parker pond, 50 St, 44 
Ave (11am-10pm) * Mill Woods Campus 
Park, 66 St, 23 Ave (11am-10pm) ® Castle 
Downs, 155 Ave, 113A St, 8am-10pm) « City 
Hall, 1 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (10am- 
10pm) 

SCOT LAUGHTON University of Alberta, 
Humanities Centre lecture theatre * 
Presented by MADE. Industrial designer Scot 
Laughton talks about his work * Thu, Feb. 
27 * $7, $4 member/student 


SCHIZOPHRENIA SOCIETY OF ALBERTA 
Lions Senior Citizens Centre, 11113-113 St 
(452-4661) * Family support meeting video 
night featuring West 47th Street * Tue, Feb. 
25 (7-9pm) 

U OF A PHILOSOPHERS’ CAFE Nina’s 
Restaurant, 10139-124 St * Sleeping With the 
Elephant: How Does America Influence the 
Canadian Identity? with Larry Aronsen 
(Professor of History and Classics); moderator 
Bernard Linsky (Chair of Philosophy) * Sat, 
Feb. 22 (3:30pm) * Free 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION 
MacDonald's at Capilano Mall, 55 St, 101 
Ave (440-1146) * Guided cross country ski 
approx. 11 km at Strathcona Wilderness 
Centre; bring lunch and beverage * Sun, 
Feb. 23 (10am) * Free 


WEST END TOASTMASTERS 10451-170 St, 
2nd Fl, Boardroom (472-4911) ¢ Learn to 
speak in public and small groups. Sharpen 
jen listening skills, Acquire appropriate feed- 
ack techniques in a friendly environment 


WHITEMUD CROSSING LIBRARY FICTION 
BOOK GROUP 145 Whitemud Crossing 
Shopping Centre, 4211-106 St (496-8342) « 
Discussion group, featuring a different author 
or title each month * Thu, Feb. 20 (7pm) 


UEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Room 7-114, Education North 
Building, U of A * A sex-and-gender differ- 
ences and schooling focus group in the 
Faculty of Education * Mar. 20, Apr. 17 (12- 
1pm) 

AXIOS (454-8449) * A support group, local 
chapter of the international organization of 
Eastern Orthodox and Eastern Rite Catholic 
Gay and Lesbian Christians 


BOOTS AND SADDLES See What's 
Happening Downtown 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave 
(488-6636) * Open 9-3 * Dancing, strip con- 
tests, go-go boys * EY MON: Free pool. 
DJs Arrow Chaser, Jeffy Pop, Code Red. No 
membership needed 


DIGNITY EDMONTON (482-6845) Support 
community for lesbigay Catholics and friends 


DOWN UNDER 12224 Jasper Ave (482- 
7960) * Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSO- 
CIATION (422-6207) © An organization for 
gay men and lesbians in business and their 
non-gay friends to share business knowledge, 
learn, make friends and network in positive, 


__ the prairies * Until Apr. 6 


crime boss plans a massive meeting \;, 
rival families to figure out how to aed 


STOP KISS The Roxy, 10708-124 s1 (45, 
2440) © Presented by Kill Your Televi, 
Caroline Livingstone and Beth Graham .., 
Diana Son’s comedy/drama about iw, 
women—one a somewhat adrift traffic 
reporter, the other an idealistic teachar , 
arrived in New York—who embark on 3 be 
tative lesbian romance, only to have th 
lives shattered by a brutal act of violer, 
Feb. 27-Mar. 8, Tue-Sun 8pm, Sat mat 2 
$15, $12 student/senior/Equity $20 o 
night gala; $12 preview 


SURVIVAL: THE IMPROVISATION GAM 
See What’s Happening Downtown 


THEATRESPORTS New Varscona Theatre 
10329-83 Ave (448-0695) * Teams of imor 
visers create sketches on the spot based oq, 
audience suggestions, and have the resyit< 
evaluated by a team of heartless judges + 
Every Friday at 11pm - 


‘Pin 


pening 


proud space where being yourself is the 
norm 


DIVERSITY CONFERENCES OF ALBERTA 
SOCIETY Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
12530-110 Ave (433-5034) Coming to Voig 
A Celebration of Diversity * A Choral 
Workshop; Sat, Feb. 22; $10 adult, free stu. 
dents/seniors (lunch provided) * Speakers 
the Rev. Bert and Evelyn Frey and a se 
awareness workshop to explore spiritual 
growth; Sun, Feb, 23; Free 


GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY cEN 
OF EDMONTON (GLCCE) See What's 
Happening Downtown 


GAY MEN'S OUTREACH CREW (GMo0c) 
See What's Happening Downtown 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCciE 
See What's Happening Downtown 


ICARE See What's Happening Downtown 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB See What's 
Happening Downtown 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH Garneau United Church, 111488 
Ave (474-0753) ® Every SUN (7pm): Wors 
services. Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgendered community 


LIVING POSITIVE www.connect 
ab,ca/-livepos (488-5768) * Edmonton 
Persons Living with HIV Society. Peer-facili 
ed support groups, peer counselling. Daily 
drop-in 

LUTHERANS CONCERNED www. |cna.org 
(426-0905) « A spiritual community which 
gathers monthly for sharing, friendship, in 
Vidual support and a safe space for our ow 
spiritual questions 

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH) 


OF EDMONTON (429-2321) * Weekly 10 
denominational church services 


PFLAG See What's Happening Downtown 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421- 
2277/1-877-882-2011, ext. 2038) * 
Edmonton Police Service and the Gay and 
Lesbian community 


PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings 
every second Sunday of the month at 3pm 
social group for gay/bisexual men ov« 
and their friends 


THE ROOST See What's Happening 
Downtown 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL See Whats 
Happening Downtown 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUP?O) 
GROUP See What's Happening Downtow" 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * 
Open Sun-Thu 1-12; Fri Sat 1-3 * Gay ni¢ 
club, Every SUN-TUE (7-12am): Karaoke 
Tizzy. Every WED: game show. Eve! FRE 

aa Every weekend: open stage, 0an<* 7 
Bj Arrow Chaser. No membership neece’ 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH *<° 
What's Happening Downtown 


BREWSTERS BREWING COMPANY Att 
RESTAURANT 11629-104 Ave (482-°" 
8th Annual Hot Wing Eating Challenge ™ 
Parkinson’s * Sat, Mar. 1 * Pre-register 


MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT CO-OP 1232% 
102 Ave (488-6614) * Shave Your He° 


the 
23(1) 


Epile 
for information and registration 


LBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 
10186-106 St (488-6611, 488-5900) « 
Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed all hols) 
Opera Gallery: FLASHES OF GREATNESS: 
Woodfired pottery from around the 

rovince * Until Apr. S * Discovery Gallery: 
MIGRATION: Works in clay by Dawn 
Detarando * Until Mar. 1 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (422-6223) e Open Tue-Wed 
snd Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; 
Sat, Sun 11am-Spm. Closed Mon * PIXELS, 
spoTs AND POLKADOTS: Perception and 
Meaning in Art © Until Aug * THE UNCAN- 
NY: Experiments in Cyborg Culture * Until 
Feb, 23 * Kitchen Gallery: DARC/ MALLON: 
THE GOLGI STUDIES # Until Feb. 23; RECENT 
ACQUISITIONS: The Sinclair Bequest * Until 
Mar. 9 * Cyborg Film Series: Thu, Feb. 20 
(7pm): AJ. Directed By Steven Spielberg. 
free « Children’s Gallery: BECOME: Created 
by Don Moar * Until July * $6 (adult)/$4 
(senior/student)/$2 (ages 6-12)/free (mem- 
bers, ages 5 and under) 


GIORDANO GALLERY Main Fl, Empire 
Building, 10080 Jasper Ave (429-5066) « 
Open Wed, Sat U24em) or by appoint- 
ment # Artworks by Alex Cameron and 
David Bolduc * Until Feb. 22 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St (423-5353) 
53 WAYS TO LEAVE YOUR LOVER: Fundraiser 
tor Latitude $3 Society of Artists * Sat, Feb. 
22 (8pm) * $7 


SEGHERS STUDIO GALLERY 604A, 
10030-107 St, Seventh Street Plaza, North 
Tower (425-6885) * Open Tue-Thu 5:30- 
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REE* FREE* FREE* FREE* FREE 

RTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
dav t one Ra acting troupe? 

Mant someone to jam with? Place up to 20 
ords FREE, providing the ad is non-profit. 

ds of more than 20 words subject to regular 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submit- 

" 


din writing, in or by fax. Duplicate 
published, oo by mistake. 


is will not 

Free ads will not be taken over the phone. 
ads will run for four weeks, if you require 

ad to be renewed or cancelled one 

Here ee. Wot at To303 108 St 

P 426-2889, or at = 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday before 

publication. Placement will depend upon 

avail space. 


artist to artist 


profit, chy y 
“he: iiligrans group req. voice coach 


na0t6 


Alberta Speiaty of Artists is currently takin; 
HCations for full membership, Open to. al 
mcd. in Alberta Deadline Mar. 1. Ph 
iddress and ph hu omn and info, Leave 
‘2 na0ité 
ightly used clothing, esp. mater- 
Ss. Mra 447-2669 - 


ted new or Ii 
and children: 
___pantié 


iui High, school photography competi 
Snapshots: Open to all Edmonton and area 
Students. Ph 426-2122 for info. and 

atron form, ine: Feb, 21, Spm. ‘iti 


| career in the arts? The Works is now 
~\,2Plications for its Warks to Work 
memship Program. Open to post-sec- 
‘udents currently enrolled in or recently 
3 from any an & design program and 
{Nf antists/designers. For application call 
Deg theworks@telusplanet.net, ato: 
Deadline: Mar, 31, 4pm. 
neit6 


9pm or by appointment © Artworks by 
David Seghers, Robert von Eschen, Eric 
Butterworth, Jeff Collins, Pamela How 
(Vilsec), Neil McClelland and Jacqui Rohac 


SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 St (423-1492) 
* Open Tue-Sat (12-Spm) * SPIRITS OF THE 
BOREAL; A totemic figure, made of hand- 
made pane and various other artworks by 
artist Barbara Pankratz, based on recording 
the effects of time on her totemic figures in 
the boreal forest * Until Mar. 15 


SPECTRUM ART GALLERY AND STUDIO 
10867-96 St (424-8803) * Open daily 
10am-6pm ® Paintings by Christopher 
Lucas, Patricia Young, Bridgit Turner, 
Deanna Larson and David Phillips 


STUDIO 321 Rice Howard Way, 10168- 
100A St * Open Sat 1-4pm; Sun 1-4pme 
THE FATHER-SON EXHIBIT; Paintings by Marc 
and sculptures by Louis * Until Mar. 30 


THE WORKS GALLERY 10155 Jasper Ave, 
Main Fl, Commerce Place (426-2122) 
IMPULSIVE/COMPULSIVE: Paintings and 
drawings by Tim Rechner ® Until Feb. 21; 
opening reception Fri, Feb. 21 (7-9 pm) 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


ARTHRITIS SOCIETY 639, 10830 Jasper 
Ave (424-1740) © Joints in Motion informa- 
tion meeting * Wed, Feb. 26 (6pm) 


COMMUNITY SHAMANIC DRUMMING 
CIRCLE Sacred Heart Church, 10821-96 St 
(439-0631) © Every Friday 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NET- 
WORKING GROUP Edmonton Chamber of 
Commerce, 600, 10123-99 St, west door 
(426-4620) © Speaker Chris O’Brien pres- 


artist to arti 


Alberta Foundation for the Arts invites artists to 
submit slides for possible purchase by Apr. 1. 
Download applications form www.cd gov.ab.ca or 
call (780) 427-9968 (310-0000 toll-free}, 


Dancers required to fill contract an dapprentice 
positions at Vinok Worldance. Free training peri 
od provided, Tours include Canada and US Call 
Doyle 454-3739 


ira Association seeking performers, stu 
dents, & volunteers. Brazilian mix of martial arts, 
dance & Afro-Brazilian rhythms. 6 days/wk @ 6807. 
104 St. www.capoeiraedmonton.ca, 709-3500 a 
naiZ!. 


ArtsHab: 2 units for rent available Apr.1. The 
live/work space is $500, the studio is $300. Can 
be rented as individual units or attached. For info, 
go to www.artshab.com or call 428-ARTS. 


Local dance studio seeks local artists work (o display. 
Any media welcome. Ph 425-3350. 
na0123 


Vancouver Academy e Dramatic Arts 
accepting applications 
fr emeotp ram 
Starts March 24/03 
1-866-231-8232 
www.vadastudios.com 
YWW0122-0220 (0 wh) 


Jagged Edge Theatre (463-4237) is ev for scripts 
or their 2 3-04 season. Submit script to: lagged Edge 
Theatre, PO Box 94, 329 City Centre East, Edmonton, 
AB, T5J 222. ata 


Actors (20-30's) and actress (25-35, 5'5: or taller) need- 
ed fora feature film trailer, Paying gig: Call 619-6193 
a2 13-0220 (a) 


Breosaighit’s Blaed Theatries, will be holdin General 
Auditions for upcoming projects on Mar, 1-2. Looking 
for adult femafe and male, Non-Equity, actor’/singers. 
All backgrounds and ethnicities. To schedule audition 
time, call David @ 479-1028 
— = nat 13 
Alberta Native actors: Free website. Promotional 
offer, Creative Elementz will do your web site for 
free (first come, first serve). Contact starr & “dee* 
(780) 479-0084 veww.creative-elementz.com 


WUEWEEKLY @> 


ents Managing the Media—Do's and Don'ts 
ek Business * Fri, Feb. 21 (6:45-8:30am) « 
2 


TERA 


GRANT MacEWAN CITY CENTRE CAM- 
PUS Rm 6-226, 10700-104 Ave (497-5364) 


* Margaret Sweatman will read from her 
novel, When Alice Lay Down with Peter « 
Wed, Feb. 26 (11am-noon) * free 


SECOND CUP Stanley A. Milner Library, 7 
Sir Winston Churchill Sq * Banned Book 
Café: Musical entertainment by Poet Thugs 
* Mon, Feb. 24 (7:30-9pm) ® free 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE 
7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (433-2932, 420- 
1757) © Living, Laughing, Loving: An 

Evening of Stories: A benefit concert for the 
Storytellers of Canada for their Storysave 
Project recording Canada’s storytelling eld- 
ers * Fri, Feb. 21 * $10 adult, $5 children 
12 and under, $20 family * Tickets at TIX 
on the Square 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St» 
Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, 
shows. Members only 


GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY CEN- 
TRE OF EDMONTON (GLCCE) Suite 45, 
9916-106 St (488-3234) * Open Mon-Fri, 
1:30-5:30pm, 7-10pm * Support groups, 
library, youth group and discussion nights 
GAY MEN’S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) 


45, 9912-106 St (488-0564) * Peer educa- 
tion initiative for gay/bisexual men that 


works toward preventing the spread of HIV 
by improving self-esteem 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCtI- 
ETY 600, 10550-102 St (488-5742) « 
support services for people affected with 
HIV/AIDS, info line, counseling, referrals, 
Support groups, preventive education pro 
grams, resource centre, speakers bureau, 
Gay Men’s Outreach Crew (GMOC), advo: 
cacy and public awareness 


ICARE 702A, 10242-105 St (448-1768) 
www.icarealberta.org * The Interfaith 
Centre for AIDS/HIV Resources and 
Education (formerly Interfaith Association 
on AIDS) provides spiritual support and 
connections for those affected by HIV/AIDS 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 
45, 9912-106 St * Meetings every second 
Thursday each month 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St 
(462-5958) * Meetings every third Tuesday 
of the month at 7:30pm * Support/educa- 
tion for parents, families and friends of les- 
bians/gays/bisexuals/ transgenders 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) » 
Open Mon-Sat 4pm-3am; Sun 8pm-3am ° 
Nightclub: disco upstairs, western down- 
stairs * TUE: Wild and Wet Contest, Dj Left 
WED: Amateur Strip w/Weena Luy, Sticky 
Vicky, D] Alvaro. THU: Charity Show. 
Different show every week, D| Jazzy. FRI: 
Upstairs; Twisted Fruit w/Djs Sweetz, 
Tripswitch, Alvaro. Downstairs: Dj Jazzy, 
female stripper. SAT: Upstairs: D] Jazzy. 
Downstairs: XTC. SUN: Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show, D] Jazzy 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL 10249-107 St 
(990-1818) * Lesbian and gay bar/restau- 
rant 
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TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUP- 
PORT GROUP GILCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 
St (488-3234) * Meetings every fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 7pm 
Information and mutual support for trans- 
gendered people in an open, friendly and 
Safe environment, Open to transsexuals, 
transvestites, cross-dressers, drag 
queens/kings 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Gay 
and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton (GLCCE), 45, 9912-106 St (488- 
3234) * www.yuyouth.tripod.com/ yuy * 
Meetings every Saturday (7-9pm) » A facili- 
tated social/support group for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgendered, straight and ques- 
tioning youth under the age of 25 


EINSTEIN'S GIFT Maclab Theatre, The 
Citadel, 9828-101A Ave (425-1820/420- 
1757) ® Michael Spencer-Davis, Julien 
Arnold and Stephanie Wolfe star in Vern 
Thiessen’s historical drama about Nobel 
Prize-winning Jewish scientist Fritz Haber, 
his friendship with Albert Einstein and his 
determination to survive in the rising Nazi 
regime * Feb. 22-Mar. 16, Tue-Sun 8pm; 
Sun matinees 2pm * $24-$52; $69 (Feb. 27 
opening night); Pay-What-You-Can (Sun, 
Mar. 2, 8pm); rush seats 50% off regular 
adult tickets one hour before performance * 
Tickets available at Citadel box office, TIX 
on the Square 


SURVIVAL: THE IMPROVISATION GAME 
Jagged Edge Theatre, 3rd Floor, City Centre 
East (479-0323) © Every Friday * $5 


eC 


Edmonton Musical Theatre Audition Notice for 

From Broadway to Hollywood an exciting revue cele- 
brating the great movie musicals. Sal, Feb. 22 1 1am- 
3pm at the Edmonton Musical Theatre Studio, 10835- 
124 St. lower Fl. Wilbeck Bldg. For info ph 475-8053 


na 13 


Design student looking for lightly used Pantone swatch 
book. Phone Filip @ 780-288-0089 
nef '3 


Female vocalist looking to form vocal tria/quar 
tet. A cappella and/or instrumental, 478-6355 
n0i130 
Near Zero seeks highly motivated guitarist. Must be 
creative. very dedicated and have a positive atti 
tude. Recordingfouring. Ryan (306) 825-5363 
nane20 
Classic rock cover and based out of Leduc looking 
for drummer for weekly jams and occasional gigs 


Call Kathy 986-1398 or Norm 986-3873 
nna 


Booking Agency looking for musicians to jain roster 

Pix/bia/demo/ref to Box 68029, 162 Bonnie Doon 

Mall, EDM T6C 4N6. Incl. name, address, tel 
VWOZ20 (wks) 


Bass player needed immediately for working ver 
satile band. Mostly weekends. Excell pay. Call 


Don 780-417-1809. 
ret2t3 


Experienced solid country male vocalist 34, look 
ing for gigs and/or recording contract (Toby 


Keill/Colin Raye/Lonestan) Johnny B. 457-4120 
nate 


Highschool! vocalist looking for hard rock/indus- 
trial musicians. Call Dallas 489-7020. 
' 


Rapper seeks producer/beatman, to take to a 
higher level and to make something of this life 
Serious only call Ken @ 481-0375 or 716-4579 
after 7pm. Sh 
Wanted vocal instructor with piano exp. Ph 474- 


7672, Pry 


Lead guitar/with vocals seeking Top 40 cover 
band with originals. Pro gear/pro altitude. Call 


Richard 901-8936. 
mat 


20-year-old lead guitarist looking to start/join 
lamour rock that will take over worle 
ferjous Infl; KISS, Motley Crue, Platinum Blande. 
in ( 1200}, 
Call Justin (910-1200). 


We are inviting all bands and independent 
artists to help us MAKEA SCENE by taking part 
in the 12th Annual NewMusicWest Festival and 

Conference - May 21-25 in Vancouver, Into 
www.newmusicwest.com/pr/pr-jan302003.him 

a2i6 


Established classic rock band (the Tomatoes) 
seeks sax and/or trombone for upcoming 4 
West Edmonton Music Society 
Marcel @ 460-0557 


just for fun 


DEAD Jesus is currently trying out new bassists. 
Have to be commited and musician minded with 
experience. Touring and recording, plays this 
summer. Phone Evbil Glen 905-8722. 

20216 


Art Metal project looking for vocalist, into 
Pantera, Tool, Ri Peppers, ete. Recording 
Gigging. Call lon 443-0629 of 995-8220 or 
emailta:montymorgan 18@hotmail.com>monty 
morgan !8@hotmail.com 


AUDITIONS School+Summer Employment 
Cdn. College of Performing Arts 
Feb 26 Ph 250/595-9970 
www.ecpacanada.com 


VW¥ 206-20 (wics) 


Dance Alberta 
Register now for new term 428-7808 adult and 
children; daytime and evening 
RAD ballet, tap jazz, hip hop, modern musical 
theatre, pilates, belly dancing, salsa, Polynesian 
First belly dancing, Salsa and Polynesian class 
free. Stats Jan. 6. Children program starts 
~ Jan. 27. 11205-107 Ave 
WW" 1225 0220 (Onis) 


MODAL MUSI€ Inc. 


Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 
and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus 
on individual! Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, qu music instruction since 


WW oet2002 


‘88 TOPAZ excellent condition, well maintained, 
reliable transportation. $1300.00 
433-5889, 


ealthy \ 
call 


GUITARS * AMPLIFIERS * KEYBOARDS * ORUMS 
PA & RECORDING EQUIPMENT * ACCESSORIES 
SALES * SERVICE * RENTALS # CONSIGNMENTS 
* SELL * TRADE * AI 
tx MUSIC LESSONS xxx 
PRIVATE LESSONS OFFERED 
BY QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
TO STUDENTS OP ANY AGE 
AND MUSICALABILITY ON 
MOST INSTRUMENTS & VOICE 
PRIOR IRR 


dal Anniversa 


NO 
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By ANDREA NEMERSON 


Hey, slick! 


Dear Andrea: 

My friend told me that due to her fre- 
quent sex with her boyfriend she is in pain 
when she uses the bathroom. She said 
she didn’t have any lubrication so they 
used lotion. That has to be the dumbest 
thing | have ever heard of. She does not 
see the problem in this. Could you please 
help me explain the dangers to her? 

Love, Helpful Pal 


Dear Pal: 
Your friend's choice may not be opti- 
mal, but believe me, I've heard dumb- 
er. Mu-u-u-uch dumber. 

Once upon a time, the only lube was 
K-Y Jelly, which was embarrassing to buy 
and had unfortunate connotations (“This 
won't hurt a bit...”). The whole lube 
thing didn’t really take off until the 
advent of safer sex in the mid- to late 
‘80s. Most people didn’t realize they 
needed anything except a little spit until 
they were faced with the task of forcing 
a latex-wrapped appendage into a dryish 
orifice, and found that it just wouldn't go. 
Nobody knew there was a market, so 
nobody was rushing to develop ever- 
newer, ever-slicker substances. Nowa- 
days, most people won‘t go anywhere or 
do anything without a generous applica- 
tion of lubricant, and no wonder—lube 
makes almost any sex act sexier. (No, not 
oral sex. But you knew what | meant.) 

Given that Astroglide was mighty 
scarce back in, say, 1965, people did 
indeed use hand lotion upon occasion. 
Also soap, Vaseline, baby oil, Crisco, 
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Canada World Youth is currently seeking more 
male applicants for 2003-04 programs. Please 
apply online immediately, and call the 
Edmonton office to advise us of your application 
it you would like to be considered for programs 
beginning in 2003. Selection days are in Feb, 
2003. CANADA WORLD YOUTH, Western 
Canada Regional Office. £205 10816A-82 Ave. 
Edmt, AB, 16£ 2B3. Ph 432-1877, 1-877-929- 
6884. e-mail: west-ouest@cwy-jcm.org 
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Seniors living Downtown, Clareview, 


Lone y, Kingsway, Beverly, & Highlands 

needing volunteers to help with outings to the 

mall, to get groceries, have a visit, a cup of cof 

fee. Make a difference for someone living 

alone. Call Heather, Home Care, 423-8288. 
20109 
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Installations 


RAR UU Bee ARE Tet: 


; 


and—for all | know—whale oil and cod 
liver oil. With the possible exception of 
Crisco, none of these substances 
belongs up anyone’s privates, but 
humans are remarkably resourceful and 
they will use whatever's handy. 

There are two major problems with 
using lotion. If she’s relying on condoms 
for birth control or STD protection, she 
might as well not bother. Most lotions 
contain mineral oil, which will eat right 
through latex. The other problem is 
everything which isn’t mineral oil: per- 
fumes and surfactants and God-knows- 
what which can irritate or cause an 
allergic reaction. Her pain may be caused 
by insufficient lube, the wrong lube or 
something else altogether, but she won’t 
be able to tell until she stops making it 
worse by adding irritants and allergens. 

“We didn’t have any” was an okay 
excuse once. Get her some lube if she’s 
too silly to get it herself, but there’s no 
need to panic her. The wrong substance 
may be irritating but it’s hardly life- 
threatening. Just remember: your par- 
ents probably used lotion or something 
worse, and they survived to make you. 

Love, Andrea 


Don’t look now 


Dear Andrea: 
Every time | have sex, it hurts, like a 
burning and a tearing at the same time. 
| know it isn’t an STD. | just don’t want 
to go to the doctor and have him “look 
at me.” Any advice? 

Love, Burning Love 


Dear Burning: 
You didn’t mention whether you were 
lubricating (getting wet) much, but I’m 
going to guess that you aren’t. “Tear- 
ing and burning” is a pretty good 
description of how it feels when you try 
to force something into a dry vagina. 
The water-based lubes we were dis- 
cussing above will take care of that. It 
isn’t even embarrassing to buy them; 
they’re right on the shelf at the drug- 
store next to the condoms (hint hint). 
That's the quick fix. It'll work, but if 


Computer Trouble? 


Call 


| bias Na acrichies 


~ We want to help ~ 
(780) 690-2394 


Providing the answer to all your computer needs. 


you're not getting wet, maybe you need 
more kissing, stroking, fingering or lick- 
ing before you try to put anything in. 
For most girls, jumping into intercourse 
without a long, slow, sexy build-up 
won't feel sexy; it'll just feel boring, 
annoying or downright painful. 

This was an easy question, the 
kind a columnist can answer without 
ever seeing you. One of these days, 
though, you are going to have to let a 
doctor “look at you.” It’s embarrassing 
at first, but you'll get over it when you 
see how unshocked the doctor is that 
you have genitals. It'll be okay. 

Love, Andrea 


Stalling for a reply 
Dear Andrea: 
Do condoms and spermicide work if 
you're having sex in the shower? 
Love, Wet Ones 


Dear Wet: 


Condoms, being made of rubber (or 


occasionally plastic or sheep guts), are 
completely waterproof. If you want to 
keep something dry (e.g., cocaine that 
you're trying to smuggle), you put it in a 
condom, right? But you knew that. The 
more serious question is what happens 
to the spermicide. That depends on 
where it is. If it’s inside the condom, it 
isn’t going anywhere. The guy would 
have to stand in the stream, stretching 
the top of the condom out from the 
shaft and angling himself just so in order 
to fill it with water and dilute the spermi- 
cide past the point of utility. If it’s inside 
the woman, she'd have to stand directly 
under the stream. On her head. This is 
just not going to happen by accident. 

If you're really worried, reapply. 


Spermicide is just a back-up, though. | 


As long as the condom’ intact, it isn’t 
doing anything. 
Love, Andrea © 


Andrea Nemerson writes and teaches 
in San Francisco. You can reach her 
at andrea@altsexcolumn.com. 


With a minimal amount of money you can 
become a vendor at the world’s biggest mall 
(WEM) . One of the best business opportunities 
you will ever be offered. 484-6777 ask for Mo. 

NVWO102--0227 (8 wis) 


PSYCHIC READINGS 


Southside (104 Stand 1 block S. of Whyte Ave.) 
by appt: Mon-Sat 11am-Spm 
Call Dawn @ 914-7072 cell; 491-4699 pr. 
Tarot, palmistry, teacup 
70-100% accuracy. 


SA0116 - 0605 (12wks) 


- 


Network Design & 
Configurations 


volunteers 


The Support Network 24 hour Distress Line 
Call 482-0198. 


Project. Participation criteria: «Second genera- 
tion East Indian women, *Between the ages of 
20-40. *Currently in the process of completing 
a ea degree and/or working. Contact 
lonica at (780) 710-568 


or monicajustin@hotmail.com 
ma0109 


Do you enjoy art and children? Be a Docent, 

FaGotesyt tour Phoggarn, Tovey is provided 
ur 5 is L. 

Praeoaat0. tot as 


education 


Our grads pave jobs: 
Victoria Motion Picture School - fitmmakinp/acting 


call now 1-888-522-3456 i 
WW 1212-0209 (Swks) 


help wanted 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! 
TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 

We train you to teach. 1000°s of jobs around 

the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 

correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 
10762-82 Ave. 

Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941. 

vw 090909. 


Ashtanga Yops teacher wanted. Must be direct 
students of Pattabhi Jois. Must have 2yrs teach- 
ing experience. Anatomy qualifications and 
teacher training exp, Experience in hifi 
adjustments. Please contact 433-8999. 

z I FB) 
Drivers wanted: $15+/hr., Wednesdays (night) 
and Thursday (daytime), Hermangntpar ume 

Must have mint-van or truck. Looking for 


reliable and ible L 
: Please cal 907-0570, + 
es ae naw ¢ 


Local television production company is 
developing and producing a national series on 
the paranormal. We are seeking personal stories 
lon the subjects of premonition, prophetic dreams, 
reincarnation, frosts, ufo’s, crop cireles, alien 
abduction, etc. Anything out of the ordinary, and 
events and circumstances which cannot be 
explained. We are also seeking potential televisio 

‘osts, actors and musicians to score programs. 
Please send all written material and resumes to 
this address and we will be in touch soon. 
BOX 327 
10654 le Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6E 2A7 


ALIZ12 (amkj02 1340220 03 (wks) 


JAPANESE DRUMMING 
BEGINNER WORKSHOPS 
Enjoy the fun and Ghallenyes with Kita No Taiko in 
this rigourous, enon ed activity. Evening and 
Sunday dates in March, $50. Min. age 14. Ph 431- 
0300; e-nv: knt@ecn.ab.ca: www.ecn.ab.ca/knt 
YWO0130-0216 (ks) 


T.V. Film Acting Camp 

One week acting camp for ages 6-16 durin, 
Spring Break. Vancouver instructor, Limit 

space available. Call 420-0163. 
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Then WE offer: 


», TREBAS 


INSTITUTE 


www.trebas.com 


THE BEST MEDUD CSPOSURE YOU CAN GET STARTS AT TREBAS 
PARTNERS IN LOWCATION WITH THE LIVERPOOL INSTITUTE FOR PERTGRIENE » 


or Online or by Correspondeno 
All ages.. No degree neede 
FREE Info Pack: 


1-888-270-294 


FREE Info Seminars 
Tuesdays 7 pm. 10762-82 Ave 


Next Course: Mar. 19-23 
globaltesol.com 


if YOU have 


personal skills’ 


+ the best product the best tools + 
+ and lastly, NOT working fer another faceless CEO - 


For a sales position where your contributions matte, 
send your resume te: Atin: Reb Lightfoot. 
10303 108 St. Edm, AB, T3117 : 
or fax: (780) 426-2889 
or e-mail: <re@vue.ab.ca> 
(NO phone calls, please) 
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Pride Video 


© Gay Erotica 
e Cards 


le 


BI-CURIOUS LOCALS! 


EDDIE! Pa. I SS 


Mix'n Match Inc. 


10 date 7 minutes each 


Safe, Fun, & Fast 
Wwww.mixnmatchinc.com 


780.699.5790 


aie Ch, 
fi ads 
780-490 2299.91 404-261-2100 


m 
RL BM Ceot c2 
Get SEX in Edmonton 
30min FREE w/code 9051, Call 
780-490-2255 or call 1-888-465-4588 
for your local #, 18: 
www.casualsexdateline.com 
AL BM 0801 02 


YW1219-0220 (9 wes +1 wh) 


*100% Fun, Fresh & Flirty 
Enter FREE Code: 4996 
Call (780) 490-2266 
For 5 other local #s call 1-888-245-4545 
AL 0213 3 


[iodios FREE | 
Meet Someone 
New Right Now! 


AUKCC IVER REE! 


fF 2 
GAY MALE SEX! eo _ { 
Chat live or meet local gay men. ‘. 
Try us for free! (780) af iotas 
Enter code 2310. 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! 

Make $799 US per month w 
in your bedroom. Voyeur web: 
looking for you! 
Call jamie f 
1-800-474-8401, 


wenn. CALL FREE 24 HRS EVERYDAY T 


BBB HIND PRICNOSHIV & ROMANCE 
Big Breasted Beauty Foare Sor AL a 
Kenidi 448-8994 oramcctions 
Will travel South of Edmonton, Camrose, 44-TALKS 448-2557 
Wetaskiwin, Ponoka Mua be 1B Land disiance chatues Sxayanely 


Se 251 485 96 001 Lic 0249 79172 001 
WW 0213 (1 wk} 


Alberta’s Adult Center 
wyw.ferrisdigital.com 
Staff Need, Models Of All 
Shapes And Size Wanted 
(780) 690-9849 


When Monogamy 
Becomes Monotonys., fe 
www.ashleymadison.com 


Place your Classified ad in Vue Weekly. —— 
Phone 426-1996 for more info. For Attached Women 
& the Men Who 


Want To Meet Them. 


1-866-742-2218 


VW#0206-02 13 (2wics) 


Wendy 945-3384 


SEXY BRUNETTE, PETITE AND WARM 
AVAILABLE FOR OUTCALLS. 


VW 0102-0227 (end feb) 


MOXY MEN) b ide * lah 
NAS GVA my i< SY ag. 
WONG ERMA Ee alee perusing 


| 2 www.cruiseline.ca 


Enter FREE trial code 2315 


= a bill a membership to your phone! 
Call 1-900-451-2853, 75 min. for $24.95! 
For Men and Women ... 


Fun, Outrageous, Confidential 
The 


GrapeVine 


Live Chat & Date-Line 


Women Always FREE: Free Trial for MEN: 
(780) 418-3636 780) 418-4646 


2 HOUR FREE Trial for MEM 
Have some tun! Free local Edmonton call. Must be 18 


wed assist Hlatolity For using this service, 
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Melt, Your, Winter Blues 


Pie a 
4 ¥ oe 
A $20 deposit ts required 
4 
y—-_ Se 


} 4pm, Sat. Feb, 22nd. § 


= 
ACD Hi A volt e 


Choose from one of these great titles 
(While quantities fast.) 


HUARD ASHCROFT An Hi rea ERK CLAPTON Cpt hole 0 LMA ys 


DEAN MARTIN The Very Best Of Deon Mortn | 


“ALANIS MORISSETE Under Sgt | — 


Ml Fan Silo Te Voy Bs OF OHH HARPER Fight For Your Mind TWRGADETH pit Potent: The Megodeth Yo {MORCHEEBA Big. Calm 
Lj 5 THE CORRS : BRYAN FERRY : JETHRO TULL : ALANIS MORISSETTE ' SNOOP DOGG ROBBIE WILL! 
TAoliyah OF A Al ABAMA J Forgiven, Not Forgotten + GAs Time Goes By : OThe Very Best Of } Alanis nplugaed H Da Game Is To : OSi ned You're W 
FRO CELT SOUND Higher Ground Talk On Comers-Special Ed. : THE FLAMING LIPS : LENNY KRAVITZ | Lagged Little Pill ‘ Besold Not To BeTold © = Swing When You're '\ we 
SYSTEM ae Century DAFT PUNK O The Soft Bulletin : OS : BETH ORTON | OThe Last Meal : CASSANDRA \ : 
1 Volume 1- Sound Magic Discovery '  GORILLAZ ' QAre You Gonna GoMy Woy ' Daybreaker 1 OT ‘Traveling Miles 
Wolume 2- Release I DIRTY VEGAS 2 Gorillaz.com ; U Greatest Hits | “ET SHOP BOYS | _STARSAILOR 
TORI AMOS MANU CHAO 2 Dirty Vegas GURU + OLenny 2 Dag ny Complete | Glove Is Here 
“Little Earthquakes IClandestino THE DOORS + Ujozematazz- Street Soul Vol. 3: MASSIVE ATTACK ‘ paea ; B40 
4 Strange Little Gir : Olive In Hollywood ICE CURE ; Mezzanine t OHEAD + Glabour Of 
ATO ; DOVES + UGreatest Hits Bie ; kid A ots 
ee | The Last Broadcast ! War & Peoce- Vol. 1 The Wor Disc; MUATRIX ; OK Computer 
1 0 Dig Your Own Hole | DURAN DURAN Wor & Peace. Vol. 2 The Peoce Dic + “Soundtrack ; 4d The Bends 
J Surrender ' OGreatest ‘ [RON MAIDEN = JONI MITCHELL } El ea 
CITY OF ANGELS ; " Brave New World + Hits H ie 
5 Soundtrack Aa delhi fer The Dark | MORCHEEBA || SHAGGY amar 
CHER tron Maiden | UO Fragments im H fr. Lover Lover: 
ASTIE BOYS living Proof ‘ He os ma : OPowerslave : Who Can You Trust? ‘ — Shoggy..Part 1 
J Hello Nasty ERIC CLAPTON ‘ Dealous,. til Envy (LOSE): J Virual XI : _ SIMPLE MINDS 
41!! Communication J Unplugged ‘et ; : The Best Of 
Z UL y INTON DR. JO} MOIS POISON SHAGGY SNOW 
a) conte Funk’ Hits a) Anutha Zone J Mercedes Five & Dime 1 Open Up And Say...Ahh! | © Boombastic J Mind On The Moon 
FERRY SINEAD O'CONNOR THE RANKINS O Midnight Lover DAVID USHER 
‘Hey | St iten| nal | eae 
ROWDED HOUSE _ The Bride Stripped Bare Lon And The Cobra lece Of Paradice - - 
‘Temple Of Low Men evoaieoLiatias = - Your entertainmen 
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Downtown Edmonton 10232 106th Street 424- aay . Feliponteyt South: 3110 por Trail South 433-6400 © Red Deer: 5239 53rd Avenue 340-0500 
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